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Recently I was reading a blog where the writer said
that his mother was counseled years ago “if it tastes
good, spit it out.” He went on to muse why is it that
we “crave chocolate but not Brussels sprouts?” I’m
not sure that any of this is helpful diet advice. But it
does portray a bent we seem to have for only
wanting the good tasting things of life.
When I say the “good tasting” things of life, I mean
not just things we like to eat, but also the entirety of
our lives. Our relationships, our jobs, our spiritual
life—we often crave the path of least resistance. But
if we are honest, we must admit that life is often
messy and complicated.
Wouldn’t it be great to have Easter without Holy
Week? Why must we see those awful scenes of crucifixion? Yeah, yeah, we know Jesus rises
from the grave, so why rehash all those gruesome details?
In the last chapter of the book “Mark’s Gospel From Scratch,” there is about two full pages of a
detailed description of the Roman practice of crucifixion. To say the least, the details are horrific. We needn’t rehash all the details in all their specifics, but the idea that a compassionate
teacher who refused to recant God’s saving message of love was crucified because he refused
to praise Caesar is worthy of recalling often!
The blogger concluded by saying,
“Nothing smells better than baking bread. I think I could live on a diet of warm
fresh bread. The trouble is such a diet would leave me fat, but malnourished. During a couple of years, I spent the 40 days of Lent consuming only bread and water.
It might have helped my soul, but I actually gained a pound or two. That is the trouble with diets: being hungry leaves us craving more of the things that are the worst
for us.”

A steady life diet has both the highs and the lows. A grounded spiritual life is fed by the highs
of Palm Sunday and Easter, without skipping the scenes of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
Only “eating” the “tasty” things of life might make us feel great, but like only eating bread,
we’ll have a malnourished spiritual life. In recent years, some have tried to add something to
Lent instead of giving something up. Why not add the Maundy Thursday/Good Friday experience to your spiritual diet this Lent?
Grace for the Lenten journey,
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APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MARCH 20 – THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: Isaiah 55.1-9, Luke 13.1-9
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...Over the Fences”

APRIL 14 – MAUDY THURSDAY
7:30 pm —Service in the Fellowship Hall
APRIL 15 – GOOD FRIDAY
7:30 pm — Service in the Sanctuary

MARCH 27 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5.16-21, Luke 15.1-3,11b-32
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves...Down the Road”

APRIL 17 – EASTER SUNDAY
Scripture: Acts 10:34-43, Luke 24:1-12
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves Us...Out of the Tomb”

APRIL 3 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Scripture: Isaiah 43:16-21, John 12:1-8
Message: “God on the Move:
God Moves Us...to Empty Ourselves”

APRIL 24 – MUSIC SUNDAY AND SPRING FLING
Scripture: Acts 5:27-32, John 20:19-31
Message: “Resurrection Witness”

APRIL 10 – PALM SUNDAY
Scripture:
Message: “Liturgy of the Passion”

“God on the Move” Lenten
Sermon Series 2022
Jesus didn’t stay in one place for long. His
earthly ministry was one of moving from one
place and encounter to the next. He also
moved through every part of the human experience, encountering everything from temptation, to joy, to suffering and even death. This
year’s Lenten series helps us reclaim the
movement of Jesus’ ministry from temptation
to condemnation, through his teaching and
miracles, and finally through the story of his
death and resurrection. As we encounter the life and ministry of Jesus, we cannot stay the same. We ourselves
are moved to grow and change as followers and imitators of the gospel.
The comforting truth of Lent is that as we delve deeper into our own self-examination, we find that we are not
alone. God is still on the move in our lives, walking with us every step as we travel the road to Easter.

Make plans now to celebrate Holy Week at FCC
Sunday, April 10th @ 10 am — Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 14th @ 7:30 pm — Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 15th @ 7:30 pm — Good Friday
Sunday, April 17th @ 7:00 am — Sunrise Easter Service
@ 10 am — Easter Worship
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Summary of the meeting on March 13, 2022
•

Pastor Dan shared that we will be hosting a church retreat after worship on March 20. He will outline his
perspective on the Interim Ministry and where he perceives us to be in this process. The Transition Team
(Reference Team) will share the progress we have made as a church on the goals we set in the evaluation
process. The meeting will last for no more than 90 minutes and a light snack will be served. It is hoped
we will have enough members in attendance to get a true picture of where we are as a church in this
process. We have hired a Youth Director to work with our Middle School and High School Youth. His
name is Markian Horodysky. There will be a brief biography and a picture published in the Herald. He will
be introduced to the congregation during worship on March 20. The Confirmation Class is working on a
liturgy for their Confirmation Service.

•

The worship schedule for Holy Week includes both Maundy Thursday Communion and Good Friday
Tennebrae services. There will be an Easter Sunrise Service at the church on Tallmadge Circle.

•

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministries, reported that plans for the Boston Trip are coming together
nicely. At this point in time, 14 individuals are planning to make the trip to Boston, visiting both church
and historical sites. They will be staying in a youth hostel. An informational meeting will be held after
worship on March 13 concerning the Mission Trip to Henderson in Kentucky. Treehouse Preschool is
funding new flooring in the Sunday school rooms. It will be composite flooring. They also are installing a
projector in the Fellowship Hall. A big “Thank you” to Danielle Holt for her years of service in the nursery.

•

The Staff/Pastoral Relations Committee met with Rev. Doty to review his progress over the first 6 months
as Interim Minister.

•

The Music Committee shared that we will musically follow Christ through His final days: the Last Supper,
Gethsemane, Calvary and the joy of Easter Sunday. There will be a brass instrumental group providing
music during Easter Sunday worship.

•

Kozlowski Roofing will be undertaking repairs on our roof. A fee schedule was set for nonmembers wishing to use our sanctuary for a memorial service.

•

Social Action will once again conduct a Mother’s Day Hanging Basket sale.

•

Bill Hoover, Financial Administrator, reported that in February, 2022, our operating income of $37,222
was $3,400 above the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the month were $30,134 resulting in a surplus of $7,090 (thanks to one-time annual gifts).

FCC All-Church Spring Retreat
Rev. Doty and the Transition Team invite you to stay following worship on Sunday, March 20, for an All-Church Retreat in the Fellowship Hall. This retreat will
be a fuller description of the Interim Process. Rev. Doty will outline the process
and what this intentional time means in the life of the congregation. The retreat
will also feature a look at the Reference Team Report and how it is being utilized
in the Interim Process. There will be time to dialogue around tables as we consider the interim questions. This retreat is being planned for no longer than 90
minutes. There will be light snacks served.
Come be a part of this important event in the life of First Congregational. Let
your voice be heard as we continue on this journey of the “in-between times.”
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call or
text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Korin Adkins (niece of Dianne Drummond)

Matt Lyons

Noreen Ashley

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Tim Ashley

Ellen McKee

Biff Baker

Jim Mayfield

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Robert Mayfield

Steve Burr

Katie Moore

The Case Family (friends of Barb Dolensky)

Marie O’Neil

Bea Clarke

David & Jackie Parker

Larry Clarke

Rodney Patterson (friend of Gary Fulton)

Dianne Drummond

Ronda Read

Marianne Hannum

C.J. Smith

John Kiss (Judy Woerz’s brother)

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Zell Lambert

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Gwen Lane

Spring Fling 2022
Sunday, April 24 will be a celebration of the arts at
First Congregational Church! That Sunday, we will
be blessed by all the musicians of FCC as we celebrate Music Appreciation Sunday during worship.
There will also be an art show in the Atrium and Fellowship Hall for all to view after our service. FCC
family members of all ages are encouraged to bring
in a piece of original work that they have created. These works can be art pieces (paintings, drawings, sculptures,
etc.), craft pieces (paper works, needlework, wood works, etc.) or anything that you want to feature as we celebrate a Fine Arts Weekend! You can bring in something you’ve created in the past or something you create new
for this show.
The Elder’s Fellowship will host a meal in the Fellowship Hall in conjunction with the art show. Similar to their
Thanksgiving meal, there will be sign-ups for the meal as well as a suggested donation of $5.00 p/person to help
defray the cost of the meal.
You can drop your art off during the week of April 19-23 (or before!) Pieces can be brought to the church office
during office hours (9am-3pm) or to the Fellowship Hall on Saturday the 23rd from 9am-12pm).
Save the date for this wonderful celebration of music, art, food and fellowship with your church family!

Congratulations to Cadence, Camryn, and Colin Ickes on celebrating their Baptisms during
our service on March 13, 2022.
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

February, 2022 operating income of $37,222 was $3,400 above the monthly income budget. Operating expenses
for the month were $30,134 resulting in a surplus of $7,090 in February (thanks to one-time annual gifts). We are
thankful the snow has melted, and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity and the ability to strengthen
the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving.
Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from your bank’s
online system.
Thanks to all who
have so generously
donated to our Faithful Gift Fund in order
to help balance our
budget. The current
balance for the fund
is up to $7,570.

ONLINE GIVING
With the increasing use of online giving, it is imperative that you mark your monies in the correct way.
With the advent of using our financial system Realm to
facilitate online giving, event registration and payment, as well as other options, it is important that you
label where you want your monies to go. We want to
honor your gift or collect event registration fees, etc.
so that we can keep an organized record of your stewardship. Please be careful when using pull down menus and marking your gift appropriately. Thank you for
your attention to these details.

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE
We will be collecting items for a Stuff the
Truck event for Family Promise in May. See
the next Herald for more information!

RAYER

HAWL

PDATE

Yarning for Peace had a busy month. Since the last
Herald, this ministry has provided seven prayer shawls
and three baptism blankets to those requesting
them. We are happy to be able to provide them. We
will not be meeting in April. Our next planned meeting
will be Monday, May 2 at 10:00 a.m. If there are any
shawls that you wish to donate, they can be brought
to the May meeting, or can be taken to the church at
any time. Contact Elaine at 330-633-0896 with any
prayer shawl requests.
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Fourth Graders who took Communion on March 6.
We are glad our 4th graders had an opportunity to discover what communion means,
why we take communion and discuss the last supper.
Alex Headley
Kara Kelley
Marcus Hoffman
Emma Lindhe
Gabriella Kelley
Jackson Straley

Interested in going to Henderson Settlement for a Mission Trip?
This year, the Board of Christian Education would like to offer a mission trip to anyone in middle school or older. We would like to go back to Henderson Settlement in June, but we have
not yet picked a week. If you are interested in the mission experience, please talk with Wendy
Brown. We had an informational meeting March 13 to discuss which week in June that works
best. If you would like to check out their website, it is a good source of information:
https://www.hendersonsettlement.com/.

Save the Date for Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 26 —Thursday, June 30 from 6:00-8:15 pm
We need youth helpers (graduates of 6th grade and older) and teachers willing to help any part of the week that
you are available. VBS is open to any student age 4 to 5th grade. Watch for more information next Herald.

Confirmation Boston Experience
April 8-11

Spring Fling Fine Arts Celebration Sunday
Children are very artistic. We would love to display
their art at our Fine Arts Spring Fling, April 24th. If
they made something special at home or at school,
we would love to display their art work. Adults are
encouraged to share their talent as well. If you
would like to display an art piece, please have to it
church by Saturday, April 19th.

Our Confirmation class is coming to a close. To complete the year, we are heading to Boston to experience
the Congregational church history.
We will see the Congregational Library, Old South
Meeting House, Old North Church, Granary Burying
Grounds, Harvard, “new” South Church, and Pilgrim
Plimoth Patuxet Museums in Plymouth. Please pray for
those attending this trip:
Andrew Byron
Kaitlyn Poff
Maddie Birch
Lily Scherer
Sean Crighton
Meredith Treen
Joey Dodge
Wendy Brown
Bobby Higham
Tim Burns
Ian Hoffman
Dan Doty
Cadence Ickes
Anne Pertick

We will be celebrating our music programs here at
the church as well as a meal together. It would be a
great Sunday to invite friends to join you too.

Looking Ahead
April 10 – Parade of Palms in worship
April 17 – No Sunday School (Easter)
April 24 – Children’s choir singing and Art show
May 8 – Confirmation Sunday
May 22 – Last day of Sunday School
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Don't waste
time filling and
hiding eggs for
your kids when
you could be
staying warm
inside. Let the
youth of First Congregational Church do it for you!
They are raising funds to support their Confirmation
Boston trip. This was a huge hit last year, so we are
bringing it back. All you have to do is fill out our online
order form and on Saturday April 16th, happy little
Easter helpers will come egg your yard. You have the
option to Venmo money, @Wendy-Brown-211, or
leave an envelope with a check in your mail for the
Easter helpers to pick up. Ordering your eggs is easy by
filling out this form, https://forms.gle/
S4rrjokzWQq9wSem9.

Saturday, March 19th @ 9 am
Saturday, April 30th @ 9 am
Fundraiser for FCC Youth
The Board of Christian Education would like to share a
new fundraising idea with you. We have created a Pilgrimage to Boston Giving Wall to support the youth
experiences like the Boston Confirmation trip and Mission Trip. So many are very supportive of these experience and we would love to ask you to support themfinancially too. In the Atrium, you will see the display
full of colorful envelopes. Please pray about what you
can financially support and then take that envelope.
You can return it anytime before Easter and place it in
the locked box located by the colorful display. We
have had to raise quite a bit of funds this year because
we have an active youth group. We are excited about
providing these experiences again.

Any donations of plastic eggs or candy will be
graciously accepted. You can give them to Wendy.

Memorial Scholarship applications are now available! We have moved to an electronic application
this year. Instructions and the application link are
available on the church website and paper copies
of the instructions can be found at the Welcome
Center. The deadline for completed applications
is March 27.

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon
WHERE:

DONTINO’S in Cuyahoga Falls.
(555 E. Cuyahoga Falls Ave. Akron, Oh. 44310)

WHEN:

Thursday, April 7th @ 11:30 am

They have a wide variety of menu options along with their great Italian cuisine. Sign up on the welcome center table. We look forward
to seeing you there!
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One Great Hour of Sharing

MISSION MOMENT: Letting Love Grow in Nicaragua

Imagine not knowing where your next meal will come from. Imagine the constant fear of political unrest. Imagine working hard to produce crops to feed your family and earn a
living. Also imagine constantly battling the effects of climate change. Imagine all the obstacles farmers face to get
their crops to harvest, and then to market. Then, imagine all these things happening – at once.
In Nicaragua, families find it harder to believe that there will come a day when they do not hunger or thirst. For
many, food security can seem like an unattainable goal. But through a partnership with many organizations such
as: Growing Hope Globally, a respected local organization CIEETS, and CWS, the United Church of Christ is helping
families to thrive despite such adversity.
René Bermúdez (shown) is working hard to ensure that his
family has enough to eat and he has a way to earn a living.
Rene is raising stringless Melipona bees, which produce medicinal honey that he can sell. Through the program, he learned about poultry raising and has started raising chickens –
and now has forty hens that produce eggs, plus another 140
that he is preparing to sell!
Like René, several of the families there have lost several harvests to the effects of climate change. Farmers in their community found that when it rains too much, the crops die
from disease or are washed away. When it doesn’t rain
enough, they dry up. Either way, farmers lose everything.
Your generous gifts through One Great Hour of Sharing will help farmers continue to build a sustainable life –
without hunger or thirst – as they learn new ways to produce food and income. Please give generously so they
will continue to reap the harvest of God’s love growing in their communities.
We will be collecting donations for OGHS now through March 27th and dedicate those funds on the 27th. Envelopes are available in the pews. You may give to support Ukrainian Refugees directly through One Great Hour of
Sharing by indicating on your offering envelope what portion of your donation you want to go to the Refugee Emergency Fund.

April Fools’ Day
April Fools’ Day, April 1, has an annual custom of practical jokes and hoaxes.
One of your members thought this might be a fun day to play a practical joke
on Rev. Dan. We all know how much he loves to wear bow ties, so let’s all
wear a bow ties on Sunday, April 3. You can make one out of material, paper,
ribbon or you can wear one you have in the closet. If you can add it
to your attire when sitting in the sanctuary, even better. What a
surprise it will be to look out over the congregation and see tons of
bow ties! Rev. Dan will get a good laugh and feel the love.
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Dear Church Family,
We are heart broken
that our son-in-law,
Greg Godar, lost his 10
month battle with cancer. He was a truly
great guy, wonderful
husband and loving dad. Thank you to our
church family and friends for the cards,
support, prayers and messages of sympathy. A special thank you to Diana Caldwell
and the Prayer Team. We feel blessed to
have a wonderful and caring church family. Please keep our daughter Lisa and
grandson Grayson (10) in your prayers.
With sincere gratitude,
Roger and Sue Lyons
Thank you everyone for the many cards of
concern — especially the children in Sunday School classes and teachers. Also
thanks for all the work in getting the
church services on computer — I am finally
able to figure it out. I hope to come back
to church when I am able. Bless all of you
for what you do.
Love, Jo Berry
Dear Members, Thank you for your donation to our unit. We will use it to purchase
peanut butter, cereal, and canned meats,
along with other staples for those in need.
God Bless,
Candy Lorkowski,
Tallmadge Good Neighbors

We are
thankful that
Rev. Dan is
always willing
to help out!

Have you moved
recently? We’d like to
keep up with your address so that you don’t
miss out on the Herald
and any other church
mailings. Others in your
church family might want to reach out from time-to-time. We
will not openly publish your address but will give it out (with
your permission) to those who make that request from the
office. So, please keep us updated if you are moving. Thanks!
It’s time to honor
that special someone
in your life with a
beautiful hanging
basket flower.
Mother's Day hanging baskets will go on
sale on April 10th.
Pick up will be Mother’s Day weekend. The cost this year is $22.00 per hanging
basket. Proceeds from this sale will benefit our Youth Mission
Tour.

Meet our New Youth Coordinator
Greetings! It is an honor to introduce
myself. My name is Markian Horodysky, but I also go by the name of Loki,
named after the cinematic Marvel
character. I was also adopted from
Bulgaria by an amazing Ukrainian
family. I started out in ministry seven
years ago as a camp counselor for
Pleasant Hill Outdoor Camp. Later, I
was honored with the position of Camp Relations Coordinator,
where I would oversee the campers and staff, ensuring their
safety and stability. From there, I arrived at Kent State University. As I was going through my academic career, I was also found
by an outstanding college ministry called Identity Project. With
the amazing love and guidance of the ministry and my newfound family of Christ, I was able to finally truly accept Christ in
my heart. And now I have been privileged with the position of
the Youth Ministry Coordinator for FCC Tallmadge, and hope to
bring the love of the Lord into the hearts of his children.
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Worship Attendance
Feb 20

160

Mar 6

151

Feb 27

114

Mar 13

116

Upcoming Sundays

Ash Wednesday, Mar 2 42

Greeters
Mar 20 Jim Chapman

Apr 10 Janet McCaulley

Mar 27 Cliff and Sue Yeager

Apr 17 Elaine and Dr. Jim Engle

Apr 3

Apr 24 Jane Charles

Larry and Sandy Clarke

Ushers
Mar 20

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Mar 27

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Apr 3

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Gary Myers

Apr 10

Terri Poff, Kim and Gary Fulton, John Huffman

Apr 17

7 am John and Jane Huffman
10 am Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Apr 24

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway
outside of the mailroom.
$28 per arrangement.
Fill out the form and give it
and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Mar 20

Rebecca Moore

Mar 27
Apr 3
Apr 10

Kim and Gary Fulton

Apr 17

LENTEN

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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APRIL 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

3

4

5

6

7

9 am—Sun.
School

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA

10 am—Worship

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir

10

11

12

13

14

8:30 am — EC

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

HERALD DEADLINE

6 pm—NA

10 am—Staff
Meeting

9 am—Sun.
School

6:30 pm — Cub
Scouts

10 am—Worship

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

19

20

21

EASTER SUNDAY

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship

1

7:30 pm — Good
Fri. Service

18

6 pm—Card Mak- 1 pm — Bible
ing
Study

Sat.

7:30 pm —
Maundy Thurs.
Service

17
7:00 am — Sunrise Service

Fri.

7 pm—Choir

6 pm—NA
6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts
7:00 pm — Book
Study

24

27

28

9 am—Quilters
1 pm—Bible Study

10 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir

11 am — Spring
Fling

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

9 am—Sun.
School

25
6 pm—Heritage

26
6 pm—Naranon

7:00 pm — Book
Study
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9 am—Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

Easter Special
Music Donation
2022

The 10:00 AM Easter service on April 17th will feature a brass
quintet sponsored by our "Special Music Fund.” Nearly all of
the money donated at Christmastime went to our harp and cello players and now our fund is quite depleted. Please consider
contributing to this fund as a memorial or honorary gift. Simply fill out this form, then place it in the offering plate or return
it to the church office with your check made out to First Congregational Church of Tallmadge. In the memo line at the bottom of your check, please write “Easter Special Music
Donation.” Names of those honored will be listed in the bulletin.

Forms must be returned to the office by April 3rd. Thank you!
Name ___________________________________________________________________

Phone No. ___________________________________

Total amount enclosed

$ ____________________

If you are ordering flowers and donating money for music PLEASE PROVIDE 2 SEPARATE CHECKS
Message ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Easter morning, April 17, we will adorn the Chancel with beautiful
flowers. We are offering a selection of colorful potted spring
flowers along with the traditional Easter Lilies. The cost is $8.00
per plant. Please complete this form, then bring it to the church
office or place it into the offering plate on Sunday morning.
Checks may be made out to First Congregational Church. Please
help support our local growers by getting your orders in early.

Easter Flowers
Order Form

The last day to order is April 3rd.

2022

Thank you, Kim Fulton (330-958-1779)
Name ______________________________________________________

Phone No. _______________________________________

# of Easter Lilies

__________

# of Tulips

__________

# of Daisy Mums _____________

# of Daffodils

__________

# of Hyacinth

__________

Total amount enclosed

Message

$ ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please check one:

Pick up Flowers

________

Donate your Flowers ________

If you are ordering flowers and donating money for music PLEASE PROVIDE 2 SEPARATE CHECKS
If you are planning on taking your flowers home on Easter morning please tear off the portion below and make a note of the variety of flowers
you ordered to retain for your records: THANK YOU!
============================================================================================

I ordered _______ # of _______________________________________ Flower Variety.
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