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What is it about January 1 that fills us with so much new hope? I know we talk a lot about
the whole year stretched out in front of us - but each morning we wake up there is a whole
year stretched out in front of us until that same date the next year. Why is New Year’s so
magical?
It was the poet Lord Alfred Tennyson who
first got us to think about ringing in the year
when he penned:
“Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.”
I do think we like to ring out the old and let it
go! A “yearly” number changes and we mentally can put it away and move on. We feel
like we can make a clean break. We resolve to
“do better.” We try and look with hope to a
fresh slate of 12 months stretched out in
front of us.
‘New Year, new you’ is the message we get from pop culture, year after year. We vow to
make changes to our diet, exercise habits or lifestyle, but in spite of our resolutions, most
things stay the same. This may be cause for disappointment, but there is some consistency
we can celebrate. God’s promises to us do not change with the calendar or the latest fitness
trend. Rather than focusing our energy and attention on making (and in all likelihood
breaking) promises to ourselves, let’s spend time this year appreciating God’s unbreakable
promises.
So, as we let the old year go and focus on the months of ministry ahead, we do so grateful
to God for the many blessings we have been given. We can celebrate this January 1 st that
we can serve our world in the ministries to which we feel God is calling us! So, let those
happy bells ring!
Grace for the journey,
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JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 19 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55, Luke 1:39-45
Message: "All Earth is Hopeful: Love"

JANUARY 9 – BAPTISM OF CHRIST SUNDAY
Scripture: Isaiah 60.1-6, Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22
Message: “Remembering Your Baptism”

DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 pm— Family Service
10:00 pm— Candlelight Service

JANUARY 16 – SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12.1-11, John 6.51-58
Message: “Many Gifts”

DECEMBER 26 – CHRISTMAS CAROL SING
Scripture: Psalm 148, Luke 2:21-40

JANUARY 23 – THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a, Luke 4.14-21
Message: “Inaugural Address”

JANUARY 2 – THE EPIPHANY
Scripture: Isaiah 60.1-6, Matthew 2.1-12
Message: “Following a Star, Finding a Stable”

JANUARY 30 – FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Scripture: Jeremiah 1.4-10, Luke 4.21-30
Message: “Unwelcome at Home”

COME HOME TO FCC ON
CHRISTMAS EVE!

FCC Annual Meeting 2022
Plan on attending the Annual Meeting of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge on Sunday,
January 23, 2022 immediately following the morning worship (approx. start time 11:00am). The
meeting will include received the Annual Reports,
the election of officers and board/committee members and the approving the 2022 budget.

Come celebrate a traditional
Christmas Eve with your
church family on December
24th. We will hold two services
that evening. The first service
will take place at 5:00pm and
be a family-oriented service
featuring our confirmands reading the Christmas Story.
We will sing traditional carols and the service will end
with candlelight and the singing of “Silent Night.”
The second service of the evening will be held at
10:00pm. This service will also feature readings and be
centered on the theme, “Faces at the Manger.” There
will be lots of special music at this service with choirs,
guest musicians and Rev. Dan singing “O Holy Night.”
We will close with the traditional candle lighting ceremony and the singing of “Silent Night.”

Make plans now to celebrate the birth of Christ with
your church family at First Congregational!

CHRISTMAS SWEATER SUNDAY
The Sunday following Christmas (Dec. 26) will feature a Christmas Carol Hymn Sing. Do you
have a favorite carol we didn’t get to this holiday season, or have a favorite you just want to
sing again? Come prepared to call out your favorite Christmas carol and we’ll sing a verse on
the Sunday following Christmas day! Also, come wearing your favorite Christmas sweater –
ugly or not!
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Summary of the meeting on December 12, 2021
•

Rev. Doty shared that the planning for a partnership with a church in Germany is moving
forward.

•

There are 3 interviews scheduled with candidates for our Youth Coordinator position.

•

Financial commitment to our church is successful but at the same time is moving slowly.
Letters are being sent to families whose have pledged in the past but as of now are uncommitted.

•

The Investment and Endowments Committee will transfer $11,000 to support the budge
shortfall.

•

It would appear that we will need a Faithful Gift Campaign of $20,000 in 2022 to balance
the budget.

•

The Boston Mission Trip is a work in progress. A place to stay is an issue that has been
complicated by COVID.

•

The upgrade of the microphone and wireless system in the sanctuary has been
completed.

•

The Nominating Committee is working toward filling the needed positions on our boards and committees to be
presented at the business meeting on January 23. There are still a number of positions to be filled. Please consider serving our church as a board or committee member.

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Jeff Ashley

Bev Haught

Noreen Ashley

Kim Kuzior (cousin of Richean Kuzior)

Tim Ashley

Zell Lambert

Biff Baker

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Pam Bauer (friend of Roberta Nehrenz)

Jim Mayfield

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Robert Mayfield

Barbara Byrne (Loreen Davies’s sister)

Katie Moore

Steve Burr

David & Jackie Parker

Bea Clarke

C.J. Smith

Ron and Pam Dawson

John Vogland (friend of Gary Fulton)

Ed Fowler (Earlene Laymon’s brother)

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Greg Godar (son-in-law of Roger and Sue Lyons)

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Marianne Hannum
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

November, 2021 operating income of $28,044 was $2,300 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses
for the month were $28,340 resulting in a deficit of $290 in November and a year-to-date deficit of ($16,000). We
pray for blessings for all this Christmas Season and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity and the ability
to reinvigorate the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic
monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent
from your bank’s online system.
Important Year-End Reminder: To be included on your 2021 Giving Statement, donations for
the 2021 tax year must be given to the Church or post marked no later than December 31,
2021. We will still gladly accept 2021 pledges into 2022.

CONDOLENCES
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Janice Salmons, who passed away on
December 3, 2021. Janice was the wife of Raymond Salmons and the mother of Teri Bower and Traci Klekner .
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CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING
This year our Christmas Eve Offering will be split among
three worthy mission areas. Just as Christ invites his disciples to spread the “good news to Judea, Samaria and the
ends of the earth” in an ever-radiating pattern, our offerings will in similar ways radiate out from this family of faith.
The “local” mission we will support will be the Tallmadge
Ministerial Association’s St. Bernard’s Lunch Program.
Regionally, we will share a part of our offering with the
Heartland Conference (UCC) Disaster Relief Ministries. Finally, the remaining one third will go to the traditional
national UCC offering ‘The Christmas Fund.’ This fund used to be called the Veterans of the Cross offering and
goes to support retired clergy and their spouses (widow/widowers) in need. Give generously this Christmas Eve
so our love can radiate out from this family to the world!
The Christmas Fund provides supplementation of small pension payments for
retired clergy who often served small congregations throughout their careers.
It provides supplementation of health premium costs, to help ensure their
wellness throughout their lives. And the Christmas Fund provides “Thank You”
gift checks for retirees and those facing unforeseen financial hardship.
When money is tight and stress is high, your gift to the Christmas Fund brings
relief and hope to the clergy and church employees who have dedicated their
lives to serving our churches and each of us. You help the people who have
helped us. You make a huge difference and bring great joy!
A gift to the Christmas Fund is your opportunity to join with others in the United Church of Christ to bring good news and great joy to those who have given
so much to our church.
Thank you for the wonderful meal and use of the church. Thank you to those that
prepared the meal and gave their time. We appreciate your kindness during this
difficult time. Love, Marie Lavender and Amy McConihe
Thanks to all for your cards and many prayers during and after my surgery. Prayers
help! A special thanks to the 3rd and 4th grade Sunday school class for their special
card. —Donna Phillips
I am Tom Letzler’s sister, Barbara Hamm. I was able to see and hear Tom’s memorial
service because of your ability to live stream. The person who did the filming did an
excellent job of showing the audience and I was able to see my nieces and cousins.
The Pastors, Rev. Doty and Rev. Dr. Schluep gave beautiful eulogies on behalf of Tom.
Thank you to everyone who made this service possible. — Barbara Hamm

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Wishing you every blessing this festive season!
Love—Dan, Wendy, Nancy Lynn, Teresa, Cathy, and Bill
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First Congregational Church of Tallmadge Facebook Campus
In the book “Social Media to Social Ministry,” author Nona Jones quotes the statistic “eight out of ten Americans
actively use Facebook. This is the exact inverse of the percentage of people attending a church service on the
weekend: two in ten.” She goes on to ask this powerful question, “If you knew that 80% of your community
gathered every day in one place, wouldn’t you strongly consider building a church there?” Thus, in order to
have a more intentional social media presence, we are creating a Facebook Campus of our Church.
What does this mean? We will add a private Facebook Group for First Congregational. This group will have an intentional ministry presence for our congregation online. This new campus will launch on January 1, 2022. You will
have to be invited and need to agree to be a part of this new group.
We will be posting daily scripture verses with a brief reflection and perhaps a probing question or two. We will
have special features like “Reflections on the Sermon.” This Monday event will allow you to pose questions/
comments about the Sunday service. This feature will be monitored, and Rev. Dan will answer your questions
and/or address your comments. There will be a “Mission Spotlight” each week and a time to send prayer requests (through Facebook Messenger so they are private) on Wednesdays. Rev. Dan will lift prayers on Wednesday evenings. Friday will be “post-your-favorite-G-rated-meme-day!” Other events and interactions will be developed as the campus begins to take life in the days and weeks ahead!
Does this mean you can’t post interesting stories or memories, etc.? No! The Facebook group will still be a place
to “gather” as the dispersed body of FCC and support one another. This will be a FCC campus without walls. This
does not replace the Sunday morning church/worship services. It will only augment what we currently offer!!!
We will need your help in promoting this campus of FCC. Invite friends without a church home, friends who’ve
been hurt by the church or anybody you think might consider being a part of the Facebook Campus of our
Church! If you have any questions, you can email Rev. Dan (ddoty66@gmail.com).

RAYER

Quilt and Wall Hanging

DONATION DRAWING
The quilters will draw for the winner of the
“Peacock Wall Hanging” on December
19th, after worship. The wall hanging was
donated by Faye James. They will draw for
the “Dresden Plate” quilt after the first of
the year.

HAWL

PDATE

Yarning For Peace will hold it's next meeting on Monday, January 10, 2022 at 10:00 A.M. in the David Bacon Room. We
have had a very active month with four prayer shawls given
out and one baptism blanket going out later this month. The
prayer shawls provide comfort, strength and healing to those
who receive them. This is an outreach ministry. Recipients
do not need to be members of First Congregational Church of
Tallmadge. If you know of anyone that would benefit from
receiving a prayer shawl, you can reach Elaine at 330-6330896. She will honor your request.
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25 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER
The Board of Christian Education would like to thank all
those who purchased or donated gift cards for our “25
Days of Christmas” Boston fundraiser. We received
about $900 worth of gift cards to give away. We then
sold chances to win. With those chances, we made
over $1,000 toward our Boston Trip for the confirmands. Thank you so much for supporting this fundraiser. It was a huge success. See all our winners next
month.

Thank you to all who participated in Breakfast with Santa! We had over 60 people help either
for set up, serving or take down. We appreciated the help of Boy Scout Troop 361 with the
cooking. Thank you for making it a successful event for the 200 people in attendance.

4TH GRADE COMMUNION
In our church, we offer open communion and invite anyone to take communion.
However, we do want to give our children an opportunity to understand what
communion is before they take it. On January 23 and 30, we invite our children in
4th grade and older to take part in communion orientation. We would like our
children to understand what communion is and what it means to take
communion. We will offer this opportunity during the 9:00 hour both Sundays
and then on February 6th, the children and their parents will take part in
communion together. If you would like your child to participate, please contact
Wendy Brown, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The children of the church have been working on a Christmas pageant, The Light before
Christmas by Dave Clark and Jayme Thompson. We invite you to stay after worship on
December 19th for this performance about a group of children in science class discovering the
true light of the world. We will provide cookies as a snack this year instead of lunch. Please
consider staying to watch all the hard work the kids have put into creating this beautiful
message of Christmas.

CHRISTMAS EVE 5 PM WORSHIP SERVICE
We invite you to join us Christmas Eve for our 5 pm family service. This service is focused on family with children,
so it is more interactive than our later 10 pm service. If you have children joining you, when you arrive, we will
have a table full of head dresses for the children so that they can participate in the service. We will have head
pieces for shepherds, angels and animals. During the service, there will be a time they will be invited to join the
nativity setting in the pulpit area.

TREEHOUSE PRESCHOOL INFORMATION
Treehouse Preschool has made some upgrades to our playground this year, and we are happy to share them with
you. We have changed out the monkey bars with lily pads for balance, put in a sunshade, and Shawn Galloway is
working on his Eagle project by putting a fence around one of our playgrounds. We have been able to do all
these upgrades because our fundraisers have been very successful in the last two years. We also are changing
our logo. It has been the same for some time, but check
out the transformation over the years….

Registration for 2022-2023
We will open registration for the fall of 2022 in February.
February 1

Open registration for current families, online only

February 2

Open registration for siblings of Treehouse graduates and church members, 10 am-2 pm

February 3

Open house and registration to all new families, 6 -7 pm

Each child registering will need a copy of his or her birth certificate (if your child is new to Treehouse Preschool)
and $50 registration fee (additional $15 registration fee if you are registering for the Monday Enrichment class).
If you have questions, you can find most information on our website, www.treehousepreschool.com or contact
the office, treehousepreschool@sbcglobal.net

No Sunday School or
WAMM
December 26
& January 2

Acolytes
We need acolytes (4th-12th graders) for the new
year. Please go to sign up for the weeks that work
best for your family. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0A44A4AC2DA2F58-acolytes .
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FCC Kids Pledge “My talents that I like to share…”
Baseball

I’m smart

Singing songs

Obstacle courses

Basketball

Help with raking

I like to sing

Running

I love art

I am good at comics

Being kind

Soccer

Cuddling cats

Help with mission
projects

Save the Date

FCC Valentine’s Dance
February 11
At the Venue
We are collecting gift cards for the families
staying at Glendora House.

More details on tickets coming soon.

Please turn in all cards by Sunday, Dec. 19th.

Super Bowl Sub Sandwiches
Order your sub sandwiches for Super Bowl game day.
Order your sandwich today and pick up your Super Bowl
Sub sandwich on February 13. If you won’t eat the sub
yourself, you can support the youth mission trip by
making a donation and the sub will be delivered to a local mission. All subs will be made wearing gloves and masks, using fresh cuts of meat and cheese from our local
Cornerstone Market.
Regular Sub– ham, turkey, cheese, lettuce, onion, tomato
Veggie Sub– lettuce, cheese, onion, green pepper, cucumber, banana pepper, tomato,

Super Bowl Sub Order Form (collections begin January 16 in the Atrium)
Name:_______________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________
All subs will be dressing free this year, so you can put on your dressing of choice. Please put the number of subs you wish to order on the
line below:
# Regular Subs ____________

$7.00 x __________= ______________

# Veggie Subs _____________

Prepaid __________ or

# Subs for local mission ______________

Pay at pick up _________

No subs, just a flat donation $ ________________
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Worship Attendance
Nov 21

154

Dec 5

140

Nov 28

164

Dec 12

164

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

Dec. 19 Larry and Brenda Bagnoli

Jan. 9

Dec. 26 John Huffman

Jan. 16 Mike and Lori Bell

Jan. 2

Jan. 23 Bonnie Fordham

Larry and Brenda Bagnoli

Diana Caldwell

Ushers
Dec. 19

Ken Caldwell, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, John Huffman

Dec. 26

Don Simmons, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Gary Myers

Jan. 2

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

Jan. 9

Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, John Huffman

Jan. 16

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Jan. 23

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway

Dec. 19

Poinsettias

outside of the mailroom.

Dec. 26

Poinsettias

$28 per arrangement.

Jan. 2

Fill out the form and give it

Jan. 9

and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Jan. 16

Gary Myers

Jan. 23

WINTER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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JANUARY 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.
1

2

3

4

10 am—Worship
6 pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

7 pm—Boy Scouts

5

6

9 am—Quilters

11 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir

9

10

11

12

13

8:30 am—
Executive Council

10 am—Prayer
Shawl

6pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

HERALD DEADLINE

1 pm—Bible Study

9 am—Sun. School 6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Book Study

11 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir

7 pm—Boy Scouts

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts
16

17

18

9 am—Sun. School
10 am—Worship

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

7pm—Boy Scouts

6pm—Card
Making

19

20

9am —Quilters

11 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Herald
Angels

7 pm—Choir

6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

23

24

9 am—Sun. School

11 am — Annual
Meeting

10:30 am—
Alzheimer's Care- 9 am —Quilters
6 pm—Heritage
7 pm—Boy Scouts giver Support
6 pm—NA
Group
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts
6 pm—Naranon

30

31

10 am—Worship

25

26

27

9 am—Sun. School 6 pm—Heritage
10 am—Worship

7 pm—Boy Scouts

11 am — CE
Meeting
11

11 am—Staff
Meeting
7 pm—Choir
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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