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This will be my final pastor's message to you as your senior pastor. The
June Herald opening remarks will be highlighted either by your incoming
Interim Pastor or Moderator Ken Caldwell, or perhaps, both. I have dedicated my best efforts to First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC,
especially as an advocate for moving FCC forward in the areas of worship,
pastoral care, teaching ministries, and outreach in the community. I am
especially grateful for sharing leadership with former Moderator Tim Burns and ViceModerator Larry Davies; and with current Moderator Ken Caldwell and Vice-Moderator
Missy Newcomer. They have been wonderful partners in helping to navigate ministry
throughout my three plus years, especially through the awful Covid-19 Pandemic. We
had at least 50 members and staff who played crucial roles in not only keeping worship
and other ministries going, but also in being "aces" in making difficult decisions. You owe
the above people much in thanksgiving and appreciation.
I also want to thank the FCC staff, including those who have retired or left for professional opportunities prior to this writing. We continue to hold Steve Ristich in our thoughts
and prayers as he recovers from his recent 6 weeks in the hospital. My prayers and best
wishes also go with Rachel Tassile, who recently resigned as Youth Coordinator for both
the Catalyst and Ignite at FCC (see my thoughts about Rachel later in this Herald). She
was a jewel to support, smart, and inventive—a very hard and attentive worker. Best of
all, she loves Jesus, the Church, and the youth.
With May on the horizon, we have worship highlights during all five worship Sundays of
the month. In addition to the worship listing later in the Herald, I would like to uplift the
following special occasions:
May 02 - Holy Communion will be served inside and available in the parking lot.
May 09 - Mother's Day will be celebrated with three book gift options for all
ladies of the Church to choose from either before or after worship.
Happy Mother's Day!
May 16 - This Sunday officially concludes our Christian Education season,
mostly done virtually this year, but with creative opportunities for all ages.
We will also celebrate High School Graduation, and all graduates, on this
graduation Sunday. Come with your caps and gowns! A special recognition
will take place during and after the worship service. Scholarships will
be announced and shared during the worship service, as FCC awards financial
assistance to those who have met the highest standards of criteria set by
the scholarship committee.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS CONTINUED…
May 23 - Pentecost!! Wear red and-or white. The Holy Spirit is celebrated on this birthday of the Church. Eight
Confirmands will take part in the Rite of Confirmation on this Sunday (see the confirmation list later in
this edition of the Herald)
May 30 - Trinity Sunday and Memorial Weekend. A celebration of the Trinity will be the focus of our worship
service, also with thoughtful prayers of thanksgiving and remembrance for those whose lives were taken
and given in service to our country and for others around the world.
Blessings, Pastor Dave

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
APRIL 25 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture Lesson: Acts 4:5-12
Message “Christian Courage – Peter’s Gut Check”
MAY 02 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Scripture Lessons: Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8
Message “Weird Things Happen With God”
MAY 09 – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Scripture Lessons: Acts 10:44-48; John 15:9-17
Message “Lessons from Mothers”


All mothers in attendance in-house and in the parking lot will receive a Mother’s Day thank-you gift!
MAY 16 – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
GRADUATION SUNDAY
Gospel Lesson: John 17:6-19
Message “Jesus’ Prayer”
MAY 23 – PENTECOST AND CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Scripture Lessons: Acts 2:1-13; John 15:26-27
Message “All It Takes Is A Rush of Wind”



The Rite of Confirmation will take place for our eight Confirmands. Come join in the party of Pentecost and
Confirmation. Wear red and white.
MAY 30 – TRINITY SUNDAY
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
Scripture Lessons: Romans 8:12-19; John 3:1-17
Message “A Hard Fought For Doctrine”
JUNE 06 – SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(This will be Pastor David’s last Sunday at FCC)
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Summary of April 11, 2021 Meeting
•

One of the conclusions arrived at by the Reference Team and consultant David Brubaker was that the existing structure of the Executive Council is hampered by its size which, as a result, makes it more difficult to
enact measures beneficial to the operations of our church. Mike Carter presented two options for reorganizing the Executive Council that would address the current structural problems. We will decide which option
is best for us as a church as we move forward at the May meeting. Regardless of which option is chosen, we
need to do things differently to be more efficient in the decision-making process.

•

Reporting for the Board of Christian Education, Jennifer Ross shared that plans are moving forward for another “Humans vs. Zombies” youth event. Socks and donations will benefit “Jake’s Reach.” Upcoming
events of note are a combination Graduation Sunday and Scholarship Sunday on May 16. Confirmation Sunday will be held on May 23. Work continues on this summer’s VBS program.

•

The Staff/Pastoral Relations Committee held a meeting on March 11th. Pastor Dave addressed the committee regarding his feeling about all that has happened and his suggestions for future functioning of this
committee. On April 5th, the committee met with consultant David Brubaker. Mr. Brubaker talked about his
findings and working with the Reference Team. He discussed the five themes and current challenges we are
facing. The committee will begin working on a revised church profile to be used in the search for an interim
pastor.

•

Scholarship applications are due by April 25. If you are part of our church family and are attending or plan
to attend college, you are eligible for consideration for a scholarship. Our church recognizes the value of
education, and we are blessed to have a scholarship endowment fund.

•

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministry, reported that the two groups of the book club will meet together for their final session. Planning for VBS continues. The year is drawing to a close for Treehouse Pre
School. Interviews for new staff positions are nearly completed. There are only 12 spots remaining for students in the fall.

•

The Interim Pastor Search Committee will be composed of Ken Caldwell, Missy Newcomer, Jared Kelley and
Jana Capliinger.

•

With regret, we accepted the resignation of our Youth Ministries Coordinator Rachel Tassile. Please keep
Rachel in your prayers as she journeys on in faith.

Any questions, please contact me: Ken Caldwell, Moderator | kcaldwell@neo.rr.com | 330-957-8864
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CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT
On Tuesday, April 13, 2021, the Executive Council approved by consensus the following Congregational Covenant.
This Covenant was created in response to the first recommendation by the Reference Team.

FCC CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT
Through the process of focus groups, surveys, interviews and zoom meetings with the
Executive Council (EC), it has become abundantly clear that interaction with others and
personal relationships are what people miss the most.
A significant part of the interaction is that "Open and clear lines of communication are
essential."
To that end, we as followers of Jesus Christ, the members and friends of FCC Tallmadge,
make this covenant:
Whereas we strive to be a successful, friendly, and welcoming church, we will include
diversity in thought and life experiences:
•

When communicating, we will do so with dignity and respect. We will communicate only our truth, striving not to participate in gossip or hurtful comments.

•

When others are speaking, we will listen to their positions without interruption,
argumentation, or judgment.

•

We will endeavor to learn from each other about the many spiritual paths that
have led people to FCC.

•

We will work together to build and strengthen FCC through programs and outreach in the community.

Successful communication will begin with each of us and will be sustained through the leadership of the
Senior Pastor, professional staff, Boards, Committees, and interest groups.

UPCOMING SUNDAYS IN MAY
We have a lot going on during the month of May at FCC. Mark your calendars for these special Sundays:

May 2nd

Communion

May 9th

Mother’s Day

May 16th

Graduation Sunday / Scholarships

May 23rd

Confirmation Sunday / Pentecost

May 30th

Memorial Weekend
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has grown to 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the
individuals listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain
confidential. You may call or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

PRAYER LIST

Marianne Hannum

Noreen Ashley

Bev Haught

Tim Ashley

James Hedden
(friend of Bonnie Fordham)

Maya Marquette
(friend of the Ross Family)

Jim Mayfield
Hannah McConihe

Biff Baker
Jan Hetzel
Marilyn Berta
(Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Donnie Joyner

Bea Clarke

Zell Lambert

Katie Moore

David & Jackie Parker
C.J. Smith
Alzheimer's Care Giver
Support Group
Confidential Names on
our Prayer Lists

Adrian & Rose Oana

MONTHLY FINANCIALS

March, 2021 operating income of $27,252 was $3,000 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for
the month were $29,033 resulting in a deficit of $1,782 in March, and a year-to-date surplus of $8,570. While
many of us have been hibernating, our ministries have not stoped. We look forward in prayer to a theology of
generosity, and the ability to continue growing our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up
for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the
Church or sent from your bank’s online system.
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Old Hymnals to be Donated

2021 Faithful
Gift Fund

We are all hopeful that we will be able to return to
regular services soon and when that happens, we will
see new hymnals in our pews. The obvious question is
" what happened to the old hymnals?" The short
answer is, "They will be donated to groups and
organizations that will be able to use them in their
gatherings and meetings." But
wait, as we were looking over
the old hymnals we noticed
that many of them had been
given to the First Congregational Church by members and members' families. We
want those members and families to know that they
have not been forgotten, and we wish to extend to
those members and their families the opportunity to
stop by the First Congregational Church and pick up
those hymnals for their own use and pleasure. The
hymnals will not be donated to other groups until this
fall. The rest of the spring and summer will offer plenty of time to stop by and pick up those hymnals which
were so thankfully and graciously donated.

“Give, and it will be given to you...given back with a

bonus and blessing.” Luke 6:38

Thanks to all who have so generously donated to our
Faithful Gift Fund in order to help balance our budget.
The current balance for the fund is now up to
$14,121.47. Your continued prayers on this matter
are greatly appreciated.
2021 Memorial
Scholarship
Applications are
due April 25th.
Please see our
website for more
information.
Scholarships will be awarded on
Graduation Sunday, May 16th.

Many thanks to all from the Trustees.

CONFIRMATION ON PENTECOST, SUNDAY, MAY 23!
What a joy to teach confirmation class this past year, and what a wonderful group of youth to teach, to encourage, and to hear their very challenging questions! First of all, my appreciation for
teaching partners Shelly Hall and Dianne Drummond. Both of these ladies brought
meaningful experience and ideas to our class time! Second, I would like to thank the
class for their steady attendance, participation, openness, and challenging questions.
We enjoyed listening to modern Christian music, painting "creation" pictures, and
reviewing the important aspects of our faith. This year's class members are: Aidan
Birch, Matthew Foster, Joey Kanatzar, Gabriel Newcomer, Jacob Newcomer, Ryan
Peters, Kaitlyn Poff, and Irene Scherer. The Rite of Confirmation will be proceeded
by the sacrament of Baptism for one of our confirmands (and a reaffirmation of baptism vows by everyone in attendance). Following the worship service we invite the
congregation to join the confirmands in the Atrium for a time of congratulations,
welcome, treats, and gift opening! This has been a memorable class and I couldn’t be prouder of these wonderful youth and their commitment to Jesus Christ, to the Church, and specifically to First Congregational Church.
Join us for this important day in the lives of our young members!
Pastor Dave, Shelly Hall, and Dianne Drummond.
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THANK YOU, RACHEL TASSILE!
When I arrived as your pastor three years ago, I recommended that FCC hire a parttime youth coordinator in order to uplift the standards of modern youth ministry
and to move the needle in a growing direction. Tim Burns and I assembled a search
committee who did a marvelous job guiding us through the confidential
search process and recommending Rachel as the candidate for this position. I also
met with Rachel and gave my "thumbs up" for her selection. Over the past two
years, FCC has been rewarded with Rachel's selfless and humble leadership in
many ways. Her energy, inventiveness, and dedication (especially considering a
part-time 12-15 hour time limit) was well appreciated by the youth and parents,
and that was the most important thing. — Pastor Dave
Below are just some of Rachel's direct positive impact upon our congregation's ministry:
- Renamed Senior Youth Ministry to: Catalyst. Renamed Junior Youth to: Ignite.
- Invented and organized the "Christmas Cruise Through" this past Advent
- Organized the "Trunk or Treat" event at Halloween.
- Held Virtual Youth bible studies on the book of Romans during the Pandemic
- Chose the youth songs for all worship services
- Participated in worship leadership and ideas for improving our technical support
for outside and inside worship services.
- She and husband Scott lead weekly Youth Experiences utilizing the inside and outside
advantages of our property. Thanks, much, to Scott for his time and dedication to the youth!
- Invented and organized two Easter “Egg Your Yard" fund raising events that
raised over $500 this past Easter for youth ministries.
- Shared many ideas at staff meetings that enhanced our over-all ministries in other
areas of our Church life.
- She and the youth honored all staff with "staff appreciation" signs, treats, and other
acknowledgements during this past Lent.

HUMAN’S VS ZOMBIES—YOUTH EVENT
On Sunday, April 18th, our Youth Groups, Catalyst and Ignite, combined with the First Church of God Youth
Group, to host a memorable night of “Humans vs Zombies.” The kids brought in canned food and sock donations
to support “Jake’s Reach.” Here are just a few photos from this fun event. Twenty-nine attended!
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May Kindness Calls and Cards
You are part of the body of Christ at First Congregational Church. There are so many
people in our congregation, both family and friends, who are struggling with being
alone, worshiping at home and not being able to be with our church family. Just so
you know… we are STILL CONNECTED!
We have been using a card campaign to reach out and connect with others. Are you
interested in writing a note to some people of the church? We would love your help
in May. We have made some postcards for you to add a handwritten note that could
brighten someone's day. Contact the office by April 28, if you would like to write to participate. Some people
even met at the church to write them. We will provide you with a list of addresses by May 15.

Calling all YOUTH
Rachel has added so much to our church youth program. With her resignation, we
wanted to share our appreciation with her and Scott. If you are in 6-12 grade and
would like to celebrate her, please join us on April 25, at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall for cake and drinks. It will be a great time to celebrate Rachel and Scott for all they
did for our youth group and wish them well.

VBS Curriculum Planning

Graduating High School Seniors

The Board of Christian Education is hosting a Vacation Bible School Curriculum planning session
on April 25, at 11:30 AM, in the David Bacon
Room. Everyone is invited to participate. Come
with your ideas and the willingness to brainstorm
for a four day VBS program. We will be discussing
themes, crafts, bible verses, music, daily stories
and schedules. The more people who come to
brainstorm, the better the program will be.

We invite our graduating high school seniors to celebrate
your accomplishments on May 16th. First Congregational
Church has always felt education and your accomplishments are reason to celebrate. A letter was mailed to you
to gather more information for a celebration that day.
Please return that form to the office or email it to Wendy
by May 2nd.

Vacation Bible School will be held during the last
two weeks of June.

Our confirmation class will be joining the
church on Pentecost Sunday,
May 23, 2021.

and AED training
If anyone is interested in participating in CPR and AED
(automated external defibrillator) training, please join us
on May 13, at 1:00 PM. This three hour course costs $35/
person. Treehouse Preschool is the host for this event.
Please contact Wendy by May 10 to confirm your reservation for the class.
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Church members have always been able to support the church by bringing offerings to worship, by enrolling
in our automatic offering system, and by using their bank’s online bill pay system. These great methods are
still in place. However, thanks to our database called Realm, we can also offer 3 easy ways for church members and guests to give: Online Giving, Mobile Giving, and Text Giving.
ONLINE GIVING—
1.Click the “Give Now” Button on our church website:
fcctallmadge.org.
2.Enter the amount you want to give, select a fund, choose
a frequency, and enter your email address.
3.Click CONTINUE and enter your payment information to
complete the transaction.
If you have a Realm login, you can log in when prompted to
use your saved payment method.
MOBILE GIVING—

1.Search Connect– Our Church Community in the app store.
2.Download the free app and sign in
3.Tap the GIVING icon at the bottom, tap MAKE A GIFT and follow the prompts
to give.
Need a Realm account for the app?
Contact the church office.

TEXT GIVING

1.Text “FCCOT” and any amount to 73256.
2.Click the link you receive in the text message response.
3.Follow the prompts to give.
Text giving saves your payment information so you can quickly give again.
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Thanks to everyone who brought in macaroni and cheese and goldfish crackers to donate to Family Promise.
The families living at Glendora House will surely enjoy them. Thanks again!
—Betty Cottrill
Thanks to all who donated to the Special Music Fund this Easter season. It is because of your generous donations that we are able to invite talented musicians to enrich our worship services. — Nancy Lynn Robinson

Don and I would like to thank Pastor Dave for the visit, plus all who said prayers, sent cards, and made phone
calls to Don after his recent surgery. He is still doing therapy, but is making progress. It was good to be able to
come back to church. We are blessed to have a caring church family. —Don and Judy Woerz.

Condolences
We share our sympathy with the family and friends of Ralph O’Neil, who passed away
March 28, 2021.
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May 2021
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.
1

2

3

9

5

6

Election
6pm—Heritage
7pm—Boy Scouts 6pm—Naranon

7pm — Cub
Scouts

10

12

11

13

6pm—Heritage

8
10am —Cub
Scouts Rank-Up
Ceremony

10am — Staff
Meeting

MOTHER’S DAY

10am — Worship

7

Ohio Primary

10am — Worship/
Communion
11am—CE Meeting

4

14

15

21

22

12pm—Herald
Deadline

6pm—Naranon

7pm—Boy Scouts 7pm — Executive
Council
16

17

18

19

20

GRADUATION SUNDAY
10am — Worship

6pm—Naranon
6pm—Heritage

10am — Staff
Meeting

6pm—Card

District Pinewood
Derby

12pm—
Tallmadge

7pm—Boy Scouts Making

Ministerium
23

24

25

26

27

PENTECOST—
CONFIRMATION
10am — Worship

30

6pm—Heritage

10am — Staff
Meeting

6pm—Naranon

7pm—Boy Scouts

31

TRINITY SUNDAY
10am — Worship

MEMORIAL DAY
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28

29
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Pastoral Staff

Rev. David Brumbaugh

330.633.4931

cell phone: 717-466-1216
dbrumbaughfcc@sbcglobal.net
trumpet@dejazzd.com

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

rgnehrenz@att.net

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Dee West

330.633.4421

dwest890@aol.com

Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry
Hearts in Service

Senior Pastor

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Steve Ristich

Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com

12

