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Hasn’t this “winter” weather been crazy?! It is not uncommon over the past several years to
have a day when schools are cancelled because of an snow storm and within a few days the
thermometer climbs to 60 degrees! We sometimes complain because we get tricked into
thinking it will continue to be warm and every time the cold returns, it seems to be “colder”
than the last time. I believe this to be a part of the overall shifting weather patterns we have
experienced over the past few years. I know it is Northeast Ohio and we have crazy weather.
Likewise, if we don’t like the weather, we always take solace in the old adage, “just wait a couple of hours and it will change!”
I believe that we can be lulled into complacency by the milder days/colder days cycle we’ve
experienced over the past few years. We can too easily forget how cold it can get when we
have milder days and “old man winter” doesn’t stay around much.
I think this can also be indicative of our life’s journey. We “travel” along taking each day for
granted. We can easily miss the blessings of each day and just as easily miss being a blessing
each day.
I was recently reading a story about a father who was asking his young boys how they knew he
loved them. He figured they would say the things like the trip to Disney World or the great
Christmas presents they got each year. The boys, however, replied it was the times he wrestled with them. The father had to take a moment and think about that. He remembered coming home late, tired and hungry and “wrestling” the boys off his pant legs so he could clear a
path to the kitchen!
The father realized that right there “in the middle of that very ordinary, boring, mundane experience, real life was happening. Unfeigned joy, love, intimacy, connection, grace, sacrament the really good stuff - all woven into the commonplace.” The father admitted that he missed it
because he was only tuned in to Disney World and Christmas. (Not that there is anything
wrong with either of them!)
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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SACRED MOMENTS CONTINUED
I think we can have many experiences like this throughout our day. Our problem is we get lulled into complacency
by the ordinary - the mundane. What grace-filled moments could we find if we were open to the miraculous happening in the midst of the mundane?
Looking at the Weather App the forecast for the next 15 days ahead reports temperatures ranging from 13° to 41°.
While I hope you stay warm in times of cold and take advantage of the warmer days, I pray you have eyes to see the
sacredness of each moment!
Grace for the journey,

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
JANUARY 23 – THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a, Luke 4.14-21
Message: “Inaugural Address”

FEBRUARY 13 – SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Scripture: Jeremiah 17.5-10, Luke 6.17-26
Message: “Blessing and Woes”

JANUARY 30 – FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Scripture: Jeremiah 1.4-10, Luke 4.21-30
Message: “Unwelcome at Home”

FEBRUARY 20 – SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Scripture: Genesis 45.3-11,15, Luke 6.27-38
Message: “Measuring Up”

FEBRUARY 6 – FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
COMMUNION
Scripture: Isaiah 6.108, Luke 5.1-11
Message: “Send Me”

FEBRUARY 27 – TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
Scripture: Exodus 34.29-35, Luke 9.28-43
Message: “Awesome Glory”

FCC Annual Meeting 2022
Plan on attending the Annual Meeting of First
Congregational Church of Tallmadge on Sunday, January 23,
2022 immediately following the morning worship (approx. start
time 11:00am).
The meeting will include review of the Annual Reports, the election of
officers and board/committee members and the approving the 2022 budget.

We are pleased to announce that Madyson Sir Louis,
granddaughter of Betty and Harley Sir Louis,
was baptized by Rev. Daniel Doty on Saturday, December 18, 2021
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Summary of the meeting on January 9, 2022
•

At this point in time we have no plans to shut down in-person worship. With that
decided, we have made needed adjustments that seem prudent. For the month of
January, we have put on hold Sunday school, Confirmation, WAMM, Children’s Sermons and other activities that involve close contact. Rev. Doty is moving forward
with Wednesday Bible Study and the book study on “Bad Girl’s of the Bible”.

•

The process is moving forward to create a Church Facebook Group. This is a strategy to engage with church members on-line. It will not be open to the general public. Those who wish to be included must request membership in this group.

•

Work continues to select a Youth Coordinator to work with our Middle School and
High School youth. The plan is to involve the young people in the process to access
how the candidates function in a group situation. This is a process and it is essential that we have the right individual for this position.

•

The Annual Reports from the board and committees will be sent out electronically.
There also will be printed copies available for those who need them.

•

The Budget Committee shared that final pledging was almost 16% ahead of last year as
measured by giving units. The Investment and Endowment Committee approved the
transfer of funds earned in interest to supplement the church budget. There also is a Faithful Gift Fund of
$20,000 included in the budget. After much discussion, the budget was approved by Executive Council to present to the congregation at the Annual Business Meeting on January 23, 2022.

FEBRUARY 12, 2022
Come see Dan perform and support a worthy cause!
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“The Light Before Christmas” Christmas Pageant
- January 9, 2022 -

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Jeff Ashley

Jim Mayfield

Noreen Ashley

Robert Mayfield

Tim Ashley

Katie Moore

Biff Baker

Marie O’Neil

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

David & Jackie Parker

Steve Burr

C.J. Smith

Bea Clarke

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Greg Godar (son-in-law of Roger and Sue Lyons)

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Marianne Hannum
Bev Haught
Zell Lambert
Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

December, 2021 operating income of $42,420 was $12,000 above the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the month were $34,180 resulting in a surplus of $8,240 in December, and a year-to-date deficit of ($7,760).
We pray for blessings for all in the New Year, and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity, and the ability
to strengthen the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic
monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent
from your bank’s online system.

Please bring in your
Acme tapes. We
have to have them
counted by February
5th.
Many Thanks Women’s Fellowship

In Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of:
Ed Fowler, brother of Earlene Laymon, who passed 12/31/2021.
Kim Kuzior, cousin of Richean Kuzior, who passed 12/30/2021.
Clyde Robert Simmons, brother of Glenna Simmons, who passed 12/27/2021.
David Keener, husband of Pat Keener, who passed 1/9/2022.
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2022 Budget Shortfall
The budget committee has worked diligently since
October to develop a balanced budget for our
church that includes wage increases for our hourly
staff, following 4 years of none. It also provides
money to hire a replacement Youth Coordinator
and boost our custodial services to match an increasing expansion of our ministerial and mission
activities. During a routine inspection of our Atrium fire sprinkler system significant NFPA Code deficiencies were discovered that need to be addressed in this coming year. Also, we are still dealing with increased costs associated with the ongoing Covid - 19 restrictions and protocols. Again,
we have experienced a drop in pledges and in numbers of giving units when compared with 2020, although not
as severe as in 2021.
Significant cost reductions have been made and approved without making substantial cuts to our major ministries. These will be addressed in full when the budget is presented to you. The Investment and Endowment
Committee has approved the transfer of $11,000 to the budget. Committee and Board chairs have approved
transfer back to the church operating budget from their restricted funds totaling up to $48,860. We are grateful
for their stewardship and sacrifice.
Final review of our budgetary plans has revealed a $20,000 shortfall. We have suggested the establishment of
the “2022 Faithful Gift Fund.” We have been given seed money of $2,500 to begin the growth of this fund.
We ask you, our church family, to pray that our ”2022 Faithful Gift Fund” will be funded enthusiastically so that
our budget can be balanced quickly. It is planned that if the fund is oversubscribed, all funds collected above the
required $20,000 will be deposited in the Restricted Funds Reserve account to replenish its balance.
Executive Council

Dear Members,
Thank you very much for the $920 worth of gift cards! We purchased extra items for
Christmas and gave each family a grocery gift card. Thank you and God bless. We also
thank the bible study for all the socks, and the women’s tea for all their donations.
Candy Lorkowski, Tallmadge Good Neighbors

Just a note to thank you all for a wonderful Christmas season. It takes a great team—individuals, pastoral planning, music, technicians, cleaning, decorating, financials, and office and social media coordination to make it all
look effortless! I know that it requires a lot of effort! (especially in the COVID era) Best wishes for 2022—you all
are blessings to us all!
— Denise Haynes
Thank you to the members who donated gift cards to Family Promise. We collected $450. All of our guests at
Glendora house got a present. — Betty Cottrill
Thanks to everyone for the thoughtful Christmas gifts. — Teresa Snyder
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First Congregational Church of Tallmadge Facebook Campus
In the book “Social Media to Social Ministry,” author Nona Jones quotes the statistic “eight out of ten Americans
actively use Facebook. This is the exact inverse of the percentage of people attending a church service on the
weekend: two in ten.” She goes on to ask this powerful question, “If you knew that 80% of your community
gathered every day in one place, wouldn’t you strongly consider building a church there?” Thus, in order to
have a more intentional social media presence, we are creating a Facebook Campus of our Church.
What does this mean? We will add a private Facebook Group for First Congregational. This group will have an intentional ministry presence for our congregation online. This new campus will launch on January 1, 2022. You will
have to be invited and need to agree to be a part of this new group.
We will be posting daily scripture verses with a brief reflection and perhaps a probing question or two. We will
have special features like “Reflections on the Sermon.” This Monday event will allow you to pose questions/
comments about the Sunday service. This feature will be monitored, and Rev. Dan will answer your questions
and/or address your comments. There will be a “Mission Spotlight” each week and a time to send prayer requests (through Facebook Messenger so they are private) on Wednesdays. Rev. Dan will lift prayers on Wednesday evenings. Friday will be “post-your-favorite-G-rated-meme-day!” Other events and interactions will be developed as the campus begins to take life in the days and weeks ahead!
Does this mean you can’t post interesting stories or memories, etc.? No! The Facebook group will still be a place
to “gather” as the dispersed body of FCC and support one another. This will be a FCC campus without walls. This
does not replace the Sunday morning church/worship services. It will only augment what we currently offer!!!
We will need your help in promoting this campus of FCC. Invite friends without a church home, friends who’ve
been hurt by the church or anybody you think might consider being a part of the Facebook Campus of our
Church! If you have any questions, you can email Rev. Dan (ddoty66@gmail.com).

RAYER

HAWL

PDATE

The Prayer Shawl group will not be meeting during
February, March or April. Even though we will not be
meeting, the prayer shawls are always available when
the need arises. Recipients do not need to be members of First Congregational Church. Call Elaine at 330633-0896 if you know someone who would benefit
from one of these shawls. They provide comfort,
warmth, and healing to the recipient.

Saturday, February 19th @ 9am
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AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday afternoon Bible Study (1:00pm) will continue their study
of the Gospels. This winter term we will be studying the Gospel of
Matthew. For this particular study, I will be utilizing a series entitled
“Genesis to Revelation.” While there are student books that go with this
study, you need not purchase one. The real text will be the gospel itself. I
will create a schedule for each week with which chapters we will be
studying. If you read through the “assigned” reading each week you will
have what you need to know for each study.
Week one (Jan. 12) will be an overview of the Gospel of Matthew. While
you need not read anything in particular, you could do a perusal through
Matthew. You could get acquainted with the length, chapter divisions,
and overall timeline. Matthew is longer than the Gospel of Mark but it
shouldn’t take too long to leaf through it a bit. Many bibles have subheadings that allow you to get a sense of what each section is about. Though these are someone else’s interpretive framework, they may help you get an overall sense of the flow of the Gospel.
I hope to “see” many of you Wednesdays this Winter!

EVENING BOOK STUDY
The Winter/Spring Book Study (6:00PM Wednesdays) will explore the “Bad
Girls” of the Bible. Barbara Essex brings to life the Bible's "bad girls"-notorious women we love to hate. Exploring lives filled with betrayal,
deception, rejection, jealousy, and exploitation, Essex looks beyond the
notoriety to show us women of exceptional boldness, courage, determination, and independence. These stories tell us about women we know-women not that different from ourselves.
This 12 week study will be held in two parts. We will begin Part I on
Wednesday, January 12th and it will run through February 16th. We will take
a break during Lent. We will pick up Part II on Wednesday, April 20 th and
conclude the study on May 25th.
The books have been ordered and are $17.00 p/book (please pay the office.)
The first meeting of the study will be an overview of the “bad girls” and
books will be passed out.

Treehouse Preschool Registration
Treehouse Preschool will be opening its doors for Open House and Registration for the
2022-2023 school year. To register, you will need a copy of your child’s birth certificate
and $50 nonrefundable fee. Registration times are as follows:
Tuesday, February 1 @ 10:00 am online registration available.
Wednesday, February 2: 10:00 AM– 2:00 PM church members and siblings of Treehouse
Preschool graduates
Thursday, February 3: 6:00-7:00 PM for all new families to Treehouse Preschool
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CHANGE of DATE
for Communion Classes
4th grade communion classes are going to be pushed out one month. We will
have 4th grade communion classes on February 20 and 27 during the 9:00
Sunday school hour. Then on March 6, we will invite those in the class to take
communion together with their families.

“Souper Bowl” instead of Super Bowl Subs
With covid numbers on the rise
Our annual sub sale saw its demise

But don’t be sad, don’t be glum
We have got an idea that will be lots of fun
It’s a Souper Bowl event that’s sure to please
It’s all prepackaged to keep your mind at ease.
A can of soup, a bowl and crackers,
Place your order to be a Mission Trip Backer!
ORDER by Feb. 6 (forms can be put in Wendy’s mailbox.)
Pick up or delivery by Feb. 13.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————Name of the person ordering: ______________________________________________________________
________ Chicken Noodle

_______Chicken and Rice

________ Vegetable

_______ Tomato

________ Surprise me
(this might be any of the above or something else)
________ I don’t need mine, please donate it to the emergency responders
________ I don’t need soup, please consider this a donation $ _________

Paid: ____________________

Pay at pick up: ____________________

Will you pick it up Feb. 13 or would you like it delivered before that date?
(please circle)

Pick Up

Delivered

If delivery, who will we deliver it to ____________________________________________
Address for delivery: ________________________________________________________
Phone number for delivery: __________________________________________________
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Worship Attendance
Dec 19 131

Dec 26 56

Jan 9

Dec 24 148

Jan 2 76

Jan 16 90

Upcoming Sundays

94

Greeters
Jan 23 Bonnie Fordham

Feb 13 Jack and Helen McKee

Jan 30 Bob and Sandy Haydu

Feb 20 Judy Salmond and Debbie Fickes

Feb 6

Feb 27 Jackie Moore and Christie Speicher

Jim and Dee West

Ushers
Jan 23

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Jan 30

John and Anita Lahrmer, Ken Caldwell, Larry Robinson

Feb 6

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

Feb 13

Terri Poff, Kim and Gary Fulton, John Huffman

Feb 20

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Feb 27

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway

Jan 23

outside of the mailroom.

Jan 30

$28 per arrangement.

Feb 6

Fill out the form and give it

Feb 13

and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Feb 20
Feb 27

WINTER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
(not meeting during January)

WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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FEBRUARY 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

9 am—Quilters
1 pm — Bible Study

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir

11

12

18

19

25

26

6 pm — Book Study
6:30 pm—Cub Scouts

7pm—Treehouse
Board Meeting

9

10

9 am—Sun. School 6 pm—Heritage

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Worship/
Communion

1 pm — Bible Study

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir

6

7

8

7 pm—Boy Scouts 6pm—Naranon

6 pm — Book Study
6:30 pm—Cub Scouts

13
8:30 am—
Executive Council

9 am—Sun. School

14
6 pm—Heritage

15

16

17

6pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

HERALD DEADLINE

1 pm — Bible Study

10 am—Staff
Meeting

7 pm—Boy Scouts 6 pm—Card
Making

6 pm — Book Study

10 am—Worship

20

6:30 pm—Cub Scouts

21

9 am—Sun. School PRESIDENT’S DAY
10 am—Worship/
Scout Sundy

6pm—Heritage
7pm—Boy Scouts

11:30 am—Blue
and Gold Banquet

27

6 pm—NA

22

23

24

6pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

12pm—Herald Angels
1 pm — Bible Study
6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub Scouts

28

9 am—Sun. School
10 am—Worship

6 pm—Heritage

11 am — CE
Meeting

7 pm—Boy Scouts

7 pm—Choir
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7 pm—Choir
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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