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From my home in Wadsworth, I have a 30-minute commute to Tallmadge. As a devotee of
music, I often search for different radio stations to listen to on my commute (what is it they
say “music soothes the savage beast”?) While I try to time these commuting trips to avoid
traffic (e.g. try to come on off peak times), it never seems to work out quite as I want it to. (I
mean, will the construction work on I-76 ever end?)
Last week, however, on a morning commute during the
part of the journey that has the thickest traffic, a song
came on that was apropos to the situation in which I
found myself. Mr. Mister’s “Kyrie” came across the radio
and it perked my ears with its message. Kyrie, as in Kyrie
eleison, is Latin for “Lord, have mercy.” It is the first major portion of the great tradition of the mass of the
Church. As our ancestors entered into worship, the first
petition they sent heavenward was a plea that the Lord
would have mercy. It is a text that has been set to music
countless times from Palestrina and Bach to Franz Schubert and Ralph Vaughn Williams, and of course, Mr. Mister!
In that moment of traffic frustration, it was good to let the words wash over me. “Kyrie
eleison down the road that I must travel.” Obviously, it is a road I must travel to get to work
and it can sometimes be a frustrating commute. But I also think the wider implication is that
we are traveling the road of life together in this season of transition here at First Congregational. So, perhaps, it’s good for us all to pause and send a prayer heavenward – Kyrie
eleison!
Then the next morning on the way in, I again heard prescient lyrics. This time it was 38 Special and their song “Hold On Loosely.” (Okay, so it’s an 80’s station – but it’s NOT oldies!!!)
As these lyrics rang out in the car, I was caught in the great dichotomy of our present time
together. I think for some, when change happens (Covid included), the immediate reaction
is to start acting to take control and navigate the change. 38 Special reminds us to hold
loosely, however. We are to trust the Spirit and each other as these days unfold before us.
But while the song title is “hold on loosely,” the lyric goes on to warn, “but don’t let go!”
So, let’s hold each other loosely, trusting the Spirit to guide us forward even as we refuse to
let go of one another. And as we do, let our common prayer be, “Kyrie eleison!”
Grace for the Journey,

10-11—Upcoming Sundays, Calendar
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MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MARCH 13 – SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: Philippians 3.17-4.1, Luke 13.31-35
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...Past All Obstacles”

FEBRUARY 20 – SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Scripture: Genesis 45.3-11,15, Luke 6.27-38
Message: “Measuring Up”
FEBRUARY 27 – TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
Scripture: Exodus 34.29-35, Luke 9.28-43
Message: “Awesome Glory”

MARCH 20 – THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: Isaiah 55.1-9, Luke 13.1-9
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...Over the Fences”

MARCH 6 – FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
COMMUNION
Scripture: Romans 10.8b-13, Luke 4.1-13
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...In the Desert”

MARCH 27 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5.16-21, Luke 15.1-3,11b-32
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...Down the Road”

Ash Wednesday 2022
March 2, 2022, 7:30 PM
First Congregational Church will
hold an Ash Wednesday service at
7:30PM on Wednesday, March 2,
2022 in the sanctuary. This service
of scripture, hymn singing, and
meditation will include the
Imposition of Ashes as we begin
our Lenten journey. Also included
will be a reader’s theatre entitled,
“The Star Within.” Start a
meaningful Lent by attending this
special service.

“God on the Move”
Lenten Sermon Series 2022
Jesus didn’t stay in one place for long. His earthly ministry was one of moving from one place and encounter to
the next. He also moved through every part of the human experience, encountering everything from temptation,
to joy, to suffering and even death. This year’s Lenten series helps us reclaim the movement of Jesus’ ministry
from temptation to condemnation, through his teaching and miracles and finally through the story of his death
and resurrection. As we encounter the life and ministry of Jesus, we cannot stay the same. We ourselves are
moved to grow and change as followers and imitators of the gospel.
The comforting truth of Lent is that as we delve deeper into our own self-examination, we find that we are not
alone. God is still on the move in our lives, walking with us every step as we travel the road to Easter.
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Summary of the meeting on February 13, 2022
•

Pastor Dan reported that we are moving forward with the search process for a Youth Coordinator. One
interview has been conducted with interaction with some of our youth. Plans are moving forward to hold
a Mid Winter Retreat on March 20 to revisit the recommendations of the Reference Team and evaluate
where we are as a church at this point in time. As we move into the Lenten Season, we will be having an
Ash Wednesday Service on March 2 with Communion. Plans are also moving forward to hold an Easter
Sunrise Service at the church on Tallmadge Circle in cooperation with the Tallmadge Ministerial Alliance.

•

Wendy Brown shared that arrangements for the Boston Mission Trip are coming together. Locations are
booked and participants will be staying at a youth hostel. A parent meeting will be held with more information. Date will be April 8 - April 11 and the cost will be approximately $250.00 per person. There is
some advance planning for a Mission Trip to Henderson in Fankes, Kentucky. The Super Bowl Fundraiser
was well received by church members. Many donated as opposed to placing an order. Thanks to all those
who donated soup and other supplies. The Valentine’s Dance is being rescheduled for a later date. It may
be replaced with an event held at a different time of the year.

•

Social Action reported that One Great Hour of Sharing donations this year were $748.00. The plan is to
kick off the OGHS Campaign on March 6th and conclude on March 27. Family Promise is not staying at
churches this year as they have apartment style accommodations. Those helping with dinners will bring
meals the families can take back to their rooms. It had been suggested that we become a Global Ministries Congregation. This is a program in cooperation with Christian Church Disciples of Christ that involves
praying for countries around the world that are in need.

•

The Board of Trustees reported that Kozlowski Company will be addressing roof leak issues when the
weather allows.

•

We have a lot of old hymnals to distribute. Anyone who wants a hymnal for personal use can take one.
There also was a discussion about the possibility of donating them to a smaller church that is in need of
hymnals.
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Noreen Ashley

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Tim Ashley

Jim Mayfield

Biff Baker

Robert Mayfield

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Ellen McKee

Steve Burr

Katie Moore

The Case Family (friends of Barb Dolensky)

Marie O’Neil

Bea Clarke

David & Jackie Parker

Larry Clarke

C.J. Smith

Dianne Drummond

Don Woerz

Marianne Hannum

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Gwen Lane

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Zell Lambert

In Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
family and friends of:
Lucy Esposito, who passed on
January 16, 2022
Greg Godar, son-in-law of Roger
and Sue Lyons, who passed on
January 27, 2022

Hymnals Available
We have several copies of our old hymnals looking for a good home.
Please contact the church office if you would like one.
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS
January, 2022 operating income of $36,920 was $3,120 above the
monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the month were
$26,330 resulting in a surplus of $10,590 in January (thanks to one-time
annual gifts). We pray for blessings for all in the New Year, and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity and the ability to strengthen
the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how
to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made
online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from
your bank’s online system.

ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS
Annual giving statements were sent out via email and
post. Please contact the church office if you have any
questions.

Spring Fling 2022
Sunday, April 24 will be a
celebration of the arts at First
Congregational Church! That
Sunday we will be blessed by
all the musicians of FCC as we
celebrate Music Appreciation
Sunday during worship. There
will also be an art show in the
Atrium and Fellowship Hall
for all to view after our service. All FCC family members of all ages are encouraged to bring in a piece of original work that they have created.
These works can be art pieces (paintings, drawings, sculptures, etc.), craft pieces (paper works, needlework, wood
works, etc.) or anything that you want to feature as we celebrate a Fine Arts Weekend! You can bring in something you’ve created in the past or something you create new for this show.
The Elder’s Fellowship will host a meal in the Fellowship Hall in conjunction with the art show. Similar to their
Thanksgiving meal, there will be sign-ups for the meal as well as a suggested donation of $5.00 p/person to help
defray the cost of the meal.
You can drop your art off during the week April 19-23 (or before!) Pieces can be brought to the church office during office hours (9am-3pm) or to the Fellowship Hall on Saturday the 23rd from 9am-12pm).
Save the date for this wonderful celebration of music, art, food and fellowship with your church family!
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Thanks to all who have so generously donated to our Faithful
Gift Fund in order to help balance our budget. The current balance for the fund is up to $6,510. Your continued prayers on
this matter are greatly appreciated.

One Great Hour of Sharing
Special Mission

Memorial scholarship applications will be available
soon! We are moving to an electronic application this
year.

Instructions and the application link will be posted to
the church website no later than Tuesday, February
22. Paper copies of the instructions will be available
at the Welcome Center by Sunday, February 20.

Dedication Sunday
-March 27, 2022-

The deadline for completed applications is March 27.

Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for the cards, phone calls, texts
and prayer shawl. It kept me warm and comforted at my first immunotherapy treatment. I have eight more to go over the next year to help
stave off my skin cancer from returning. I am sure I am progressing
thanks to all your prayers. I am grateful to all of you!
—Dianne Drummond
Thank you all for the generous gifts to the Special Music Fund at Christmas. We are happy that we will be able to fund the brass quintet for
Easter Sunday. Thank you for your support of the music program at First
Congregational Church. — Nancy Lynn Robinson
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WNI Paint Night
Monday, March 7, 2022 @ 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall
WNI invites all the ladies of the church and their friends to join us for a fun evening of fellowship and painting!
Get those creative juices flowing as we are led by local artist, Nicole Tanner, with step-by-step instructions to create a beautiful, double-sided 14” round wooden sign! With a spring design on one side and a summer design on
the other, it makes a versatile and long-lasting decoration. You can also personalize the design with your color
choices.
Cost is $40 per person and includes all the supplies (wooden sign, paint, stencils) and easy-to-follow instructions.
If desired, multiple ribbon patterns will be available to create a bow for your sign for an additional $5. Light refreshments will be provided at no cost.
There will be a sign-up table in the Atrium on Sunday, February 20thand 27th.
You can also sign up and pay online at: https://fcctallmadge.org/2022/02/08/wni-paint-night/
Don’t delay – limited spots available! Deadline to sign up is February 28th.

BOOK STUDY AND BIBLE STUDY
Book study and Bible study will take a
break during Lent.
Our last meetings will be on
February 23.
We will resume April 20th.
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Sue Yeager, one of our treasured church members,
retired after 33 years of service from the U.S. Postal
Service. For 30 years, she served on a route in
Munroe Falls. To honor her retirement, she
received a proclamation from the City of Stow and
a key to the City of Munroe Falls.

Saturday, February 19th @ 9am
Saturday, March 19th @ 9am
RAYER

Resident, Carol Lewis, remarked in the Stow
Sentry that: “Sue always gave 100%. She would
inquire about neighbors’ well being when their
mailboxes hadn’t been emptied for some time. She
hand delivered mail to people who had surgery
and couldn’t make it down the street to the community mailbox. She greeted residents with a
smile.”

HAWL

PDATE

Yarning For Peace/Prayer Shawl Ministry will not
meet in March. Working closely with the Prayer
Chain committee, we have given out seven prayer
shawls to those who requested them during the
month of January. We are grateful and thankful
to those who made the shawls. This is a muchneeded ministry.

Sue said she kept her route because she liked the
blend of walking and driving and because her
residents became her family.

You can contact Elaine at 330-633-0896 with your
prayer shawl requests.

Thank you, Sue, and we wish you God’s continued
blessings in your retirement.

CHANCEL CHOIR RETURNS
The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing on Thursday,
February 17th at 7pm. We look forward to singing in
the worship service—starting on March 6th. Please
consider joining our choir family!

(Submitted by Ann Minar)

QUILT DONATION DRAWING
The quilters will be selling donation drawing
tickets for the Dresden Plate quilt through the
end of February. Tickets cost only $1.
Photo from of Stow Sentry
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Souper Bowl Thank You
The Board of Christian Education would like to thank you for supporting this Super
Bowl fundraiser. It certainly was different than the planned sub sale, but we did a
pretty good substitute. Because of YOU and your support, $823 was raised to
financially support youth mission work.
Thank you for being a “mission trip backer” and making mission work a priority for
our youth members.

Fourth Grade Communion
In the UCC, we believe that there are two sacraments, Baptism and Communion. Sacraments are ritual actions, which were instituted by Jesus,
that we partake in during worship . The Board of Education wants to
make sure our children are given the opportunity to learn what communion is in addition to why and how we partake in communion. Even
though we practice open communion in the church, we encourage our
4th graders to learn about communion. Our 4th graders will have that
opportunity on Feb. 20 and 27. On March 6, we will have them take
communion together.

Games, Games and more Games
March 11 @ 6:00-8:00 pm
Friends and members of all ages, come join us in the Fellowship Hall
and play games. Bring your favorite board games, card games and
maybe a snack or two. If your family needs to eat dinner, bring a
picnic dinner and enjoy that as we learn new games or
play some of our favorites. We hope to see
everyone there!

Youth Bells
Check out our new youngest bell
choir. We have new bells, and we are
practicing so we can share our song
in worship. The best part is that we
can add any child any week. It is super easy to participate. (No music
reading necessary. You just need to
know your colors). Practice during
WAMM Sunday mornings.
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Worship Attendance
Jan 23

55

Feb 6

96

Jan 30

88

Feb 13

93

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

Feb 20 Judy Salmond and Debbie Fickes

Mar 13 Betty Cottrill

Feb 27 Jackie Moore and Christie Speicher

Mar 20 Jim Chapman

Mar 6 Jim and Jana Caplinger

Mar 27 Cliff and Sue Yeager

Ushers
Feb 20

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Feb 27

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Mar 6

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

Mar 13

Terri Poff, Kim and Gary Fulton, John Huffman

Mar 20

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Mar 27

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway
outside of the mailroom.

Feb 20 Frank and Rebecca Moore
Feb 27

$28 per arrangement.

Mar 6

The Nagel Family

Fill out the form and give it

Mar 13

and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Mar 20
Mar 27

WINTER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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MARCH 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

12

6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir

7:30 — Ash
Wednesday Service
9

10

11

6 pm—Heritage

9 am—Quilters

6 pm — WNI Paint 6pm—Naranon
Night

6 pm—NA

HERALD DEADLINE

6pm — CE Game
Night

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6

7

9 am—Sun.
School
10 am—
Worship/4th
grade Commun13

8

7 pm—Choir
14

DAYLIGHT
6 pm—Heritage
SAVINGS BEGINS

8:30 am — EC
9 am—Sun.
School

15

16

17

6pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—Card Mak- 12pm—Herald
Angels
ing
6 pm—NA

9 am—Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7 pm—Choir

20

21

22

23

24

9 am—Sun.
School

6pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA

10 am—Worship

9 am—Sun.
School

19

6:30 pm — Cub
Scouts

10 am—Worship

27

18

28

29

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir

30

31

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir

11 am — CE
Meeting

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

6 pm—Heritage

6pm—Naranon
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25

26
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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