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“Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands
and voices,” so goes the first line of one of my
favorite Thanksgiving hymns. This hymn is ingrained in my memory as one of only a handful of
“Thanksgiving” hymns. It is one hymn that each
year I include in the Thanksgiving Sunday worship
service as we look forward in that coming week
to one of my favorite holidays.
It is only recently that I have really read it. I have
a sense that you, like I, have no problem with
thanking God with our hearts as the hymn suggests. Our country was the first to set aside a day
for giving thanks as a nation. From the beginning
of our country, we have been called by the
founding generations to remember the blessings of God and to be thankful for all that we
have. Our hearts are full when we stop to take a look at our lives and our blessings. It is only
fitting that we take this time to pause – to push out the chaos of the world – and gather with
family and friends to bow our heads and give thanks to Almighty God.
On closer inspection, however, the first line of the hymn states we should thank God with
our hearts and our hands. What does it mean to thank God with our hands? How can we
show our thankfulness with our hands?
This hymn was originally written as a two-stanza family table grace. The gathered family had
come to the table to partake of a meal fashioned by their hands. They had worked the land
and cared for the livestock that became a part of their meal. God had commissioned them
(and all of humanity) to care for the land and its creatures. Utilizing our hands to work for
the care of creation to the glory of God is a way of giving thanks with our hands.
Our hands can give thanks in so many ways. We can become involved in local mission projects, we can visit with a shut-in (taking all Covid precautions), we can serve on boards and
committees, and we can participate in fundraising for worthy mission projects. Our combined resources of time, talent and tithe are infinitely more powerful than our individual
efforts. Our capacity to give thanks is unlimited. Someone once stated simply that,
“Thanksgiving is first giving thanks and then giving.
I am so very thankful for all of you and our new journey in faith. I’m grateful that we get to
spend this Thanksgiving together!
Grace for the journey,
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Summary of October 10, 2021 Meeting
The Board of Stewardship has set October 24th as the Sunday to begin our Financial Campaign. There will be a
speaker each Sunday sharing on the subject, “What Does Church Mean to Me.” In addition, each church board
will have a table in the atrium explaining just what their board does in the life of the church. Michael Shuman is
reviewing the budget.
The Elder’s Ministry will host a Thanksgiving meal on November 21. The theme is “Be Thankful” even in this challenging time.
We, as a church, are beginning the search process for a Youth Leader. This individual would work 20 hours a week
the entire year. This change has been made due to the summer responsibilities of a youth leader. Not working in
the summer does not reflect the job description. As summer mission trip is just one example of why the youth
leader is needed in the summer. Many thanks to Shelley Hall for her work in our Youth Ministry helping to bridging the gap during this time of transition.
Our Music Ministry continues to work toward functioning as close to pre-covid as possible. We are always making
our choices to honor God and enhance our worship experience.
Pastor Dan shared that the Bowling Green State University Men’s Chorus, ”America’s Finest Singing Machine,” will
be performing at our church on Saturday, Oct. 30th at 4pm. The concert will also include the Cuyahoga Falls High
School A-Capella Singers.
We will celebrate the sacrament of Communion on November 28th, the first Sunday of Advent and the beginning
of the Christian year. We will also be observing the sacrament of Communion on Christmas Eve.

Any questions, please contact me: Ken Caldwell, kcaldwell@neo.rr.com | 330-957-8864

CONDOLENCES
Our deepest sympathy to Guy and Stephanie Joyner on the loss of
Guy’s brother, Donnie Joyner. Donnie passed away October 9,
2021.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
OCT. 24—TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

NOV 14—TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF

CONSECRATION SUNDAY

Scripture: Psalm 1:3a

Scripture: Psalm 1.3a, Mark 13:1-8

Message: “Rooted in Love”

Message: “Rooted in Love: Planted by Streams of Water”

OCT. 31—TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

NOV 21—TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

REFORMATION/ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

Scripture: Psalm 1:3a, Mark 12.28-34

Scripture: Joel 2.21-27, Matthew 6:25-33

Message: “Rooted in Love: In Awe of Grace”

Message: “All is Safely Gathered In ”

NOV 7—TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

NOV 28—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

COMMUNION

COMMUNION

Scripture: Psalm 1.3a, Mark 12:38-44

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21:25-36

Message: “Rooted in Love: Money Follows Values”

Message: “All Earth is Hopeful: Hope ”

ADVENT BEGINS
NOVEMBER 28TH
“Toda la Tierra” is a Spanish Advent hymn composed by Alberto Taulé. This hymn speaks of the
earth waiting in hopeful expectation of the promised savior. This Advent, we will explore the
themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that are
prevalent in the season of Advent as well as in
this hymn as we “wait” for the celebration of
Christ’s birth!

Our Mission for God in 2022
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
(Psalm 1.3a)

Our stewardship theme for this year will provide us a time to have rich conversations this fall! We will reflect on the words of the Psalmist: “They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season.” As we think
about this verse, it reminds us of all the ways our congregation roots our life together: worship, friendship, service, justice, prayer. Our congregation is that stream
of water which nourishes our souls. Starting Sunday, October 24, we will have an
intentional time in worship to hear from a First Congregational member on “what
First Congregational means to me.” These witnessing stewards will inspire us with
their faith journey stories. We will also have some reflective time and prayer as we
consider what our gift to FCC will be this year. The Stewardship Campaign will culminate on Consecration Sunday, November 14, 2021. That day, we’ll have the opportunity to bring our pledge cards forward and offer them to God along with our prayers for God’s guidance
over the coming year. First Congregational Church of Tallmadge strives to be a congregation that “makes God
the foundation of everyday living.”
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

September, 2021 operating income of $26,815 was $3,550 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the month were $26,993 resulting in a deficit of ($180) in September, and a year-to-date deficit of ($7,635).
As stewards of the Church, please pray for renewed commitments of time, talent and treasure for our ministries.
We look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity, and the ability to reinvigorate the growth of our ministries.
Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made
online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from your bank’s online system.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on Monday, November 8, at 10:00 a.m. in the David Bacon Room. We hope that current members and those interested in joining will
find time in their schedules to attend. We meet for an hour and a half to allow time to
work on individual projects. See you there.
You can call Elaine Engle at 330-633-0896 for more information.
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“PRAY WITH US”
Will you become a member of our prayer chain family? Stop by our table on October 24 th
to sign up or text or call Diana Caldwell @ 330-265-5723.

Noreen Ashley

Zell Lambert

Tim Ashley

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Biff Baker

Jim Mayfield

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Robert Mayfield

Candy Black (Sandy Haydu’s daughter)

Katie Moore

Steve & Chris Burr

David & Jackie Parker

Barbara Byrne (Loreen Davies’s sister)

C.J. Smith

Bea Clarke

Mikey Tonsky and family

Greg Godar (son-in-law of Roger and Sue Lyons)

John Vogland (friend of Gary Fulton)

Marianne Hannum
Bev Haught

Judy Woerz

Kim Kuzior (cousin of Richean Kuzior)

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group
I wish to express my deep appreciation for the online services and to all those who have made it possible. The
thoughtful notes and calls have meant so much. The church
has done so much to keep the commitment and importance
for our spiritual needs. —Carolyn Atwood Mackey
I want to thank my church family for the prayers, cards,
phone calls, and visits since my recent surgery. Don would
also like to say thanks for prayers for the episode he had
before my surgery. Scary time for both of us, but we know
prayers work. — Judy & Don Woerz

We would like to express our thanks to Pastor Dan Doty, and all our church members, for your prayers, phone calls,
and cards concerning the health of our great grandson, Andrew Simmons. He is doing much better new with a very
encouraging prognosis. Thanks again — Don & Glenna Simmons
THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who helped in the planning and implementing of Pastor Appreciation Sunday. They are: Wendy Brown, Jane Huffman, Gary Myers, Rebecca Moore, Missy Newcomer, Anne Pertick, Tim
Burns, Jane Charles, Richard Thomason, Sarah Ickes, Cathy Cotter, Janet Davis, Women’s Fellowship and Amy Doty.
Thank you all for your help and keeping it quiet. — Jana Caplinger, Chair Pastoral/Staff Relations Committee
My Dear FCC family,
Amy and I were completely blow away by your recognition of us on Pastor Appreciation Sunday. In my 25 years of
ministry, you are the first church to honor us in such a way. I’m thrilled to be here and serving among you! Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts. We were deeply touched. (My only worry is that I now have to live up to all the
beautiful things the Jana said about me ;-) Again, thanks so much you are all so very dear to us!
— Love, Dan and Amy
Dear Prayer Chain and Church Family,
Thank you all so much for the many prayers and thoughtful cards for my brother Donnie Joyner. He will be sadly
missed. May God Bless You All —Guy & Stephanie Joyner & Family
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October 24 @ 11 AM: Christmas Pageant Practice Meeting
We are going to meet on Oct. 24 in the David Bacon Room with all students in 5th
grade and younger. We will discuss the best night to practice and determine who
would like to be in the pageant. The Christmas pageant will be shared on December
19th at noon.

Oct. 31 @ 3 PM: Trunk or Treat

November 14 @ 11:30 AM: Rake ‘n Run

We need people to come decorate
their cars, pass out candy, and maybe
create a game to be played. There are
many different themes out there. Be
creative and have fun as a family.
Please invite friends to join us. Please
arrive between 2:30-2:45 to set up
your car so it is ready for our ghosts
and goblins at 3 pm.

This annual tradition
is a great event. We
pull people together
to help others.
Bring your raking
equipment
(blowers, tarps,
rakes, gloves, water
bottles) and a dish
to share for lunch.
We will provide pizza, but bring something to share with everyone
else. We will rake until 1:30 or 2 pm. This is a fun event to do as a
family, get service hours for school, and bring friends to. It is amazing how fast many hands can rake a yard.
IF YOU NEED HELP RAKING YOUR YARD OR YOU KNOW SOMEONE
THAT COULD USE HELP, CONTACT WENDY AND WE WILL DO OUR
BEST TO YOU.

Advent Workshop and Hanging of the Greens: November 28
We are coming together on November 28 to enjoy a meal, create advent crafts
and participate in the hanging of the greens to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. Come to worship and then afterwards, come to the fellowship hall for lunch
and fellowship. We will be offering crafts for anyone interested. Others can help
hanging the greens in the sanctuary. What a great event to involve people of all
ages!

Breakfast with Santa: December 4
This year, we are excited to bring back Breakfast with Santa. The event will be held Saturday, December 4, from 9-11 AM. We invite you to enter the Atrium filled with beautiful photo locations, enjoy breakfast and then a visit with Santa. You will also go home
with a bag of crafts to make at home. Our craft rooms are too small to offer ample space
for socially distancing.
Masks are required for all those attending age 3 and older, except while eating your
breakfast. Tickets are $5 per person. Age 2 and younger are free. Tickets can be purchased in the Atrium on Sunday, November 7, or in the church office beginning Nov. 8.
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Come join us for WAMM:
Children’s Worship, Art and Music Ministry
Each Sunday, we offer WAMM for children ages 5th grade and
younger. Bring your children to worship and then after the children’s moment, we will take all the children with us to WAMM in
the Fellowship Hall. Amy Doty and Wendy Brown plan many
different activities each week– art, games, science, singing, bells–
for the children to participate in. We will take the children’s message and expand it further during WAMM as well as practice a music piece to share in worship when we are
ready. We hope you will join us. In November, we will be working on music for Christmas and the pageant as
well.

Confirmation Students
Save the Date for
Boston Trip
April 8-11, 2022

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. On Sunday,
October 17th, we recognized Rev. Dan Doty and his
wife, Amy for all that they have done in such a
short time with The First Congregational Church.
Rev. Dan did not waste any time learning all about
our boards, Executive Council, ministries, committees and volunteer groups. He wanted to know about the staff and their responsibilities. In just four months,
he has made such a positive impact. Amy also joined the choir and has been working with the youth choir
through WHAM. She will be helping out with this year’s Christmas pageant.
We gifted Rev. Dan with a thank you card and gift card. Amy received a bouquet of flowers. In addition, they will
be receiving, long sleeved polo shirts embroidered with the church logo.

THANK YOU SO MUCH REV. DAN AND AMY!
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BGSU MEN'S CHORUS
OCTOBER 30TH | 4PM

Some in the Church have tied stewardship to tithing. This
tithing was traditionally thought of as giving 10% of one’s
income to the church. What hardly ever gets thought of in
that context is tithing our time as well. There are 168 hours
in a week. So, in the tithing scenario, one could make the
case of giving 10% or 16 hours weekly to the church. Wow,
that sounds like a lot!
First Congregational is not asking for you to give 16 hours a
week, but what could you give? Beyond the one hour a
week at worship, what other time can you give to the
church in order to facilitate its ministry to the community. If
we truly want “to make God the foundation of everyday living,” what moments during your week can you offer to the
church to make that become a reality in our world? Can you
sign up to be on a board that might “work” in the area of
your greatest passion? If being on a board and going to
meetings isn’t your thing, can you let the church know you’d
be willing to help on certain projects/events so that those
who do serve on boards will have the necessary “personpower” to see that our ministries are carried forward? What
else? Do you have a secret talent or passion that you think
might help serve the church but you just don’t know where
it would fit? Why not sign up to talk to Rev. Dan and see if
the two of you might not be able to come up with some
ideas?
Our stewardship theme for this year, “Rooted in Love,” will
provide us a time to have rich conversations this fall! We
will reflect on the words of the Psalmist: “They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its
season.” As we think about this verse, it reminds us of all
the ways our congregation roots our life together: worship,
friendship, service, justice, prayer. Our congregation is that
stream of water which nourishes our souls. How will you
“offer” to serve the church as it seeks to live into this
reality?
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Come enjoy a night of music and camaraderie by
joining the Bowling Green State University Men’s
Chorus in concert! Founded in 1971, and celebrating their 50th anniversary, the BGSU Men’s
Chorus is steeped in rich tradition, brotherhood,
and a shared devotion for passionate musicmaking. The chorus, under the direction of BGSU
Men’s Chorus alumnus, Dr. Richard Schnipke, endeavors to provide an evening of musical excellence, performing a variety of music ranging from
classics by Schubert to new music by composers
including Dominick DiOrio and Catherine Dalton.
The program will also feature hymn arrangements,
gospel music, traditional BGSU songs, and performances by barbershop quartets. This spring, the
BGSU Men’s Chorus is honored to be performing at
the National Seminar of Intercollegiate Men’s Choruses (IMC), as well as the Midwest American Choral Director’s Association (ACDA) Conference. Music on this tour will provide concert attendees with
a “sneak peak” of the program to be performed at
these high-profile events. To make this tour possible, a freewill offering will be collected to help defray the costs of going on tour. We hope you will
join us! Masks are required for this event.

Come Join Your FCC Family

For a Thanksgiving Meal Together
The Elders Ministry Group of FCC will be sponsoring a Thanksgiving meal for the FCC family on
Sunday, November 21, 2021 following worship.
We want to gather to give thanks to God for seeing us through these past 18+ months and connect as a church family again.
Due to continuing Covid-19 concerns, this traditional Thanksgiving meal is being catered by Giant
Eagle. While the cost of the meal is being sponsored by the Elders Ministry Group, church members are encouraged to make a donation of $5.00
p/meal for those age 13 and up. In order to get a
correct number to give to the caterers, it is imperative that you sign-up after church beginning
October 31st. A Sign-up Genius will also be created to help you reserve your space (as well as secure accurate numbers.)
So, please sign up on Sunday Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and
14 following worship (or with the Sign-up Genius
link.) A limited number of extra portions will be
available that day so please know you won’t be
turned away!

DEACONS
SOCIAL ACTION

PRAYER
CHAIN

TRUSTEES
BOARD/COMMITTEE
INFORMATION FAIR
Stay after worship on October 24 to hear
about all of our great ministry groups
here at FCC. Find out how you can best
serve your church.

Board of
Music Ministry
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STEWARDSHIP

Worship Attendance
Sep 26

136

Oct 10

110

Oct 3

124

Oct 17

137

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

Oct 24

Bob Haydu

Nov. 7

Dave and Sharon Bible

Oct. 31

Jim West

Nov. 14

Margarete Boschert

Ushers
Oct. 24

Gary Myers, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Al Lytle

Oct. 31

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, John Huffman

Nov. 7

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

Nov. 14

Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, Gary Myers

Nov. 21

Don Simmons, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, John Huffman

Nov. 28

Larry Robinson, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Gary Myers

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway
outside of the mailroom.
$28 per arrangement.
Fill out the form and give it
and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Oct. 24
Oct. 31
Nov. 7
Nov. 14 Don and Glenna Simmons
Nov. 21 Betty Cottrill
Nov. 28

FALL

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM | WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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NOVEMBER 2021
Sun.

7

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

6

9am —Quilters
1pm—Bible Study

11am—Staff
Meeting

7 pm—Cub Scouts

7 pm—Choir

10

11

12

13

9am —Quilters

HERALD DEADLINE

1pm—Bible Study

11am—Staff
Meeting

19

20

26

27

8

9 am—Sunday
School
10 am—Worship/
Communion

10 am—Prayer
Shawl

9
6pm—Naranon

7 pm—Cub Scouts

6pm—Heritage

7 pm—Choir

7pm—Boy Scouts
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VETERANS/
CONSECRATION
SUNDAY

15

16

17

18

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

9am —Quilters

7pm—Boy Scouts

6pm—Card

10 am—Herald
Angels

11am—Staff
Meeting

8:30 am—Executive
Council

Making

7 pm—Choir

1pm—Bible Study

9 am—Sun. School

7 pm—Cub Scouts

10 am—Worship

21 THANKSGIVING 22

23

SUNDAY
9 am—Sun. School

6pm—Heritage

10 am—Worship

7pm—Boy Scouts

6pm—Naranon

24

25

9am —Quilters

11am—Staff
Meeting

7 pm—Cub Scouts

7 pm—Choir

11 am— Thanksgiving Meal

28 ADVENT BEGINS 29

30

9 am—Sun. School

10:30 am—
Alzheimer's Caregiver Support
Group

10 am—Worship/
Communion
11 am—Advent
Workshop /
Hanging of the
Greens

6pm—Heritage
7pm—Boy Scouts

6pm—Naranon
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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