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First Congregational Church of Tallmadge
United Church of Christ
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

I submitted my resignation as your Senior Pastor at this past Executive Council meeting on March 9. I will miss being your pastor and have taken the
time to reflect upon our journey these past three years. I want to thank the
staff and members of First Congregational Church for your prayers and being willing to "stretch" our faith together by strengthening some of the traditions at our Church and being open to try new forms of ministry.
FCC is many things. First and foremost, we are a Church that is centered on the
incarnation, passion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. We are his Church. We
are also a member of the United Church of Christ - a denomination with four distinct traditions that came together in the 1930s, and then as two denominations who joined together
in 1957. We are a Congregational Church that has its history in the land of the Pilgrims who
came to a new world seeking religious freedom and self-determination. The historic Church
at the circle was Rev. David Bacon's and other leaders' conception of bringing the New England style of post-colonial reformation traditions to Ohio, with the church at the center of
the community. To this day, FCC sees ourselves as a Church making a difference in
Tallmadge and beyond. But there is one other reality that today's Church must embrace if it
is to remain effective and relevant for the years and decades ahead. The Church must
evolve. The Church needs to keep "reforming" and adapting to serve Christ, members, and
communities. What we have endured through the COVID-19 pandemic has also revealed
new models for electronic and visual ministry that are here to stay.
Upon reflection, I believe that God called me to FCC for two purposes these past three
years. First, to be a bridge between a long serving pastor and your next pastor, who will be
an intentional interim. That "break" in the accustomed system that ruled FCC since the
1960s will be good for FCC's future, in my opinion. Second, I believe that God called me to
be your Senior Pastor in order to introduce new concepts of governing, learning some basics
in covenantal theology, modernizing worship, making staff adjustments that will benefit
your future, enhancing technology, and challenging the modus operandi of some folks who
were not providing a healthy model of including a wider spectrum of theological beliefs and
biblical understanding at FCC. This last reality was reflected during the ONA process, the
referendum on the revised mission statement, and the responses from those processes.
Yet, I see the possibility of FCC continuing the discussion of whether or not to become an
"ONA Church" in the future, as long as there is equal respect for all opinions expressed.
These last three years have seen God's hand working through us and making progress on
many fronts. It was not just OUR progress, but really the progress of the Holy Spirit working through us, within us, and sometimes, despite us. Consider the following:
•We found a way to encourage our congregation to give over $11,000 to help seal the
parking lot.
•We found a way to eliminate the Atrium debt of $163,000 with a congregation vote. We
are a debt free Church!
(Continued on next page)
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PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS CONTINUED……
• We expanded worship to include youth songs and children’s messages every Sunday.
• We replaced the fellowship hall carpet.
• We had a very successful search process to fill new staff positions: Junior and Senior High Youth Coordinator; and combined two former staff positions into an expanded Office Administrator's role. Both of
these staff people (Rachel and Cathy) came with experience in modern technology, which served us well
prior to and during the COVID-19 pandemic
• We began using PowerPoint for our Sunday services and added new worship technicians to the worship
team.
• We began collecting funds for an eventual modernization of our sound system and new PowerPoint systems for the fellowship hall and sanctuary, without doing a capital campaign. To date, folks have given
over $17,000 to this fund.
• We expanded our mission footprint in the community through a wonderfully generous stewardship
campaign, including Faithful Servants, Family Promise, Jake's Reach, and Shelter Care as partners in our
financial giving.
• We had a significant hand in restarting the Tallmadge Ministerium, which led to pastors working together to bring about an Easter Community Parking Lot Service.
• We engaged a consultant to help our Church to improve our focus and model for conducting the ministries of the Church.
• We provided four modes of worship communication during the COVID-19 Pandemic: in-house, parking
lot, Facebook Live, and on our website.
• We developed a comprehensive COVID-19 protocol for disinfecting the Church, cleaning, social distancing, and sanitizing.
• We were able to adjust the Treehouse Pre-school schedule to be "open" when the Tallmadge school
district opened up.
• We were able to provide funeral services for a few families during the COVID-19 pandemic.. This was an
important expression of ministry for grieving members.
• Our partnership with Troop 361 expanded to included their help and service to our Church on a number
of occasions, such as being cooks and servers during "Breakfast with Santa" a couple of years ago; serving
other meals; cleaning the Church grounds of branches after wind storms; and using our property for the
all-important Klondike contests this winter during a 12 hour one-day outing (thank God for the fire pit!!!)
• New expressions of ministry such as Trunk or Treat; Halloween Cruise Through; an outdoor, in the
snow, Christmas Eve worship service; Easter Egg placements in member's yards; and numerous Zoom
meetings showed that we were a congregation of ingenuity and imagination (and hard work and dedication).
• More frequent bible studies took place and new discussion groups were formed.
• We “refreshed” people in the city of Flint, Michigan with many cases of water bottles – two entire residential high-rise facilities. They are finally getting some justice up there with state government officials
being held accountable.
These are but some of the memories and building blocks that I hope you, as FCC, will take into the future
with your Interim Pastor and next Senior Pastor. I will be serving you and with you until June 9, as I hope
we can celebrate our relationship with thanksgiving and gratitude for our time together, and always give
God the glory for what keeps taking place every day in the life of FCC. One of our mottos in the UCC is
this: “Don’t put a period where God has put a comma.” The eternal journey has already begun and will
never end!!!

In Christ, Pastor David
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MARCH 21 - FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Gospel Lesson: John 14:1-11
Message "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND
THE LIFE"

MAY 02 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture Lessons: Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8
Message “Weird Things Happen With God”
MAY 09 – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Scripture Lessons: Acts 10:44-48; John 15:9-17
Message “Lessons from Mothers”

MARCH 28 - PALM SUNDAY
Gospel Lesson: Mark 11:1-11
Message "Celebration of Psalms"
APRIL 1/MAUNDY THURSDAY—7 PM
Service of Shadows and Communion



APRIL 2/GOOD FRIDAY—10 AM—NOON
Church will be open for prayer

MAY 16 – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
GRADUATION SUNDAY
Gospel Lesson: John 17:6-19
Message “Jesus’ Prayer”

APRIL 04 – EASTER
- Community Parking Lot Worship
Tallmadge High School
Pre-worship Music – 10:10 A.M.
Worship – 10:30 A.M




There will be approximately 100 chairs set out in
front of the stage – first come, first serve
You may sit outside of your car in a lawn chair.
Masks are mandatory for all those sitting outside.

All mothers in attendance in-house and in the parking lot will receive a Mother’s Day thank-you gift!

MAY 23 – PENTECOST AND CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Scripture Lessons: Acts 2:1-13; John 15:26-27
Message “All It Takes Is A Rush of Wind”


The Rite of Confirmation will take place for our
eight Confirmands. Come join in the party of Pentecost and Confirmation. Wear red and white.
MAY 30 – TRINITY SUNDAY
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Scripture Lessons: Romans 8:12-19; John 3:1-17
Message “A Hard Fought For Doctrine”

- FCC On-line worship service
Available on our website and Facebook
(view anytime)
APRIL 11 – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31
Message “Seeing is Believing”

JUNE 06 – SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(This will be Pastor David’s last Sunday at FCC)

APRIL 18 – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:36-48
Message “A Conversation on the Road to
Emmaus”
APRIL 25 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture Lesson: Acts 4:5-12
Message “Christian Courage – Peter’s Gut
Check”
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Summary of March 9, 2021 Meeting
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Pastor Dave’s opening devotion was taken from John, chapter 19. The actions and suffering of Christ during
Holy Week was part of God’s plan to lead to the joy of the Resurrection. There is no other religion where God
steps so low to bring us so high. There are many pathways to Jesus, but no one comes to the Father except
through belief in Jesus the Christ. It was a meaningful devotion for this Lenten season.
Dee West, reporting for the Reference Team, shared that they are working on the church constitution where
some changes are needed in the area dealing with the governing structure of the church. Postcards are being
sent to members of the congregation in an effort to keep us connected during this difficult time in the life of
our church. There is a discussion concerning the role and composition of the Nomination Committee in our
church governance.
Sarah Ickes reported that at their meeting the Board of Christian Education had a “brainstorming session”
involving Mike Carter where ideas to get our youth more involved in the life of the church were presented.
The church will have a rather unique Easter Egg Hunt. Various church families will hide plastic Easter eggs
filled with wrapped candy in their yards. The goal is to hide 1200 eggs. Twenty-two plus families are involved
at this point. Egg and candy donations would be appreciated. The candy must be wrapped - no loose jelly
beans! Plans are moving forward for an outdoor VBS this year. More details to follow.
The Board of Music Ministry: Lent is the Church’s most solemn, sacrificial and celebratory season. The music
chosen enhances worship by focusing on these themes. Nancy Lynn, her liaisons with colleagues and our
dedicated choir musicians are working to direct our hearts and minds toward Calvary, helping us to rejoice
on Easter Sunday through the power of notes and rhythm. We continue to strive to maintain the quality of
music our church has always enjoyed.
Bill Galloway from the Board of Trustees shared that the Cub Scouts will hold their annual “Pinewood Derby”
at our church in May.
Jana Caplinger from the Staff/Pastoral Relations Committee shared that the committee is seeking to implement a strategy for addressing the damaged relationships and conflict in the church. As a member of the Reference Team, Vince Scovern has been helping as we seek to move forward. We are very appreciative of his
assistance and support.
Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministry, presented her monthly report to council. The “Living Stones” Sunday school ministry continues on Zoom every other week. There are two book clubs in session. This ministry
seems to be going very well. There will be a Mother’s Day Flower Sale with the proceeds going toward the
mission trip. Treehouse Preschool is going very well. An Open House will be held over Spring Break. Three
new teachers are being hired.
Pastor Dave resigned as Senior Pastor, effective June 9, 2021.
Any questions, please contact me: Ken Caldwell, Moderator | kcaldwell@neo.rr.com | 330-957-8864
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has grown to 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the
names listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain
confidential. You may call or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Bless be God who did not refuse me the kindness I sought in prayer.
Psalm 66:20
PRAYER LIST

Marianne Hannum

Noreen Ashley

Bev Haught

Tim Ashley

Jim Mayfield
James Hedden
(friend of Bonnie Fordham)
Hannah McConihe

Alzheimer's Care Giver
Support Group

Jan Hetzel

Confidential Names on our
Prayer Lists

Biff Baker
Marilyn Berta
(Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Donnie Joyner

Bea Clarke

Zell Lambert

Maya Marquette
(friend of the Ross Family)

Katie Moore

David & Jackie Parker
C.J. Smith

Adrian & Rose Oana

MONTHLY FINANCIALS

February, 2021 operating income of $24,307 was $6,000 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses
for the month were $28,762 resulting in a deficit of $4,455 in February, and a year-to-date surplus of $10,350.
Operating expenses are really our ministries and missions at work, and are dependent on Faith Offerings. During
this unusual time, our ministries do not stop. We look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity and the ability
to continue growing our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly
giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from your
bank’s online system.
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2021 Faithful
Gift Fund
WELCOME TO THE TABLE
“Give, and it will be given to you...given back with a

bonus and blessing.” Luke 6:38

We congratulate the following 4th Graders
on their First Communion:

Thanks to all who have so generously donated to
our Faithful Gift Fund in order to help balance our
budget. FCC has received $7,445 in contributions
so far, to bring the balance for the fund up to
$9,445. Your continued prayers on this matter are
greatly appreciated.

Katie Higham
Ella Bozic
Lauren Scovern

2021 Memorial Scholarship
Applications will be available
March 28th. Copies may be picked
up from the welcome center in the
atrium or printed from our website.
Applications will be due by the end
of April. Please see our website for
more information.

Mark Your Calendars!
We have some Special Sundays coming up in May:
May 16/Graduation Sunday
May 23/Confirmation
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Living Stones ZOOM STYLE
Our Living Stones Zoom style is coming to a close. We will be
gathering on March 22 and 24 @ 6:30. I would love to have a
great turn out for this class. If your children can join us, please let
me know so I can deliver a special bag to your house before your
Zoom time. Please RSVP for this Living Stones so I can have
enough supplies,
https://forms.gle/mwZ7WGHaXFG9FpMk6
I hope to see everyone there, especially those who we have been
missing lately.

April Kindness Calls and Cards
You are part of the body of Christ at First Congregational Church. There
are so many people in our congregation, both family and friends, who
are struggling with being alone, worshiping at home and not being able
to be with our church family. Just so you know… we are STILL
CONNECTED!
We are starting a card and call campaign to reach out and connect with
others. Are you interested in writing a note to some people of the
church? We would love your help in April. We have made some postcards for you to add a handwritten note that could brighten someone's
day. Contact the office by March 28 if you would like to participate.
Some people have even met at the church to write them. We will provide you with a list of names before April 15.

Treehouse Preschool is Hiring
Treehouse Preschool is filling 2-3 teaching positions for the fall of 2021.
If you are interested or if you know someone that might be, please send a
cover letter and resume to wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net. The last day to accept resumes is March 25. It is a great job for those who enjoy helping
children learn and grow from a dependent 3-year old to a much more independent and ready-for-Kindergarten student. It is also perfect for parents who want to still be “a stay at home” parent to their children. Please
talk to Wendy if you have any questions about the positions available.
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Lenten Resources
Lent is a special time of prayer and reflection. We have several online resources to help guide you on your
Lenten journey this year. Check out our website and click on the tab “Lent 2021” for the following resources:

DAILY DEVOTIONS

BIBLE STUDY VIDEOS

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
Sunday, March 28th, is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week. Please see our schedule for Holy Week
below:
March 28th: Palm Sunday, 10 AM Worship
April 1: Maundy Thursday, 7 PM Service with Communion
April 2: Good Friday, 10-12 PM church open for prayer
April 4: Easter Sunday, 10:30 AM, Tallmadge Community Easter Service,
and Prerecorded Online FCC Service with Special Music

APRIL UPDATE
Ignite and Catalyst have both grown in numbers this month, hitting a record high of 25 kids attending
Ignite! The kids are doing an amazing job at preparing for the egg sale. We have majorly
surpassed our goal so keep your eyes peeled for a final count update coming soon.
Keep an eye out for Ignite and Catalyst as they welcome all those attending the Tallmadge Community Easter service at the high school. Give us a honk as you drive by!
Finally, we are super excited to announce that we will be hosting Humans Vs. Zombies again on April
25th at 5pm-7pm. Get your socks and canned food ready to bless Jake's Reach!
Rachel Tassile, Youth Ministries Coordinator
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EGG YOUR YARD YOUTH FUNDRAISER
Don't waste time filling and hiding eggs for your kids when you could be staying warm inside. Let Ignite
and Catalyst do it for you! This was a huge hit last year, so we are bringing it back. All you have to do is
fill out our online order form and on Saturday April 3rd, 2021, happy little Easter helpers will come egg
your yard. You have the option to Venmo money or leave an envelope with cash or a check in your mailbox for the Easter helpers to pick up. Ordering starts Sunday, February 28th, 2021 and ends March 28th,
2021.

Don't miss out!
It is sure to be
Eggs-citing!

Choose your package:
Chick Package ($10) 15 eggs
Bunny Package ($15) 25 eggs
Pastel Package ($25) 40 eggs

Thanks to Catalyst and Ignite for all of the support during their Staff Appreciation Week. Your signs and treats really brightened our week!! — FCC Staff

Thanks everyone for your concern, for your calls, cards, meals, and everything else you have done for me during this process. — Gary

2021 Altar Flower Sign-Up
Our new 2021 Altar Flower Sign-Up Poster is now
hanging in the hallway outside of the mailroom.
We have many Sundays available. Please sign up
on the poster or email/call the church office.
Arrangements are $28 each. Fill out the form in
the hallway and give it and your payment to
Cathy Cotter, Administrative Coordinator.

Congratulations
Congratulations to David and Sharon Bible who
are celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on April 24th.

Condolences
We share our sympathy with the family and friends of Cletus Wade, father of
Dennis Wade and Terri Roliff, who passed away March 2, 2021.
We share our sympathy with the family and friends of Jack Nagel, who passed
away March 3, 2021.
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April 2021
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

7pm—Maundy
Thursday

10am—12pm,
Church Open
for Prayer

9am—Brass Group
Practice

EGG YOUR YARD!
4
10:30 AM Community
Easter Service

11
10am — Worship

5

6

7

8

Church Office
Closed

6pm—Naranon

7pm — Cub
Scouts

10am — Staff
Meeting

12

13

14

15

6pm—Naranon

7pm — Cub
Scouts

10am — Staff
Meeting

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

Council

10am — Worship
3:30pm—Catalyst
5pm — Ignite

16

17

23

24

12pm—
Tallmadge Min-

7pm—Boy Scouts
19

10

12pm—Herald
Deadline

7pm — Executive

6pm—Heritage

18

9

20

21

1pm & 8pm—
Women’s Book
Study (Zoom)

6pm—Naranon

10 am—Herald
Angels

6pm—Heritage

Making

7pm — Cub
Scouts

27

28

6pm—Card

22
10am — Staff
Meeting

7pm—Boy Scouts

25

26

29

10am — Worship
9:45 am — Tree5pm-7pm, Humans vs house Field Day
Zombies (Youth Event)
6pm—Heritage

10am — Staff
Meeting

7pm—Boy Scouts
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Pastoral Staff

Rev. David Brumbaugh

330.633.4931

cell phone: 717-466-1216
dbrumbaughfcc@sbcglobal.net
trumpet@dejazzd.com

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

rgnehrenz@att.net

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Dee West

330.633.4421

dwest890@aol.com

Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry
Hearts in Service

Cathy Cotter
Rachel Tassile
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Steve Ristich

Senior Pastor

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Administrative Coordinator
M.S. & H.S. / Youth Ministries Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian
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tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
rachel.tassile.fcctallmadge@gmail.com
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com

