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In enters Advent! I simply cannot believe
that it is time to think about ‘hanging the
greens’! Where has the year gone? More
importantly, why does life seem to move
faster and faster?
In enters Advent. Advent in its deepest and
most profound meaning calls us to stop and
prepare. What? We have been shopping,
wrapping, hiding, planning menus, and decorating inside and out. We have been preparing!!!
In enters Advent. No, you need to prepare
for the one. What? Oh, yeah, there is that
one special person for whom I have just the
right gift. They will never expect, it and I
can’t wait to see their face when they open
it!

In enters Advent. No, the one. Oh, you mean Jesus? I’ll get to him on Christmas Eve. I will
light a candle and sing “Silent Night” and I will celebrate his birth. We will hear the story and
see the Christmas pageant.
In enters Advent. You won’t be ready. It’s not about shopping and wrapping, menus and
gifts. It’s not even about Christmas Eve. It is about Jesus. Prepare for him. He is coming everyday in every way. Don’t put it off. Don’t do everything else in your life and then get
around to Jesus. You won’t be ready.
The season of Advent in its simplicity says, “Stop! Listen carefully and you will hear the Angels sing. Listen carefully and the flutter of their wings will brush by your ears. Listen carefully and the still-speaking God will speak a word of peace.”
But you have to be ready to hear it!!!
How do we accomplish this? It may be cliché, but it could be as simple as taking some time
each day to read some scripture and pray to God. Pick up an Advent devotional book. Find
ways to slow down – say no to one thing each day so that you can say yes to some private
time with God. The most important piece is to listen. Listen for the angels; listen for the
voice of God. Maybe then you’ll be ready.
In enters Advent. Listen!!!

10-11—Calendar, Poinsettia and Music Order
Forms
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER 28—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
COMMUNION
Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21:25-36
Message:
“All Earth is Hopeful: Hope ”- Rev. Daniel Doty

DECEMBER 19 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55, Luke 1:39-45
Message:
"All Earth is Hopeful: Love" - Rev. Daniel Doty

DECEMBER 05 – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 3:7-18
Message:
"All Earth is Hopeful: Peace" - Rev. Daniel Doty

DECEMBER 24— CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 pm— Family Service
10:00 pm— Candlelight Service/Communion

DECEMBER 12 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Luke 3:7-18
Message:
"All Earth is Hopeful: Joy" - Rev. Daniel Doty

DECEMBER 26 – CHRISTMAS CAROL SING
Scripture: Psalm 148, Luke 2:21-40

ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 28TH
“Toda la Tierra” is a Spanish Advent hymn composed by Alberto Taulé. This
hymn speaks of the earth waiting in hopeful expectation of the promised
savior. This Advent, we will explore the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and
Love that are prevalent in the season of Advent as well as in this hymn as
we “wait” for the celebration of Christ’s birth!

COME HOME TO FCC ON
CHRISTMAS EVE!

& ADVENT WORKSHOP
Join your First Congregational family as we decorate our home for the holy seasons of Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany! The Christian Education
Board will also be sponsoring the Advent Workshop. Both events will take place following worship
on November 28. The workshop is a holiday crafting
event for our young ones. They will be able to make
something to take home and give to a loved one.
We will gather in the fellowship hall and enjoy
some lunch together and then “deck the halls” and
make our crafts!!! The Christian Education Board
will be providing lunch so be sure to sign up (at
church or on our website/Facebook page) so we
have an accurate count for lunch. Kickoff the holiday season in style with your church family on the
First Sunday of Advent!

Come celebrate a traditional
Christmas Eve with your church
family on December 25th. We
will hold two services that
evening. The first service will
take place at 5:00pm and be a
family-oriented service featuring our confirmands reading the Christmas Story. We will
sing traditional carols and the service will end with candlelight and the singing of “Silent Night”.
The second service of the evening will be held at
10:00pm. This service will also feature readings and be
centered on the theme, “Faces at the Manger”. There
will be lots of special music at this service with choirs,
guest musicians and Rev. Dan singing, “O Holy Night”. A
special Christmas Eve Communion will also be celebrated
at this service. We will close with the traditional candle
lighting ceremony and the singing of “Silent Night”.
Make plans now to celebrate the birth of Christ with
your church family at First Congregational!
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Summary of the meeting on November 14, 2021
In his report, Pastor Dan shared that are moving toward having both a Facebook Page and a Facebook Group. The group would be a member only access. Implementation of our German partnership will be postponed until after the holidays. Church activities are moving forward with an Advent Workshop and Hanging of the Greens, as well as an Advent Book Study, Men’s Prayer Breakfast and Ladies Christmas Tea.
Work continues on the budget for 2022, with presentation, discussion and voting for approval at
the January 23, 2022 business meeting. The motion was made and approved to appoint Sherri K.
Hawley to the position of Financial Secretary.

THANK YOU MARI-LYN PARRY
We would like to commend Mari-lyn Parry for her many years of outstanding and enthusiastic
service as our Financial Secretary. Her dedication to helping maintain the integrity of the church’s
financial operations as well as many other contributions to improve our church family’s life is
greatly appreciate, not on by the EC, but by the congregation as a whole. Thank you Mar-lyn and
may God bless you and John as you continue with the next steps on your life’s journey.

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Noreen Ashley

Kim Kuzior (cousin of Richean Kuzior)

Tim Ashley

Zell Lambert

Biff Baker

Sharon Letzler

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Candy Black (Sandy Haydu’s daughter)

Jim Mayfield

Barbara Byrne (Loreen Davies’s sister)

Robert Mayfield

Steve Burr

Katie Moore

Bea Clarke

David & Jackie Parker

Ron and Pam Dawson

C.J. Smith

Ed Fowler (Earlene Laymon’s brother)

John Vogland (friend of Gary Fulton)

Greg Godar (son-in-law of Roger and Sue Lyons)

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Marianne Hannum
Bev Haught

Confidential Names on our Prayer List
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

October, 2021 operating income of $28,940 was $1,400 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses
for the month were $27,940 resulting in a surplus of $1,000 in October and a year-to-date deficit of ($15,700). As
stewards of the church, please pray for renewed commitments of time, talent and treasure for our ministries. We
look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity, and the ability to reinvigorate the growth of our ministries. Contact the church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online
through a link on our website, mailed to the church or sent from your bank’s online system.

Tallmadge Good Neighbors Christmas Support
Tallmadge Good Neighbors would like gift cards to provide for Tallmadge
neighbors in need for Christmas. If you wish to support the Tallmadge
Neighbors in Need Christmas effort, you may provide gift cards to the
Church Office (before Monday, December 6th) or Ron Mitchell in the Atrium after church on December 5th. Gift cards for grocery stores (Giant Eagle, Acme), drug stores, department stores (Target, Walmart, Meijer,
Macys) and lumber & hardware stores ( Lowes, Home Depot) could be
used.
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Quilt and Wall Hanging

RAYER

DONATION DRAWING
The quilters are selling donation drawing
tickets for a “Peacock Wall Hanging” and a
“Dresden Plate” quilt. Tickets cost one dollar
and will be on sale Sunday mornings before
and after worship.

HAWL

PDATE

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet in December. The next meeting will be Monday, January
10, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. in the David Bacon Room.
This ministry was started 14 years ago. We have
given out over 400 prayer shawls and over 100 baptism blankets. There is always a need for a prayer
shawl. They provide warmth and comfort to those
who receive one.

FCC DEACONS
The Deacons Ministry Board is seeking a few good
women and men to become Deacons to help lead the
Congregation into 2022 and beyond.

This is an outreach program where these shawls are
given where ever there is a need. These shawls
have gone as far as California and Florida. If you
know someone who would benefit from one of the
shawls let Elaine know. She will make sure your request is filled. You may reach her at 330-633-0896.

Please send your interest to Richard Thomason,
Chairman of Deacons Ministry.

ADVENT BOOK STUDY
Rev. Doty will hold an evening class on Wednesdays at 6PM. This group will study the
book, “Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study” by Walter Brueggemann.
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles--Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah
ponders each title and how the people understood it then, how Jesus did or did not
fulfill the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of that title.
Christians have claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the
Old Testament. In this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles the
questions: "What were these expectations?" and "Did Jesus fulfill them?"
Books are available in the church office and cost $12.00. This class will be presented in
three sessions on Wednesday nights 12/1, 8, and 15 at 6PM in the Heritage Room.

CONDOLENCES
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to






Amy McConihe and Marie Lavender on the loss of their mother,
Carolyn Wilkens, on November 10, 2021.
Theresa Heaton on the loss of her friend and significant other,
Tom Becze, on November 13, 2021.
Sharon Letzler on the loss of her husband, Tom Letzler, on November 15, 2021.
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Celebrate the Joy of Christmas Season
Christmas is a time to celebrate the things that bring us JOY! Beginning the
first week of Advent, November 28, a bulletin board will be in the Atrium.
Please stop and write what brings you joy. We will have this in the Atrium during the entire season of Advent, so stop any time you wish to read others Joy
or celebrate yours.

25 Days of Christmas Fundraiser

Hanging of the Greens & Advent Workshop

The Board of Christian Education is having a fundraiser
for the Confirmation Boston Trip. We will have a
DAILY drawing (25 winners) to win donated gift cards.
Daily winners will receive a gift card worth $25 or
more. You can purchase “25 days of Christmas” tickets for $5 each at the Breakfast with Santa table in the
Atrium. Last day to purchase a ticket will be November 28. Come support this wonderful experience.

November 28, after worship
The Board of Christian Education will be offering an
Advent Workshop while we are decorating the sanctuary for the Advent season. Lunch will be provided so
please sign up at the Christian Education Table. We
are asking that each family pay $10 to participate.
Here are the crafts that we are offering this year:

If you are interested in donating gift cards for $25 or
more for the fundraiser, please purchase your card
and give it to Wendy Brown or Sarah Ickes.

12 inch felt wreath
Sand Art Ornament

Nativity Candle
Bell Ornament

Wooden decoration
Mini Cross-stitch

Advent Calendars

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, December 4
Santa has confirmed his visit and we are so excited! We have arrival times for 9:00, 9:15,
9:30, 9:45, 10:00, 10:15 and 10:30. You can come enjoy the beautiful decorations in the
atrium and take family photos followed by a full breakfast. After breakfast, you will be invited to visit Santa. We will not be making crafts here at the church due to social distancing constraints, but we will give you craft bags to take and make at home. Tickets are available now for $5.00 each (under age 2 are free).
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON IS BACK!
EVERYONE IS INVITED!!! Please sign up and pay this
month to enjoy great fellowship, a gorgeous venue,
delicious food, and a wonderful musical program.
Once again, we are inviting our staff to come as
guests to lunch with us. Once again, we will be
meeting at the beautifully decorated Akron Woman’s
City Club. Once again, there will be a special musical
program, this time by Jill Burke. And, once again,
everyone will have a great time and eat too much!
You may make arrangements at church on Sundays
in November or through the Church office. The AWCC is at 732 W. Exchange St. in Akron. The cost is $35 per person and we will gather at 11:30am on Thursday, December 2nd. PLEASE JOIN US - YOU WOULD BE MISSED!

Gift Cards
For the holidays, consider buying gift cards as gifts or before shopping. These are preloaded
gift cards where a percentage (3-15%) goes to the church.
We have many cards on hand every Sunday morning and many others can be ordered. Below is
a list of the cards we presently have and a complete list is available at the table. There are
restaurants, grocers, hotels, and airlines available.
Contact Dianne at dgalloway44221@yahoo.com to order. Orders placed by Tuesday will be available on Sunday.
Giant Eagle
Subway
Kohls
Cracker Barrel
Walmart
Dairy Queen

Meijer
Menards
Longhorn
Olive Garden
Dominoes
Bath & Body Works

Rite Aid
Taco Bell
Amazon
Texas Roadhouse
Dunkin Donuts
Applebees

Starbucks
Target
Five Below
Sheetz

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
All men of the church are invited to the December Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, December 18 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Rev.
Doty will set up his infamous omelet bar and serve the men omelets that
day. Please RSVP to the church office or use Sign-up Genius (see our
website/Facebook page) by Thursday, December 16.

FCC Ladies Christmas Tea with Holiday Music
Rev. Dan and WNI invite the ladies of First Congregational Church to a Christmas
Tea on Monday, December 13 at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please join us for a fun
evening of fellowship, finger foods, and tea while we enjoy spending time together
and getting to know Rev. Dan. We might even get a few holiday songs sung by
Rev. Dan!!!
Sign-ups for this event will be in the atrium after church service beginning Sunday,
November 21 or through Sign-up Genius (click here) by December 5. There is no
charge for this event. We will be collecting monetary donations for Tallmadge Good
Neighbors the evening of the program.
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Come Join Your FCC Family

For a Thanksgiving Meal Together
The Elders Ministry Group of FCC will be sponsoring a
Thanksgiving meal for the FCC family on Sunday, November 21, 2021 following worship. We want to gather to
give thanks to God for seeing us through these past 18+
months and connect as a church family again.
Due to continuing Covid-19 concerns, this traditional
Thanksgiving meal is being catered by Giant Eagle. While
the cost of the meal is being sponsored by the Elders
Ministry Group, church members are encouraged to
make a donation of $5.00 p/meal for those age 13 and
up. In order to get a correct number to give to the caterers, it is imperative that you sign-up after church beginning October 31st. A Sign-up Genius will also be created
to help you reserve your space (as well as secure accurate numbers.)
So, please sign up on Sunday, Oct. 31, Nov. 7 and 14 following worship (or with the Sign-up Genius link.) A limited number of extra portions will be available that day
so please know you won’t be turned away!

Rev. Dan to Perform with the Akron Symphony
Dan will join the Akron Symphony Orchestra and Chorus for their “Home for the
Holiday's concert on Friday, December 10 at 7:30pm at EJ Thomas Hall at the University of Akron. The ASO will welcome other special guests for an evening of traditional carols, inspiring songs and holiday cheer. Dan will be featured in a work for
the orchestra, chorus and children’s choir entitled, “Holy Night of Angels.” You
might even recognize him as he tries to help out the big man from up North. So
come early and get a picture with the “jolly one”! Tickets can be purchased at
www.akronsymphony.org.
Thank you to all who donated money and Menards gift cards to Shawn Galloway's Eagle Project. He has reached his goal and will begin construction
the last week of November. He is putting up a fence for Treehouse Preschool students around one of our playgrounds, as some type of barrier will
soon be required on playgrounds.
Thank you for your kind gift and for remembering me so nicely. I will think
of you always. Please remember to call 330-724-5149 or stop by.
Love, Steve Ristich
Thank you to all who served and worked for the funeral luncheon on Saturday: Carol Dowey, Sylvia Taylor, Sandy Farabee, Janet McCaulley, Paula
Victor, Barb Dolensky, Phil Tanner, Barb Tanner, Bob Davies — and the men
who served: Gary Myers, Tim Burn, and Ken Caldwell. It was a great success. Thanks again — Janet Davis
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Worship Attendance
Oct 24

149

Nov. 7

137

Oct. 31

129

Nov. 14

161

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

Nov. 21 Tom & Linda Kester

Dec. 5 Nan Nagel & Sue Canavan

Nov. 28 Gary & Kim Fulton

Dec. 12 Jana Caplinger

Dec. 19 John Huffman

Dec. 26 Brenda Bagnoli

Ushers
Nov. 21

Don Simmons, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, John Huffman

Nov. 28

Larry Robinson, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Gary Myers

Dec. 5

Larry Robinson, Gary Fulton, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

Dec. 12

Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, Gary Myers

Dec. 19

Ken Caldwell, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, John Huffman

Dec. 26

Larry Robinson, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Gary Myers

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway
outside of the mailroom.
$28 per arrangement.
Fill out the form and give it
and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Nov. 21 Betty Cottril
Nov. 28 Sandy Haydu
Dec. 5

Barbara Rowles

Dec. 12 Sandy Haydu
Dec. 19
Dec. 26

ADVENT

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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DECEMBER 2021
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

9am—Quilters

11am—Staff

1pm—Bible Study

11:30 am— WF
luncheon

6 pm—Book Study
6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts
5

6

7

9 am—Sunday
School

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

10 am—Worship

7pm—Boy Scouts

6 pm— Pageant
Practice

7pm—Choir
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9

9am—Quilters

HERALD DEADLINE

1pm—Bible Study

11am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—Book Study
6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts
14

15

16

8:30 am—
Executive Council

10 am—Prayer
Shawl

6pm—Naranon

9am—Quilters

11am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship/
Christmas Concert

11
4pm—Pinewood
Derby

7 pm—Choir

13

10 am—Herald
Angels

10

6 pm— Pageant
Practice
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9 am—Sun. School 6pm—Heritage

9am—Breakfast
5pm—Breakfast with Santa
with Santa set
up

6pm— Ladies Tea

1pm—Bible Study

6 pm— Pageant
Practice

7pm—Boy Scouts

6 pm—Book Study

7 pm—Choir

17

18
9 am— Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

6 pm—NA
19

20

21

9 am—Sun. School
10 am—Worship

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

11 am— Christmas 7pm—Boy Scouts
Pageant

22

23

9am —Quilters

11am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir

24
5pm—
Christmas Eve
Service
10pm—
Christmas Eve

26
10 am—Worship/
Christmas Carol
Sing

27
6pm—Heritage
7pm—Boy Scouts

28

29

30

10:30 am—
Alzheimer's Care- 9am —Quilters
giver Support
6 pm—NA
Group
6pm—Naranon

10

7 pm—Choir

31

25

2021 POINSETTIA ORDERS
Help decorate FCC for Christmas. Please place all orders by November 28h. $7.75 per plant. Please mail in or
drop off your order form with your money to the church office. Names of those honored will be listed in the bulletin on December 24, 2021.

Name______________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________
Email______________________________________________
Total number of plants ________________________________
Total amount enclosed (at $7.75 per plant) ______________________

Message _________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are ordering flowers and donating for music, please write separate checks!!

2021 CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIAL MUSIC
DONATION FORM
Each Christmas Eve we are blessed to have instrumentalists assist in the 10:00 p.m. service. You can
contribute to our special music fund to support these musicians by making an honorary or memorial gift.
Please fill out this form and return it to the office by December 12th. Names of those honored will be listed
in the bulletin on December 24, 2021.
Name_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________
Total amount enclosed $__________________

Message_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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