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There’s an old proverbial question in which someone on a New York street asks a passerby,
“How do you get to Carnegie Hall?” The answer comes, “Practice!” Well, I began to
“practice” singing somewhere in my junior high school years; so, somewhere in the late
‘70’s. Through school (public school, college and graduate school), church and community
activities, I have spent the better part of the past 40 years singing. With all this practice and
performance, I never dreamed I would actually make it to Carnegie Hall. It’s something that
was definitely on my bucket list!
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In 2008, Hollywood produced a movie entitled “The Bucket List.” Since that time, the
idea of having a bucket list has grown exponentially. This list is a rundown of all the
items one wants to accomplish before they
die, as in “kick the bucket.” For some, this
can be a morbid way of thinking about life.
Compiling a bucket list can cause stresses
and strains if one looks at the list and begins
to fixate on what they haven’t done.
Canadian artist Martin Dansky once wrote,
“Death knocks once, dying, countless times.”
I take this to mean that we only die one time,
but can experience “death” every day. We
experience the death of hopes and dreams when we give up. We experience the death of
relationships when we hold grudges and withhold forgiveness. We experience the death of
grace, mercy and justice when we turn a blind eye to the plight of others.
We journeyed together through another Lent and have experienced again a glorious Easter
worship, the resurrection power that Christ grants. While some tend to focus on the sacrificial love of Christ as he dies for the world, to me it seems Christ spent far more time teaching us how to live! And as the old song goes, “because he lives, I can face tomorrow!”
I’m a “glass half-full” kind of guy! I like to think of bucket lists coupled with the 2004 release
of “Live Like You Were Dying.” This Tim McGraw hit chronicles a fateful diagnosis with the
proverbial question, “What are you going to do?” McGraw then relates a list of all the things
he was “free” to do because he only had a finite time to live. Truthfully, we all have a finite
time to live. Death is the one thing we will all eventually experience. Why do we hold back
from living life to the fullest each and every day? Christ came that we might have life and
have it to the fullest!
(Continued on next page)
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McGraw sings, “I loved deeper, and I spoke sweeter, and I gave forgiveness I'd been denying." These surely are
the things Christ calls us to live each and every day! Thus, a meaningful bucket list that serves to help us live life
to the fullest. We might not all “go skydiving, Rocky Mountain climbing” or even “spend 2.7 seconds on a bull
named Fu Manchu” like McGraw, but we can love to the fullest, we can forgive to the fullest, and we can live a
resurrected life to the fullest here and now! These are the things we “practice” our whole lives long.
Singing in Carnegie Hall was a dream come true and one that I will relish for the rest of my life. While at the end
of May 2017 I was able to check this item off of my bucket list, I will still strive to hold the items of living a life of
love and forgiveness on the list. My prayer is that we will all keep these items before us. I further propose that we
never totally check them off our collective bucket list as they are items we will continue to practice our whole
lives long.
Grace for the journey,

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MAY 22 — SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER/
GRADUATION SUNDAY
Scripture: Acts 16:9-15, John 5:1-9
Message: “Disciples Together”

APRIL 24 – MUSIC SUNDAY AND SPRING FLING
Scripture: Acts 5:27-32, John 20:19-31
Message: “Resurrection Witness”
MAY 1 – THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
Scripture: Acts 9:36-43, John 10:22-30
Message: “Life Giving Acts”

MAY 29 — ASCENSION SUNDAY
Scripture: Acts 1:1-11, Luke 24:44-53
Message: “Change as an Agent of Growth”

MAY 8 – FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER/
MOTHER’S DAY
Scripture: Acts 11:1-8, John 13:31-35
Message: “Imagine”

JUNE 5 — PENTECOST/NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
Scripture: Genesis 11:1-9, Acts 2:1-21
Message: “Wind and Fire”
JUNE 12 — SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, John 16:12-15
Message: “The Way of Wisdom”

MAY 15 – FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER/
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
Scripture: Acts 11:1-8, John 13:31-35
Message: “The Rite of Confirmation”

Easter may be over, but the next several weeks are packed
with activities. April 24th will be our annual Music
Appreciation Sunday during worship, with our first ever FCC
Art Show and Spring Feast to follow. May 8th is Mother’s
Day. Be sure to order your hanging baskets! On May 15th,
our 11 Confirmation Candidates will make their Confirmation and become full members of the church. Finally, on
May 22nd, we will honor our 2022 Graduates and Sunday
School teacher and award 2022 Memorial Scholarships.
Mark your calendars!
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What’s New With Executive Council?
•

Executive Council did not meet this month. Their next meeting will be Sunday, May 8th.

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 11 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Korin Adkins (niece of Dianne Drummond)

Matt Lyons

Noreen Ashley

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Tim Ashley

Ellen McKee

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Jim Mayfield

Michelle Brown (Wendy Brown’s sister-in-law)
Steve Burr

Katie Moore

The Case Family (friends of Barb Dolensky)

David & Jackie Parker

Bea Clarke

Rodney Patterson (friend of Gary Fulton)

Dianne Drummond

Ronda Read

Marianne Hannum

C.J. Smith

John Kiss (Judy Woerz’s brother)

Richard Thomason

Zell Lambert

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Gwen Lane

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Marie O’Neil

CONDOLENCES
We express our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of:
Odell Kalbaugh, who died March 17, 2022
Larry Clarke, husband of Bea Clarke, who died March 18, 2022
John Barbetta, husband of Erin Barbetta, who died March 19, 2022

Frank Myers, brother of Gary Myers, who died March 23, 2022
Dennis Prichard, former FCC organist, who died March 29, 2022
Robert Mayfield, husband of Linda Mayfield and father of Stacy Ramp,
who died March 29, 2022
Biff Baker, son-in-law of Rosemary Richards, who died April 8, 2022.
Pamela Marsden, who died April 12, 2022.
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

March, 2022 operating income of $33,670 was $225 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for
the month were $33,455 resulting in a surplus of $215 in March (thanks to prepaid annual gifts). We are thankful
to see the flowers again, and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity and the ability to strengthen the
growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from your bank’s online
system.

ONLINE GIVING
With the increasing use of online giving, it is imperative that you mark your monies in the correct way.
With the advent of using our financial system Realm to
facilitate online giving, event registration and payment, as well as other options, it is important that you
label where you want your monies to go. We want to
honor your gift or collect event registration fees, etc.
so that we can keep an organized record of your stewardship. Please be careful when using pull down menus and marking your gift appropriately. Thank you for
your attention to these details.
Thanks to all who have so generously donated to our
Faithful Gift Fund in order to help balance our budget.
The current balance for the fund is up to $7,510.

GIVE ONLINE HERE:
Giving to FCC is easier than
ever. Simply scan this QR
code with your cell phone
camera and click on the link.
Look for the code in the next
bulletin.
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Summer Worship Schedule—June, July, and August
Beginning Sunday, June 5th, we will switch to our summer worship
schedule. We will have one service at 9:30 am. We will not have
Sunday school before our service during the summer months. We
will continue this schedule throughout the months of June, July, and
August.

Music Appreciation Sunday, Spring Fling Feast and Art Show
All are invited to join us for a special “Music Appreciation” worship
service Sunday, April 24th at 10:00 am. Then, stay afterwards for our
first ever FCC Art Show and a meal hosted by the Elders.

PRAYER SHAWL UPDATE
Yarning for Peace will hold their next meeting on
Monday, May 2, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. Those planning to
attend should bring any shawls they wish to donate.
This ministry has been in existence for the past 14
years. Many have donated the prayer shawls that are
given out, and we are grateful for that. Because of lack
of interest in this group, this will be the last meeting I
will schedule. We do have a small stockpile of baptism
blankets and prayer shawls to be given out. Call Elaine
at 633-0896 with any requests or contact the church
office. We will fill your requests as long as we have the
supply to do so.

First Congregational Church of Tallmadge will offer two
orientation classes. These classes are designed to give
you an introduction into the FCC family. These classes
will be offered on Sundays, May 22 & 29, at the
9:00am hour before worship. If participants are led to
join FCC in membership, the New Member Sunday will
be June 5, 2022. Please let the church office know if
you are interested. You can email Cathy Cotter, the
church’s Office administrator at
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net

Saturday, May 21st @ 9am
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Confirmation Class entered Boston
with a “bang”! We were so lucky to
have decent weather so we could explore and enjoy the city.
We also want to thank the members
who supported us through finances
and prayers.
Enjoy some of our pictures from the
trip.
Rev. Dan Doty, Joey Dodge, Sean
Crighton, Meredith Treen, Maddie
Birch, Cadence Ickes, Andrew Byron,
Bobby Higham, Kaitlyn Poff, Ian
Hoffman, Lily Scherer and Anne Pertick (Tim Burns and Wendy Brown not
pictured)

Boston 2022
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Egg Your Yard
We had 25 orders for eggs, totaling over 1000 eggs. What a great fundraiser that incorporated the community! Board of Christian Education
raised over $500 for the mission trip. Way to go CE!

Vacation Bible School
June 26-30 | 6:00-8:15 PM
Vacation Bible School is going “UNDER CONSTRUCATION” this summer, June 26-30. @ 6:00-8:15 pm. We will
build character like Jesus as we talk about our rock of foundation, the creation of man to care for all living things,
doing good deeds for others and sharing the love of Jesus Christ with others. We hope you might consider
getting involved in one or more of the following ways:
1. Registering your child or grandchild age 4 through 5th grade to attend.
Those who have been through 6th grade or higher may also help with VBS.
2. Sign up to be a teacher a night or two in one of our stations– craft, music,
bible story, games, snack or games.
3. Donate items (see a list in the next Herald)
4. Donate Lowes gift cards so we can purchase supplies for bird houses
5. Donate time to precut bird houses
6. Volunteer to help with family night on Thursday, June 30.
Registration will open on May 1. There is no cost for VBS but we will be collecting items for a Habitat housing
project. You can register in person on Sunday mornings or use the google form we will share beginning May 1.

May 15–

Confirmation Sunday followed
by a reception

May 22–

Graduation, Scholarship and

High School
Graduates

Teacher Appreciation Sunday
May 29–

No Sunday School offered during
the summer. We will offer some
thing during worship for children
younger than 3rd grade.

Please send three to four pictures “through the
years” to Wendy, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net. Please
take time to fill out this google form as well;
https://forms.gle/2vH32rsfFG7i6h3h9
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Have you moved
recently? We’d like to
keep up with your address so that you don’t
miss out on the Herald
and any other church
mailings. Others in your
church family might want to reach out from time-to-time. We
will not openly publish your address but will give it out (with
your permission) to those who make that request from the
office. So, please keep us updated if you are moving. Thanks!
Please allow me to express my gratitude for
your recent “get well” card and “prayer
pocket,” a gift that is not only very much appreciated, it has been put to good use already. I keep it in the bible I received for
confirmation back on March 29, 1964.
I measure the success of my 72 years on
God’s Earth by the number and quality of
friends I have made during that time. As I
look at all of you during the remote services,
I’d say I was pretty successful!
In God’s Love, Steve Burr

Dear Mr. Mitchell & Social Action Committee,
We would like to thank you for the donation
to the St. Bernard Lunch Program! Your continued donations help keep the program
running. We so appreciate your kindness.
Sincerely, Stefani Kozy and Carol Arbour

It’s time to honor that special
someone in
your life with a
beautiful hanging basket flower. Mother's
Day hanging
baskets will go
on sale on April
10th. Pick up
will be Mother’s Day weekend. The cost this year is $22.00 per
hanging basket. Proceeds from this sale will benefit our Youth
Mission Tour.

Here are the flower choices for this year: Fuchsia, Reiger Begonia, New Guinea Impatiens, Lobelia, Calibrachoa (Million Bells),
and Geranium.
Pick up dates are Friday (5/6) 3-4:40pm, and Saturday (5/7) 910:30 am, or before church on Mother’s Day. Questions, call
Kim Fulton, 330-958-1779.

A big thank you to everyone who gave to the
Special Music Fund. Because of your
generous donations, we were able to fund
the brass quintet this Easter.
— Nancy Lynn Robinson

Thanks to all who bought flowers to
decorate the chancel for Easter Sunday.
Such beautiful décor for a beautiful service!
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Worship Attendance
Mar 20

138

Apr 10

119

Mar 27

94

Maundy Th., Apr 14 68

Apr 3
154 Good Fri., Apr 15
Apr 17 (Easter) 255

Upcoming Sundays

51

Greeters
Apr 24 Jane Charles

May 8 Walt and Donna Atwood

May 1 Dan and Wilma Beightol

May 15 John and Mari-Lyn Parry

Ushers
Apr 24

Terri Poff, Anita and John Lahrmer, Larry Robinson

May 1

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Gary Myers

May 8

Terri Poff, Kim and Gary Fulton, John Huffman

May 15

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

May 22

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway
outside of the mailroom.
$28 per arrangement.
Fill out the form and give it
and the check to Cathy Cotter.

Apr 24
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

MAY

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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MAY 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10 am — Prayer
Shawl Ministry

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

MOTHER’S DAY
BASKET PICK UP

9 am—Sun.
School

6 pm—NA

10 am—Worship/
6 pm—Heritage
COMMUNION

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

7 pm—Choir
MOTHER’S DAY
BASKET PICK UP
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9

10

11

12

8:30 am — EC

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
Meeting

6 pm—NA

9 am—Sun.
School

7am—District
Pinewood Derby
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14

20

21

6:30 pm—Cub
Scouts

10 am—Worship/
MOTHER’S DAY
15

16

17

18

19

9 am—Sun.
School

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

6 pm—Card Making

6 pm—NA

10 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship/
CONFIRMATION

9 am—Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

6pm—Treehouse
Moving Day

22

23

24

25

26

9 am—Sun.
School, New
Member Class

6 pm—Heritage

10:30 am ACGS

9 am—Quilters

6 pm—Naranon

6 pm—NA

10 am—Staff
Meeting

10 am—Worship/
GRADUATION
SUNDAY

29

30

9 am—Sun.
School, New
Member Class

MEMORIAL DAY

31

6 pm—Heritage

10 am—Worship
11 am—CE
Meeting
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28
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Shawn Galloway

Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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