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As COVID-19 vaccines begin to roll out to people in Ohio, throughout
the United States, and to countries across the world, we say that it is
good. And it is! It is hopeful. We cannot mitigate the possibility of
having hope to resume greater contact with people at home, in families, at work, socially, in business, and yes...at church. What is unknown is the "timing" of these hopeful events, as they unfold in phases
and sequences yet unknown, but certainly in 2021 to a great degree.
In the meantime, here at FCC, we continue to manage our Church's ministries and missions
in the wisest possible ways. As I write this letter, we are presenting worship in a variety of
ways, though not in person (through at least January 17). Meetings such as youth group,
confirmation, executive council, and groups who use our facilities have decided to "see"
one another virtually. Hopefully, our county and surrounding areas will move down from
the "purple" (highest alert) level and we can re-evaluate our facility use. In the meantime,
I have been praying for not only our congregation, but for many others on the confidential
prayer list, as well as our total state of being. It is not only physical health that I am concerned about, but the mental, social, and emotional well-being of people, especially as it
pertains to faith connections. Winter does not allow us as much flexibility to meet others
outside at the church or in other locations, such as Maca Park, or even backyards, socially
distanced.
As I write this letter, there is another concern which all churches are facing these days, and
that is the reduced funding of ministries. At FCC, we were fortunate to have received a
government PPP loan (grant) which sustained us beginning this past summer through now.
But that money is limited. There will be no more PPP loans, at least for now. So, I am asking our membership to remember FCC not only in your prayers, but with additional financial gifts, if you are able. We have been a very generous church in the past to others, and
also generously so this past year, to many in our community individually, and through
efforts such as Shelter Care, Family Promise, Faithful Servants, Jake's Reach, Dare to Share,
and families who have reached out to our church for assistance. We have also lifted up
some of our own members in need, and will continue to do so, because we have our own
sisters and brothers who have been financially hurting during this Pandemic.
Together, with holy attitudes, outlooks, and goals, we can not only survive the extreme
difficulties of this Pandemic, but emerge from that darkness and become even stronger in
faith and spirit.
New Years’ Blessings, Peace, and Hope in God, Pastor Dave
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
DEC. 20 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE - JOY
Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:26-38
Message “God’s Decisions”

JAN. 10 - BAPTISM OF CHRIST SUNDAY
Epistle Lesson: Acts 19:1-7
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:4-11
Message "What Happens At Baptism?"

DEC. 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
5:00 P.M. - FAMILY SERVICE, PARKING LOT
ONLY
7:00 P.M. - ONLINE ONLY

JAN. 17 - SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Old Testament Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Gospel Lesson: John 1:43-51
Message "The Lord Is Calling"

DEC. 27 - FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
JAN. 24 - THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
CELEBRATION OF SCRIPTURES AND MUSIC—
PROPOSED CONGREGATION MEETING ONLINE SERVICE ONLY
Budget Approval
Old Testament Lesson: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
JAN. 03 - EPIPHANY SUNDAY
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:14-20
HOLY COMMUNION
Message "God's Mind Can Change"
Gospel Lesson: John 1:1-14
Message "The Light and the Word"
JAN. 31 - FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Old Testament Lesson:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:21-28
Message "Responsibility and Accountability"

Merry Christmas from all of us at FCC!
Pastor Dave, Wendy, Rachel, Nancy Lynn, Cathy, Bill, Teresa, & Steve
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Summary of December 8, 2020 Zoom Meeting


Reporting for the Reference Committee, Dee West shared that the information gathered in the Focus
Groups has been compiled and a report consisting of Final Recommendations is being prepared. David Brubaker will meet with Executive Council on December 15 to share what action is recommended moving forward.



Hope Mitchell shared this update from the Board of Music Ministry: “If Villain COVID thought he was going
to shut down our music program, he hit a sour note! By cracky we showed him that the music program of
TFC is alive and well. As we move into the Advent Season, our fearless leader Nancy Lynn no doubt has
some additional counter-punches to Villain C planned during this inspiring season. So wear your mask, socially distance and tune in! Stay positive and test negative!!”



Jackie Kelley, reporting for the Board of Christian Education, was grateful to all who helped make the Advent Workshop and Christmas Cruise Thru such successful activities. The Advent Workshop had 13 families
participating (each at a separate table) and the Christmas Cruise Thru had 52 cars in attendance. Santa was
a big hit in his red truck. The “Dare to Share” collection will continue through December 13. So far, $1025
has been contributed. Rachel is considering options for the annual Mission Trip in this difficult time.



Mega thanks to the Stewardship Committee from Pastor Dave for a well-conceived and presented Stewardship Campaign. $1,880 in combined funds were given by the congregation to the four non-profits. Carrie
LeBeau shared that a second letter will go out to those who have not yet committed towards the 2021
Stewardship Campaign. At of now, 107 pledges to support the work of our church have been made for approximately $214,000.



Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministry, continues to come up with a new idea for a Children’s Story
each Sunday morning. Treehouse Preschool will be closed until January 11, 2021. Thanks to the Board of
Christian Education for the successful Advent Workshop and Christmas Cruise Thru.



Thanks from Pastor Dave: - To All of our leaders and helpers for your stewardship of love and care for the
Church, especially decorating for Thanksgiving and Advent/Christmas seasons. - Kim Fulton provided some
outdoor fall and Thanksgiving decorations. She is also taking care of the poinsettia orders. - To our prayer
team and other prayer champions for your constant uplifting of people’s needs.



After much discussion, the decision was made to suspend in-house worship until at least January 17, 2021.
A decision on how to move forward will be dictated by the COVID-19 situation. How we do worship as we
move forward will be determined by our staff and the tech committee. Hopefully, through this difficult time
we can look forward toward better days to come.

If you have any questions, please contact me:
Ken Caldwell, Moderator

kcaldwell@neo.rr.com
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330-957-8864

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has grown to 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the
names listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain
confidential. You may call or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Bless be God who did not refuse me the kindness I sought in prayer. Psalm 66:20
PRAYER LIST

Ed Powell
(Sharon Letzler’s brother)

Betty Gulledge

Zell Lambert

Marianne Hannum

Maya Marquette (friend of Barbara Sherrick
the Ross Family)
(Jim Harris’s sister)

Noreen Ashley
Tim Ashley
Bev Haught
Jim Mayfield

Biff Baker
Janette Beckwith
Marilyn Berta
(Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

James Hedden
(friend of Bonnie Fordham) Hannah McConihe
Jan Hetzel

C.J. Smith
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Katie Moore

Donnie Joyner

David & Jackie Parker

Confidential Names on our
Prayer Lists

Bea Clarke

MONTHLY FINANCIALS

November, 2020 operating income of $24,859 was $3,250 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the month were $29,992 resulting in a deficit of ($5,133) in November, and a year-to-date deficit of
($43,790). Operating expenses are really our ministries and missions at work, and are dependent on Faith Offerings. During this unusual time, our ministries do not stop. We look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity,
and the ability to continue growing our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our web site, mailed to the Church or
sent from your bank’s online system.
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ACME COMMUNITY CASH BACK
Acme Community Cash Back is now is progress. It
started August 6 and will run through Dec. 26.
Last year, Women’s Fellowship received $800
back from Acme, which goes back into the church
when needed. We hope to receive more this
year. The box will be in the same place at the
church for your tapes. Thank you, thank you!

Dear Folks at First Congregational,
During 2017-2018, I had the privilege to serve as
Transitional Pastor at First Congregational. I enjoyed my ministry among you and pray that the
church continues its wonderful ministry to the
Tallmadge community.

Congregational Meeting
Our annual Congregational Budget Meeting is scheduled for Sunday January 24, 2021. However, it is unlikely that we will be able to have this meeting in person. Voting will likely take place by mail, similar to
the summer voting. Stay tuned for more information
on these plans.

At that time, I mentioned to some of you that I
was writing a book, Looking for Life on the Way to
the Grave: Pastoral Journeys amidst the Dying and
Grieving. The book contains 80 stories of journeys
I was privileged to undertake with parishioners as
we travelled through doubt and belief, fear and
faith, humor and laughter on the way to the
grave.
The book will soon be printed and available
through Sigel Press (www.sigelpress.com). The
direct link to the book is

GIFT CARDS
Even though FCC is no longer open for in person worship, you can still order your Scrip gift
cards. Please call, text, or email Dianne @ 330780-7459, dgalloway44221@yahoo.com. Final
day to order in December is Dec 21.

https://www.sigelpress.com/product/looking-forlife-on-the-way-to-the-grave-pastoral-journeysamidst-the-dying-and-grieving/
May God bless you during these weird and difficult
times of Covid-19.
Grace,
Neal Sadler
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Living Stones ZOOM STYLE
In 1 Peter 2:5, Peter is talking about us building a spiritual
place and Jesus being the foundation. As children of the
church, we are growing and learning more about our faith in
God and befriending Jesus each and every day. Our children
are living stones, learning to build a spiritual house. We are
going to help them during Living Stones.
Beginning Monday, January 11 at 6:30 PM, we will have a
zoom call for all students interested who are age 4 through
2nd grade. Then on Wednesday, January 13 we will open a zoom call for students in 3rd through
5th grade. If you would like your child to be a part of this lesson, please contact Wendy,
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net. We will continue these meetings on the 2nd and 4th week of each
month. If we need supplies, I will email you ahead of time to let you know.
Age 4– 2nd grade @ 6:30 PM

3rd– 5th grade @ 6:30 PM

January 11

January 13 (bring a bible)

January 25

January 27

February 8

February 10

February 22

February 24

4th Grade Communion
Milestones in your faith are just as important as milestones in
your everyday life. Remembering when your child first walked,
first went to school, and received a bible are so important. Traditionally, on the first Sunday in February, we provide first communion for our 4th graders. We want to give an opportunity for
each child to learn, discuss and experience communion. We
would normally have two classes on Sunday mornings to talk to
the children about what communion is, what it represents, as
well as why and how we take communion. The way we will offer
these classes has yet to be determined, but we would like you to
save the date. If you have a fourth grader and you would like
them to be a part of this class and take part in communion on
Sunday, February 7, please contact Wendy,
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net.

6

Christmas Cruise Thru
Way to go Christian Education! This event was a huge success, and I am so thankful that we had members of this church willing to come out and provide a Christmas event for our community. We had eight
“Christmas Movie Themed” booths and as well as Santa, safely visiting everyone from his red truck. It
was good to provide a safe drive thru Christmas event. Again, thank you to all who came to be a part of
this fun event.
Ken and I would like to wish our church family a Merry Christmas. We have
been through a lot this year, but I have faith that everything we have been
through will make us stronger and better people. Our church is filled with
caring, loving and compassionate people, and I am so thankful for my relationship with each of you. I challenge you to “go find the good or be the good”
next year. When you need to be uplifted, go find the good. When you are
filled with a spirit of compassion, go be the good for someone who needs it.
Share the light of Christ this Christmas. May God bless you and your family.
Yours in Christ, Wendy and Ken

JANUARY UPDATE
This has been a crazy month for sure, but the youth groups are still rolling strong through
zoom. We have added a Monday night youth group Bible study focusing on the book of Romans, also
over zoom. As of now, everyone seems to be staying strong and safe. Your continued prayers and support for the youth group would be very appreciated. Again, most youth group announcements go
through the Ignite and Catalyst Facebook page. If you would like to be a part of these groups on Facebook, just click “Ignite/Catalyst Tallmadge FCC” to join! We would love to have you!
—Rachel Tassile, Youth Ministries Coordinator
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We’ve Updated our Online Worship Page
Check out our updated online worship page:
https://fcctallmadge.org/onlineworship/
Here you can find our Sunday Services as well as some special
music and children’s ministry videos. Worship with your FCC
church family from the safety of your home!

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING
The Christmas Offering for this year will be donated to two organizations that are near and dear to First Congregational Church of
Tallmadge. The Social Action and Missions Board has decided to
divide the funds between Family Promise and Faithful Servants
Care Center. Family Promise helps provide lodging for homeless
families with children, allowing them to stay together and helping
them to achieve sustainable independence. Faithful Servants
Care Center provides free urgent health care services with a Christlike compassion for those without insurance and the economic
means to access traditional medical care. If you are able, please
consider making a Christmas Offering to help those in need during
these unprecedented times. Thank you!

Dear Church Family,

Worship

Thank you to everyone who gave to the Special
Music Fund this Christmas season.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to enjoy the
harp and cello music this year because of COVID.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

WITH US!

Sundays @ 10 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMAGDGE

Nancy Lynn Robinson
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Christmas Eve Worship
2 SERVICES

JOIN US!!

5pm
7pm
Family Service in Online Worship
the Parking Lot
Service

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES
FCC Members are encouraged to come into the atrium and pick up your 2021 Offering Envelopes.
You may come in while you are here for Parking Lot Worship or during our church office hours, TuesThurs, between 10am and 2pm. If you are unable to leave the house, consider having a friend or
neighbor pick up your envelopes for you. Please remember to maintain FCC protocol of masks, sanitizing, and social distancing upon entry. Thank you!

Condolences
—November/December Attendance—
Inside

We express our deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Bob Snyder, brother of Hope
Mitchell, who passed away Dec. 14, 2020.

Nov 22

40

52

Nov 29

44

21

Dec 6

48

16

Dec 13
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Parking Lot

- PARKING LOT AND ONLINE ONLY-

Poinsettia Donations
Brenda Fidler & Rev.
David Brumbaugh

In Memory of Pastor Dave's
parents and grandparents, In
Memory of Brenda's father
and great grandmother,
Christmas joy to FCC staff and
members

Special Music Donations
The Bowers Family

In honor of Judy Salmond
and Debbie Fickes

Brenda Fidler & Rev. David In Thanks for all Music
Brumbaugh
Ministries at FCC

Mike & Cynthia Cammel Praise the Lord!

Michael & Cynthia Cammel In loving memory of Don
and Dottie Cammel and
Richard Rockich

Betty Cottrill

James Chapman

In Memory of Jim and
blessings from the Cottrill
Family

Dianne Drummond
Diana Fiocca

Gary & Kim Fulton

In loving memory of my
parents Dona and Don Witten
Blessings for our Church and
Church Family

Dianne Drummond
Diana Fiocca
Gary and Kim Fulton

Merry Christmas!

John & Jane Huffman

For the beauty of the
season

Dianne Galloway
Donna Kiss

Donna Kiss
Roger & Sue Lyons

Honoring our love, my precious Ellie and my cherished loving companion,
Noma

In memory of loved ones

Chris and Carol Law

Carolyn Mackey

May the music of the
season lift your heart and
bring you comfort!

Donna Marlow

In Celebration of Christmas

Carolyn Mackey

Ron & Hope Mitchell

Merry Christmas!

Ron & Hope Mitchell

Merry Christmas Church
Family!

Carol Penn

Thanks be to God for His
blessed gift of music.

Larry & Nancy Lynn

In honor of our parents.

George & Roberta
Nehrenz
Anne & Dan Pertick

Merry Christmas | In Loving
Memory of our fathers &
grandparents

Don & Glenna Simmons In Celebration of Christ’s
birth
Wanda Strott

In loving memory of husband,
John. In loving memory of
son-in-law, John Zreny

Jim & Dee West

Merry Christmas

Cliff & Sue Yeager

In Memory of Loved Ones
and lives lost to COVID

Robinson
Barbara Rowles

Thankful for family and
friends, and for FCC music
and Choirs!

The Scherer Family
Don & Judy Woerz

Merry Christmas to our
church family

Cliff & Sue Yeager

In Memory of Dick and
JoAnn Wood
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January 2021
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

15

16

22

23

10:00 am Worship

7pm—Choir Prayer
Time

6:30 pm Treehouse
Board Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

10:00am Worship
11:00 am CE Meeting
7:00 pm Executive Council

12pm—Herald Deadline
7pm—Choir Prayer
Time

17

18

19

20

21

10:00 am Worship

9:00 am Pinewood Derby

3:30 pm Catalyst
5:00 pm Ignite

6:00 pm
Heritage
6:00 pm Naranon

7:00 pm Cub Scouts

26

27

6:00 pm Naranon

7:00 pm Cub Scouts

6:00 pm—Cub Scouts
Pinewood Check-in

7:00 pm Boy Scouts

24

25

10:00am Worship

6:00 pm

11:00 am Congregational
Meeting

Heritage

3:30 pm Catalyst

7:00 pm Boy Scouts

28

5:00 pm Ignite

31
10:00 am Worship
3:30 pm Confirmation Meeting
3:30 pm Catalyst
5:00 pm Ignite
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29

30
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Pastoral Staff

Rev. David Brumbaugh

330.633.4931

cell phone: 717-466-1216
dbrumbaughfcc@sbcglobal.net
trumpet@dejazzd.com

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

rgnehrenz@att.net

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Dee West

330.633.4421

dwest890@aol.com

Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry
Hearts in Service

Cathy Cotter
Rachel Tassile
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Steve Ristich

Senior Pastor

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Administrative Coordinator
M.S. & H.S. / Youth Ministries Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian
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tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
rachel.tassile.fcctallmadge@gmail.com
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com

