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In this day and age of political turmoil (which took place in Jesus' day, too), Covid-19, mental and emotional stress, depression, people out of work, social disengagement, and other
hardships, we not only look for relief, but for hope and reassurance. We need God's love.
We desire God's forgiveness and restoration. We want to see more of the sun in the days
ahead. And more of the SON.
This Lent, FCC is providing some of that relief, hope, and reassurance with God's help. We
invite you to enjoy the Sundays during Lent, which are NOT part of Lent, in order to find a
greater connection with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Each Sunday will concentrate on
one of the names that Jesus called himself that are recorded in the Gospel of John (such as
"I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE"). How do these names - identities - provide ways for us to connect with God and one another? I will also be offering bible studies in person on each
Wednesday in Lent, based upon these worship themes (see the schedule later in this newsletter). There will be two options for bible study – in person on Wednesday morning and a
mini recorded version available online. Wendy is hosting a women's book study with over
20 ladies joining on line. We will be providing daily devotionals from myself and other staff
members. Rachel is providing meaningful and joyful youth groups on Sunday afternoons
and early evenings, and confirmation classes are meeting in person with Dianne Drummond
and myself co-teaching.

The Tallmadge Ministerium is considering the possibility of having another joint Church
Easter morning worship service. If this becomes a certainty, I will let you know. We hope
this will work out. FCC will participate if this event takes place. FCC will also have our own
recorded Easter worship service to enjoy from your home, including special music provided
by Nancy Lynn and others.
"As you therefore have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving." - Colossians 2:6-7

In Christ, Pastor Dave
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
Once again during the Wednesdays of Lent, Pastor Dave invites our congregation and visitors to join him
in a weekly a bible study. Join us Wednesday mornings at 10:00 A.M., in the Fellowship hall, for a socially distanced meeting that will last about one hour. The theme of each study will correspond to the
Pastor’s Message during Sunday Worship. See below. A mini version of the study will be available
online for those who are unable to attend in person.

Wednesdays during Lent, 10 AM In-Person

FEBRUARY 24

MARCH 17

"I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE"

"I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE"

MARCH 3

MARCH 24

"I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD"

"I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE"

MARCH 10
"I AM THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP-THE GOOD
SHEPHERD"

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MARCH 21 - FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Gospel Lesson: John 14:1-11
Message "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE
LIFE"

FEBRUARY 21 - FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Gospel Lesson: John 6:25-35
Message “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE”

FEBRUARY 28 - SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Gospel Lesson: John 8:12-20
Message "I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD"

MARCH 28 - PALM SUNDAY
Gospel Lesson: Mark 11:1-11
Message "Celebration of Psalms"

MARCH 7 - THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Gospel Lesson: John 10:7-18
Message "I AM THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP —THE
GOOD SHEPHERD”

MARCH 31—MAUNDY THURSDAY—7 PM
Service of Shadows and Communion

APRIL 1—GOOD FRIDAY—10 AM—12 PM
Church will be open for prayer

MARCH 14 - FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING DEDICATION
Gospel Lesson: John 11:17-27
Message "I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE”

APRIL 4 - EASTER SUNDAY—TBA
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Summary of February 9, 2021 Meeting
•

Budget Report

We were able to attain the needed number of votes to meet the requirements for a quorum to vote
on the 2021 Budget. There were 101 votes cast with 84 for approval and 17 against. Thanks to all who
participated in what was a unique situation due to COVID-19.

Many thanks to the Stewardship Committee and the members of the Budget Committee for their
hard work in a very trying period for the church. Finally, thanks to all who have already made a contribution to the 2021 Faithful Gift Fund. At the present time, we have $9,130 dollars in this fund that
was projected to raise $16,000 over the course of the year to supplement the budget. Any contributions over the projected amount will be used to grow the Reserve Fund.

Going forward, we all need to strive to grow the church, maintain our best COVID protocol and build
on the strong Christian heritage that is the First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.

•

Dee West reported that the Reference Team is scheduled to meet on January 18. They will begin working on
the seven areas highlighted in the Final Report.

•

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministry, provided information about what she is doing as well as reporting
for the Board of Christian Education. The Living Stones has started up again with two Sunday school lessons a
month. The Monday Book Club has resumed with two groups meeting. The book being discussed is “Of Mess
and Moxie.” Christian Education is starting a program of “Kindness Calls and Cards” starting this month and
would love for others to get involved. Contacts for this effort are Rebecca Moore and Sarah Ickes. First Communion Class will meet on Feb. 21 with Communion on March 7. The Mission Trip will be to Wooster working
in the Trinity UCC soup kitchen. Vacation Bible School ideas will be brainstormed next month.

•

Pastor’s Report: Thankfully, the Confirmation Class is meeting in person again! See the class paintings in the
atrium. The Rite of Confirmation is scheduled to be celebrated on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. The Tallmadge
Ministerium has been meeting again in person, and we are discussing the possibility of hosting another Easter Morning Community Worship Service. Some pastors, including myself, have indicated a willingness to participate. The Lenten worship theme is centered on the “I AM” statements of faith by Jesus found in the Gospel of John.

If you have any questions, please contact me:
Ken Caldwell, Moderator

kcaldwell@neo.rr.com
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330-957-8864

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has grown to 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the
names listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain
confidential. You may call or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Bless be God who did not refuse me the kindness I sought in prayer.
Psalm 66:20
PRAYER LIST

Marianne Hannum

Noreen Ashley

Bev Haught

Tim Ashley

Jim Mayfield
James Hedden
(friend of Bonnie Fordham)
Hannah McConihe

Biff Baker

Maya Marquette
(friend of the Ross Family)

Jan Hetzel
Marilyn Berta
(Coletta Spoler’s daughter)
Bea Clarke

Ron Mitchell

Donnie Joyner
Katie Moore
Zell Lambert
Adrian & Rose Oana

David & Jackie Parker
Ed Powell
(Sharon Letzler’s brother)
C.J. Smith
Alzheimer's Care Giver
Support Group
Confidential Names on our
Prayer Lists

Betty Gulledge

MONTHLY FINANCIALS
January, 2021 operating income of $41,869 was $11,500
above the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for
the month were $27,063 resulting in a surplus of $14,800 in
January, and a year-to-date surplus of $14,800. Operating
expenses are really our ministries and missions at work and
are dependent on Faith Offerings. During this unusual time,
our ministries do not stop. We look forward in prayer to a
theology of generosity and the ability to continue growing
our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to
sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be
made online through a link on our website, mailed to the
Church or sent from your bank’s online system.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 2021

2021 Faithful
Gift Fund
“Give, and it will be given to you...given back with a

bonus and blessing.” Luke 6:38

Thanks to all who have so generously donated to
our Faithful Gift Fund in order to help balance our
budget. FCC has received $7,130 in contributions
so far, to bring the balance for the fund up to
$9,130. Your continued prayers on this matter are
greatly appreciated.

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special
mission offering of the United Church of Christ
involves you in disaster relief, refugee/

2021 Memorial Scholarship
Applications will be available at the
beginning of March. Copies may be
picked up from the welcome center
in the atrium or printed from our
website. Applications will be due
mid April. Please see our website
for more information.

immigration, hunger and water programs, and development ministries throughout the world.
When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or
made refugees by violence or extreme poverty,
you are part of the immediate response and of
the long-term recovery. Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including
health care, education, agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and empowerment. Your
contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put
you in the right place at the right time for the re-

BUDGET VOTING

lief, accompaniment and recovery of the most

Our 2021 Budget has been approved with 84 out
of 101 votes to approve.

vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you
address the underlying causes that create those
needs in the first place.

We will dedicate the offering on March 8th.
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Jonathan Project: YOUTH MENTORING YOUTH PROJECT
The story of David and Goliath is a very well-known story. David, the underdog,
standing up to Goliath, the giant. So many times we face “goliaths” in our own
lives. David was fortunate enough to have Jonathan in his life. We don’t often
hear of Jonathan, but he was just as important in the story as David was. Jonathan is David’s good friend. Jonathan was also the spiritual guidance for David.
Jonathan was the one who encouraged, supported and befriended him, so when
times were tough and David needed someone, Jonathan was there. Jonathan was a mentor to David. We want
to build relationships between our youth like David and Jonathan.
We are going to start a new big sister/brother program with our youth known as the “Jonathan Project.” We want
to foster relationships between the younger and older youth of our church, building strong faithful friendships.
All youth in grades 3-12 are encouraged to participate. Rachel and Wendy will secretly partner a “little sibling”
with a “big sibling.” During the year, we will offer gatherings and/or secret activities to foster relationships between the two. If your child is interested in participating, please fill out this google form https://forms.gle/
mRhhUz4VRv5wCFj1A .

4TH GRADE COMMUNION
Milestones in your faith are just as important as milestones in your everyday life. Remembering when your child
first walked, first went to school, and first received a bible are so important. Traditionally, on the first Sunday in
March, we provided first communion for our 4th graders. We want to give an opportunity for each child to learn,
discuss and experience communion. We want to talk to the children about what it is and what it represents as
well as why and how we take communion. We will have one class to help prepare the children on Sunday, February 21st, after worship. If you have a fourth grader and you would like them to be a part of this class and take
part in communion on Sunday, March 7 please contact Wendy, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net.

Women’s Book Study: Of Mess and Moxie by Jen Hatmaker
mox-ie [mok-see], noun informal: The ability to face difficulty with spirit and courage; sass, determination, pluck; “That girl’s got moxie.”
Jen Hatmaker believes backbone is the birthright of every woman. Women have been demonstrating resiliency and resolve since forever. They have incredibly strong shoulders to bear loss,
hope, grief, and vision. Life is hard, disappointing, painful, shocking, exhausting, aggravating,
boring. However you want to say it, life is MESSY.
But somehow, women have gotten the message that pain and failure means they must be doing things wrong, that they messed up the rules or tricks for a seamless life. As it turns out, every last woman faces confusion and loss, missteps and catastrophic malfunctions, no matter how much she is doing “right.” Struggle
doesn’t mean they’re weak; it means they’re alive.
Everyone is invited to join us for the book study. We will begin the week of February 9. If you would like to join
us, please register by filling out the google form, https://forms.gle/xbLcjmyX3T5purGy8, or emailing Wendy at
brownfcc@sbcglobal.net. We will be gathering on Mondays at 1:00 PM and 8:00 PM on Zoom. If we get too
many signed up, we will break up into smaller groups.
6

Living Stones ZOOM STYLE
In 1 Peter 2:5, Peter is talking about us building a spiritual place
and Jesus being the foundation. As children of the church, we
are growing and learning more about our faith in God and befriending Jesus more each and every day. Our children are living
stones, learning to build a spiritual house. We are going to help
them in Living Stones.
If you would like your children to be a part of this lesson, please
contact Wendy, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net, to receive a Zoom
link. We will continue this on the 2nd and 4th week of each
month. If we need supplies, I will email you to let you know. You
may join either session. We have many siblings participating
together.
Mondays @ 6:30 PM

Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM

February 22

February 24

March 8

March 10

March 22

March 24

April 12

April 14

KINDNESS CALLS AND CARDS
You are part of the body of Christ at First Congregational Church.
There are so many people in our congregation, both family and
friends, who are struggling with being alone, worshiping at home
and not being able to be with our church family. Just so you know…
we are STILL CONNECTED!
We are starting a card and call campaign to reach out and connect
with others. Are you interested in writing a note to people of the
church? We would love your help in March and April. We have
made some postcards for you to add a handwritten note that could
brighten someone's day. Contact the office if you would like to
write to participate. The Deacons Board will then get you connected with some names and addresses for your notes of kindness.
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PASTORAL AND STAFF RELATIONS COMMITTEE
In recent weeks, the Pastoral and Staff Relations Committee (PSRC) has had some additions of new members. As

per the Constitution the PSRC is made up of 6 voting members for the First Congregational Church. They are: the
Moderator (Ken Caldwell), Chair of the Board of Deacons Ministry (Rebecca Moore, representative), Chair of the
Board of Christian Ministry (Sarah Ickes) and 3 members appointed by the Senior Pastor (Jane Charles, John Phillips and Jana Caplinger.) The Pastor meets with this committee regularly. PSRC reports to the Executive Council.
What do they do?
The responsibilities of the PSRC include, but are not limited to:
•Serve as a confidential liaison between the Pastor and the congregation, as well as between congregation

and other church staff members.
•Develop, update, and review annually job descriptions and contracts for existing employees and new hires

in conjunction with the appropriate Board or Committee as determined by Executive Council.
•Conduct the annual written performance evaluation of the Pastor.

The Staff Pastoral Relations Committee is committed to confidentiality. If requested, any concerns will be kept
private, as the committee reviews and acts on concerns. Please keep PSRC in your prayers.
Please reach out to any member of PSRC as needed.
Ken Caldwell -kcaldwell@neo.rr.com, 330-957-8864

Rebecca Moore - c-rebecca@att.net, 440-823-2774

John Phillips - jphillips45@icloud.com, 330-571-2515

Jana Caplinger - jcaplinger@neo.rr.com, 330- 285-1110

Sarah Ickes - rn8ickes@sbcglobal.net, 330-730-8205

Jane Charles - janeandbillcharles@gmail.com, 330-633-1185

MARCH UPDATE
Both Ignite and Catalyst continue to prepare for their mission trip that will hopefully be in June. During Lent,
the groups will take a break to do some sermon parallel discussion on different "I am" statements leading up
to Easter. We are continuing to collect non-perishable food items for Good Neighbors through Easter weekend. If you would like to donate, items can be deposited in the bin in the Atrium.
Finally, as we approach the Easter season, the youth will be running their "Egg Your Yard" fundraiser. We will
be selling eggs that will be scattered around your yard the night before Easter so a fun-filled egg hunt can be
had in the morning! Keep your eye out for the order form posted on the church website and Facebook page!
There will be no groups on April 4th or April 11th due to the Easter holiday and Spring Break.
As always, please check the Ignite/Catalyst Tallmadge FCC Facebook group for last-minute updates and cancellations.
Rachel Tassile, Youth Ministries Coordinator
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EGG YOUR YARD YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Don't waste time filling and hiding eggs for your kids when you could be staying warm inside. Let Ignite
and Catalyst do it for you! This was a huge hit last so we are bringing it back. All you have to do is fill out
our online order form and on Saturday April 3rd, 2021, happy little Easter helpers will come egg your
yard. You have the option to Venmo money or leave an envelope with cash or a check in your mail for
the Easter helpers to pick up. Ordering starts Sunday February 28th, 2021 and ends March 28th, 2021.

Choose your package:
Chick Package ($10)
Bunny Package ($15)
Pastel Package ($25)
Basket Package ($50)

15
25
40
75

Don't miss out!
It is sure to be
Eggs-citing!

eggs
eggs
eggs
eggs

We’ve Updated our
2021 Altar Flower Sign-Up
Our new 2021 Altar Flower Sign-Up Poster is now
hanging in the hallway outside of the mailroom.
We have many Sundays available. Please sign up
on the poster or email/call the church office.
Arrangements are $28 each. Fill out the form in
the hallway and give it and your payment to Cathy
Cotter, Administrative Coordinator.

Online Worship Page
Check out our updated online worship page:
https://fcctallmadge.org/onlineworship/
Here you can find our Sunday Services as well as
some special music and children’s ministry videos.
Worship with your FCC church family from the
safety of your home!

Condolences
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Barbara Sherrick,
sister of Jim Harris, who passed away from COVID on January 27, 2021.
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of JoAnn Wyler,
wife of Carle Wyler, who also passed away January 27, 2021.
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March 2021
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

6

6pm—Naranon

10 am —Lenten
Bible Study

12

13

19

20

26

27

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

6:30pm — Treehouse Board
7pm—Boy Scouts Meeting

10am — Staff
Meeting

6pm—Heritage

7

8

9

7pm — Cub
Scouts
10

11

10 am —Lenten
Bible Study

10am — Staff
Meeting
12pm—Herald
Deadline
18

11am—CE Meeting

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

3:30pm—Catalyst

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

5pm — Ignite

6:30 pm—Zoom
Living Stones

7pm — Executive
Council

6:30 pm—Zoom
Living Stones

15

16

17

10am — Worship

14
SPRING FORWARD

10am — Worship
3:30pm—Catalyst

10 am —Lenten
Bible Study

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

6pm—Naranon

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Card

10 am—Herald
Angels

7pm—Boy Scouts Making

7pm — Cub
Scouts

21

22

24

10am — Worship

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

5pm — Ignite

3:30pm—Catalyst
5pm — Ignite

23

25

10 am —Lenten
Bible Study

6pm—Heritage

6:30 pm—Zoom
Living Stones

6:30 pm—Zoom
Living Stones

7pm — Cub
Scouts

6pm—Naranon

10am — Staff
Meeting

28
10am — Worship
3:30pm—Confirmation
Meeting
3:30pm—Catalyst
5pm — Ignite

10

10am — Staff
Meeting

Easter Special
Music Donation
2021

The 10:00 AM Easter service on April 4th will feature a brass
quintet funded by our "Special Music Memorial Fund.” We
thank those who gave at Christmas time, however, our funds
are very low at this time. Please consider contributing to this
fund as a memorial or honorary gift. Simply fill out this form,
then place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office with your check made out to First Congregational Church of
Tallmadge. In the memo line at the bottom of your check, please write Easter Special Music Donation. Names
of those honored will be listed in the bulletin.

Forms must be returned to the office by March 22nd. Thank you!
Name ___________________________________________________________________

Phone No. ___________________________________

Total amount enclosed

$ ____________________

If you are ordering flowers and donating money for music PLEASE PROVIDE 2 SEPARATE CHECKS
Message ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Easter morning, April 4, we will adorn the Chancel with beautiful
flowers. We are offering a selection of colorful potted spring
flowers along with the traditional Easter Lilies. The cost is $7.50
per plant. Please complete this form, then bring it to the church
office or place it into the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Checks may be made out to First Congregational Church. If possible, please order early to help us fill orders properly. You may
also make arrangements with Kim to pick up your plants early, on
Saturday, April 3rd. Please help support our local growers by
getting your orders in early. The last day to order is March 22nd.
Name ______________________________________________________

Easter Flowers
Order Form
2021
Thank you, Kim Fulton (330-958-1779)

Phone No. _______________________________________

# of Easter Lilies

__________

# of Tulips

__________

# of Daffodils

__________

# of Kalenchoe

__________

_________

# of Hyacinth

__________

Total amount enclosed

$ ________________________

# of Begonias

_

Message

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check one:

Pick up Flowers

________

Donate your Flowers ________

If you are ordering flowers and donating money for music PLEASE PROVIDE 2 SEPARATE CHECKS
If you are planning on taking your flowers home on Easter morning please tear off the portion below and make a note of the variety of flowers
you ordered to retain for your records: THANK YOU!
============================================================================================

I ordered _______ # of _______________________________________ Flower Variety.
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Pastoral Staff

Rev. David Brumbaugh

330.633.4931

cell phone: 717-466-1216
dbrumbaughfcc@sbcglobal.net
trumpet@dejazzd.com

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

rgnehrenz@att.net

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Dee West

330.633.4421

dwest890@aol.com

Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry
Hearts in Service

Cathy Cotter
Rachel Tassile
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Steve Ristich

Senior Pastor

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Administrative Coordinator
M.S. & H.S. / Youth Ministries Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian
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tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
rachel.tassile.fcctallmadge@gmail.com
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com

