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In the past, I taught a course for the Northeast Ohio School of Ministry (NEOSOM). The 
course was entitled New Testament 2. In this second section of the New Testament courses, 
we studied all the “letters” from Romans to Revelation. This turned out to be quite a 
daunting task! Just as the course was wrapping up, I had lunch with the Dean of NEOSOM to 
debrief about the experience. I came with a well-thought-out argument as to why the class 
needed to be split in two and after my first sentence (that simply we needed this to be two 
classes), the Dean nodded his agreement! There is just so much information to cover ade-
quately to even begin to have a rudimentary understanding of the New Testament world.  

Since the material covered in the Christian portion of the Bible focuses on the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus, we do spend a lot of time talking about him. We do, however, 
spend an equal amount of time trying to understand what the disciples must have gone 
through as well.  

Imagine with me for moment about what it must have been like to actually be called by Je-
sus himself! You’re minding your own business. You’re living a normal 1st century Palestini-
an peasant life. You were fishing in the sea for the daily catch to sell at market. You were 
collecting the dreaded Roman taxes. Perhaps you were just reclining under a tree seeking 
relief from the heat of the day. You were normal! 

Then this man comes along and says, “Hey, you’re not fulfilling your purpose. You need to 
follow me. I will teach you things and you will really make a difference in the lives of oth-
ers.” I mean, really, what would you do? You were eking out your meager existence, but 
you knew what to do. You knew what was expected of you. You knew what was normal. 
Now this man comes and asks you to leave all that normal behind and follow him! Would 
you? 
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JULY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
JUNE 26 — THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14, Luke 9:51-62 
     Message:  “Pick Up the Mantle” 
 
JULY 3 — FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture:  Matthew 22:15-22 
     Message:  “Where God and Country Meet” 
 
JULY 10 — FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture:  Amos 7:7-17, Luke 10:25-37 
     Message:   

 

 
JULY 17— SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture: Galatians 5:1, 13-25, Matthew 10:26-32 
     Message:  “Resist: Avengers Assemble” 
 

 
JULY 24 — SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture: Galatians 6:1-10, I Corinthians 12:12-31 
     Message:  “Resist: Boldly Go” 
 
JULY 31 — EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Scripture: Psalm 25:1-10, John 4:7-26 
     Message:  “Resist: Lasso the Truth” 

Resist Sermon Series 

Plan to join Rev. Doty in worship for his summer 
preaching series “Resist: Justice Heroes from the Bible 
and the Big Screen.” From superhero sagas to epic sci-fi 
adventures, our favorite fictional heroes aren’t just 
“super.” They are focused on larger issues. They lead 
the resistance against corrupt leaders and systems. 
They fight against the powers of darkness, working for 
justice and the greater good. This series of six Sunday 
sermons will begin on July 17 and will explore these 
“Super”heroes from both the Bible and the Big Screen! 

 

CONDOLENCES 

We express our deepest sympa-

thy to the family and friends of: 

 

Frank Moore, husband of Rebecca Moore, who passed 

on May 27, 2022 

Ann Minar, who passed on May 30, 2022. 

Larry Linerode, brother of Wanda Strott, who passed on 

June 17, 2022. 

Church families have normal. They have their yearly cycle of events, fundraisers, “holy” days, worship services 
and ministers. Over the course of time, members come and go as do ministers. Over the last three years of transi-
tion and pandemic, much has changed. Now someone else stands up front. Someone else delivers sermons on a 
regular basis and the “normal” is not normal anymore.  

The farthest thing from my mind is making a comparison to the “new guy” here at FCC and the aforementioned 
Jesus. I’m simply saying disciples of Christ have had to adapt to new realities and new ways of learning about and 
sharing the love of Christ. A thesaurus will list several alternatives for normal, e.g., standard, regular, typical, cus-
tomary, common, average, habitual and routine, among others. While some of those alternatives are positive, it 
seems to me that some have a tinge of negativity to them. Common, habitual and routine can be seen as con-
stricting. We should never constrict ways in which we can learn more and do more on behalf of Christ in our bro-
ken world.  

FCC had “normal” and now we have “different.” Slowly it will become normal and this new normal might just help 
us all be better disciples of that one that still looks deeply into our souls and says, “Follow me!” 

 

Grace for the journey, 
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 What’s New With Executive Council? 

 Our Executive Council met on Sunday, May 22nd and Sunday, June 12 
 

• Many were in attendance at the Spring All-Church Retreat. Rev. Doty shared 
in his perspective where we are as a church at the present time and what 
needs to be accomplished in the future. Topics relevant to our church and 
its future were discussed in small groups.  

• The Transition Team held a follow-up meeting. Some of the topics discussed 
were healing the church, connecting to the UCC, transparency, establishing 
care circles, forming a Koinonia (Fellowship) Board to sponsor all-church community events and a “Job 
Board” on display to highlight tasks that need to be undertaken.  

• The Social Action Committee determined a better time to reach out to the German group would be in 
the fall. Money for aid to Ukraine can be directed to the Heartland Conference S.A.R.A. Partnership. 
The Mother’s Day Flower Sale made $470 to support youth mission tours. Rev. Doty is including a 
prayer for a different country each Sunday during worship. We are conducting a “Stuff the Truck” 
event to secure needed items for the families being served by Family Promise.  

• Rev. Doty reported that our Youth Director has resigned. A candidate that applied for the position pre-
viously is being considered. An interview is scheduled for June 13. Hopefully, we will be able to move 
forward without much delay.  

• The Board of Trustees reported that our contract with Power Clean will be terminated following the 
April service. Since the grant obtained by Treehouse Preschool is providing funding for composite 
flooring in rooms used by the preschool, it makes sense to reach out to our congregation to fund the 
flooring of rooms not used by the preschool. The estimate cost to the church will be $4,200.  

• Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministries, shared that April and May were a busy time. Activities 
included the Confirmation Class trip to Boston, recognizing our graduating seniors and working on the 
“Under Construction” VBS. A new sign has been purchased to replace the well-worn sign on North Av-
enue.  

• The Board of Christian Education reported that the Mission Trip meeting was not well attended and 
there will not be a trip scheduled at the present time. Sunday School structure for the fall is being 
evaluated. It would appear at this point in time that an organization of K - 2 and 3 - 6 is a possible solu-
tion for having enough children in attendance for a viable group.  

• The initial Designated Interim Ministry Covenant with Rev. Doty terminates on June 30. A new cove-
nant was proposed to extend the call to FCC of Tallmadge for seven months beginning on July 1, 2022, 
and ending February 1, 2023. This contract removes the Non-Candidacy Covenant paragraph from the 
agreement, leaving all other components unchanged. Executive Council approved the changes and 
Rev. Doty and Moderator Ken Caldwell signed the covenant.  

 

CONCERT ON JULY 11TH 

Monday, July 11th at 7pm, the Stan Hywet Good-

year Concert Band, under the direction of George 

Martin, will be presenting a one-hour musical 

performance in the Fellowship Hall.   

Please mark your calendars to attend.   
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 THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION    
    Our Prayer Chain has 13 members dedicated to service through praying.  We pray for the individuals listed 
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential.    You may call 
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.   

   

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP JULY LUNCHEON 

@ THE BASEMENT 
(in Cuyahoga Falls) 

 

Thursday, July 7  

11:30 AM 

Memorial Scholarships 2022 

Congratulations to our 2022 Memorial Scholarship winners: 

Max Drummond 

Max is the son of Dianne and Dan Drummond.  He currently attends Heidelberg Uni-
versity where he is pursuing a Masters of Business Administration degree and will be 
a senior in the fall.  Max is the 2022 recipient of the Starkey, Stanley and Daisy Watts, 
and Richard and JoAnn Wood Scholarships. 

Madalyn Parry 

Madalyn is the daughter of John and Mari-Lyn Parry.  She currently attends Kent State University as an Early Child-
hood Education major and will be a senior in the fall.  Madalyn is the 2022 recipient of the Atwood and Heritage 
Scholarships. 

Korin Adkins (niece of Dianne Drummond) 

Paul Arch 

Noreen Ashley                                                   

Tim Ashley 

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter) 

Michelle Brown (Wendy Brown’s sister-in-law) 

Steve Burr 

Bea Clarke 

Geoff and Wendy Clifford (friends of Noreen Ashley) 

Carole Collins 

Emily Cooper (Judy Foushee’s niece) 

Dan and Dianne Drummond 

Mary Jo Hand (friend of Denise Haynes) 

Marianne Hannum 

John Kiss (Judy Woerz’s brother) 

Zell Lambert 

Liming Family (family of  the boy killed in Akron) 

Roger and Sue Lyons 

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family) 

Ellen McKee  

Jim Mayfield 

Katie Moore 

Marie O’Neil 

Nancy Paciotti  

David & Jackie Parker 

Ronda Read 

C.J. Smith  

Richard Thomason 

Willet Family 

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group 

Confidential Names on our Prayer List 

 
Dan’s One Year Anniversary 

July 2022 marks the one year anniversary for Rever-
end Dan Doty at First Congregational of Talmadge, 
UCC.  While he will be on vacation the first two Sun-
days in July, he will be back with us on July 17th.  Let’s 
give him a little extra thank you, a firmer hand shake, 
or a card of thanks on his return.  If you choose to 
give a card the ushers will collect them on 7/3 and 
7/10 and they will be presented to him on 7/17. 
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May, 2022 operating income of $27,400 was $6,400 below the monthly income budget.  Operating expenses for 

the month were $28,680 resulting in a deficit of ($1,270) in May.  Our gardens are sprouting as we anticipate 

growth, and look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity, and the ability to strengthen the growth of our 

ministries.  Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving.  Offerings may al-

so be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or sent from your bank’s online system. 

 

Giving to FCC is easier than ever.  

Simply scan this QR code with your 

cell phone camera and click on the 

link.  Look for the code in the next 

bulletin. 

GIVE ONLINE HERE: 

S.A.R.A. Ukrainian Emergency Fund 

Many have asked if there is a way, in addition to 

our prayers, that we may be of aid to those who 

are suffering in Ukraine. The answer to that ques-

tion is “yes”! The Heartland Conference S.A.R.A. 

partnership will serve as a conduit for aid to part-

ners in Ukraine who are suffering as a result of the 

war. Daily, our partners are bringing food and wa-

ter relief to displaced Ukrainians in Transcarpathia. 

Those wishing to make a donation via this channel 

may do so by visiting our website, 

fcctallmadge.org. 

Please know that your gifts of any size make a 

difference in this critical time.  

Thanks to all who have so      
generously donated to our    
Faithful Gift Fund in order 
to help balance our budg-

et.  The current balance for 
the fund is up to $7,510.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOOV3o8zv_rPkr9KwM9yBNp88JKaDC7UqcTc3prWNn0azxGFNlmT0rfN7KgzoRHEl4z3Qwnh40JK-f344_IwVaIWQtxRNlt1qEE9PVylRPymaKyzyJSESfQSJVSM4Xn5Wwkw33O1RZti6tcJU6FPoBkhZaOLe1aPHMDS8u0H2PUg_WTybldrAqFuHU0FegM_Dzy0w-fTM8M=&c=XspzQIMtA5BNUjO8rFgA
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Adam and Julie Bozic      
188 Washburn Rd., Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 

Adam and Julie are the 
proud parents of three 
children.  Julie owns Har-
monize Studios and 
teaches private music 
lessons, camps and 
workshops.  Of course 
she enjoys singing and 

dancing, movies and watching her children on the 
field, the stage and the track.  Adam, too, loves to 
watch his kids play sports, dance and sing.  Adam is a 
Marine Corp veteran and a Tallmadge councilman.  He 
also owns Classic Shine, LLC, a commercial cleaning 
and floor installation company.  Julie enjoys the peo-
ple of the church and wants to raise her family here.  
This church makes them feel welcome.  So why did 
Adam choose our church?  He says (as any good hus-
band knows), “he goes where his wife tells him!” 
 
Rev. Dan, Amy, Kristian, Sean, and Kaetlyn Doty 
878 Clearview Cir, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281  

The Doty Family joins FCC as transfers from the Bath 
Church. Dan and Amy have been married for 35 years 
and are the proud parents of Kristian, Sean Michael, 
and Kaetlyn. Dan is in his 25th year of active ministry, 
having served UCC churches in Ohio and UMC church-
es in Ohio and Illinois. Amy is starting as the Assistant 
Elementary Principal in the Black River Local School 
district this fall. Previously she has taught music, Spe-
cial Ed., 5th grade and was the District Technology In-
tegration Administrator. Kristian is a CPA and works as 
a Controller for Welty Construction in Akron where 
she owns her own home. Sean is the Director of Oper-
ations for TrAk Athletics in Akron where he is working 
on becoming a part owner. He is engaged to Sara 
Schwartzwalder and they plan a July 2022 wedding. 
They share a home in Parma. Katie will be entering her 
junior year at the University of Cincinnati this fall. She 
is in the Center for Excellence Program in the Lindner 
College of Business where she is studying accounting. 
 
 
 
 

Brian and Amber Headley  
267 Garwood Dr., Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 

Amber and Brian wish to offi-
cially join FCC because they 
feel that it has been influential 
in the development of their 
faith, it provides the feeling of 
a strong community, and is a 
sound place for their children 
to learn and grow in the pres-
ence of God. Amber and Brian 
are both Registered Nurses, 

and Brian also teaches Nursing 
at Stark State College. They have been blessed with two 
children - Alex (10) and Brooklyn (7), and have been 
attending services for approximately five years. Amber 
and Brian enjoy spending time with their family and 
friends, engaging in activities within the community and 
surrounding areas, and seeking out new and exciting 
opportunities. 
 

Ann Marie Holt     
3064 Kent Rd., #311A, Stow, Ohio  44224  
Ann Marie is the daughter of an-
other new member, Dorothy Seal. 
She is a retired legal secretary.  
She has raised two children and 
enjoys reading and ceramics. 
She chose The First Congregation-
al Church because she felt wel-
comed and loved, even though 
she was a stranger.  She says this 
church opened the door to her. 
 

Robert and Christine Higham  
1188 Shadyside Lane, Tallmadge, Ohio   44278 

Robert and Christine have 
two children, Bobby and 
Katie.  Robert works for the 
County of Summit, in the 
Dept. of Law and Risk Man-
agement.  He enjoys attend-
ing sporting events, family 
activities and trips.  Chris-
tine is employed as the Di-
rector of Human Resources 

at the Mustard Seed Market and Cafe.  She enjoys vol-
unteering in the community, including the Tallmadge 
Rotary and Little League, along with other groups.  Rob-
ert and Christine moved to Tallmadge in 2011 and want-
ed a church to join where they could raise their family.  
They began attending under the leadership of Dr. John 
Schluep. 
 

 
 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE NEW MEMBERS CLASS JUNE 2022 
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Sandra (Sandi) Hughes  
122 Douglas Court, Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 

Sandi retired after 30 years from 
the Defense Logistics Agency, work-
ing as a contractor, a trainer and 
instructor.  For more information, 
talk to Sandi.  She likes to read, 
travel and take cruises.  She also 
sings in the choir and enjoys being 
active in Women’s Fellowship and 
the social committees.  She chose 

our church because she felt called by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Rev. Paul Kiewit  
395 S Main St. Apt 221, Munroe Falls, Ohio 44262 
Paul is a retired Pastor.  He led congre-
gations in Columbus, Canal Winchester, 
Massillon, Akron, and Canton during his 
long career.  In 1963, Paul founded 
Hope Homes, Inc and Hope Homes 
Foundation, Inc., a church-related care-
giving ministry for adults with develop-
mental disabilities. He helped raise 
funds and start a project called “Family 
Village Farm,” in south India.  The Village now serves over 
180 children and adults.  Paul raised 3 children with his 
wife Dorothy, who died in 2013.  Paul’s son, Rev. David 
Kiewit, is also a member here at FCC Tallmadge. 
 

Susanne (Suzy) Klush 
608 Hilltop Terrace, Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 

Suzy retired after 33.5 years as the 
Cuyahoga County Auditor.  She cur-
rently works at Kohl’s.  She enjoys 
going to the senior center, playing 
card games, and likes needlepoint.  
She also enjoys spending time with 
her family.  She says her niece and 
husband were married in this 
church.  She says it seems like the 

church does a lot for its members. 
 
Jeffrey, Rebecca , and Brandon Kulmala 
3759 Olmsby Dr., Kent, Ohio 44240 
Jeffrey and Rebecca have 
2 children, Brenda and 
Brandon. Jeffery works 
at Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber company as a 
machine operator.  He 
likes football, riding bikes  
 

and gardening.  Rebecca works at Walmart and is a self 
check out host. She enjoys walking, exercise, crochet 
and is currently learning to play the piano.  Jeffrey says 
that he chose our church because it is close by and he 
wants to serve the community.  Rebecca says she found 
our church to be nice and friendly and hopes to make 
some new friends.  Brandon is the son of Jeffrey and 
Rebecca.  He works at Walmart, too, stocking shelves 
while he attends the University of Akron, studying com-
puter science. He says he likes our services because 
they are “way better” than others. 
 

John Lahrmer 
247 Kathryn Ave., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 
John is married to a member, the 
former Anita Kelly.  He retired 
from doing electronic repairs. He 
enjoys umpiring baseball, ball 
room dancing, and repairs on a 
jukebox. 
He chose our church because he 
says it was “time” and is im-
portant to him. 
 
Matthew and Lucille Larson 
1187 Woods Drive, Tallmadge, Ohio 44278 

Matthew and Lucille are the 
very proud parents of 10 
month old, Amelia Grace.  
Matthew is an electrician, 
Local 306.  He enjoys out-
doors and being out on the 
water.  Lucille enjoys cooking 
and loves animals.  She works 
one day a week as a server at 

Cracker Barrel. Matthew says he was looking for a 
church to raise his family in and our church fit his val-
ues. Lucille says that she likes the overall atmosphere 
and enjoys Rev. Doty’s sermons. 
 
Dorothy M. Seal 
3068 Kent Rd. #504, Stow, Ohio 44224 
Dorothy is the energetic senior 
who is the mother of another new 
member, Ann Marie Holt.  She is 
retired and has two other children.  
She says she came to our church 
looking for God and she found Him! 
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Vacation Bible School is “Under Construction,” but ready for our little contractors to register.  Vacation Bible 

School is open to children age 4 through 5th grade (as of April 2022).  We also can use youth helpers (completed 

6th –12th graders).  We also could use adults to teach a few nights that week as well.  Let Wendy Brown know 

what nights work best for you. 

This year we are going to be building birdhouses as a craft, so we are asking for a $10 donation.  If you are unable 

to make this donation, we understand.  Please don’t make that a reason to not register for VBS. 

To register: https://forms.gle/zY2yyFB9Fd62ZSBZA  

Items we could use for Vacation Bible School 
If you are unable to help teach, but would be willing to bring in a few items, this is what we need.  Please contact 

Wendy and let her know what you would like to donate and bring all items by June 26. 

Red grapes (5 lbs)     Outside paint (any color– 8 quarts) 
Green grapes (5 lbs)     Plastic spoons (100) 
Chocolate pudding cups (80)    Cheese curls (2 bags)  
Ground Oreos (1 lg bag)    Sandpaper 100-150 grit (25 sheets) 
Rice crispy treats (80 prepackaged)   Pretzel sticks (2 bags)  
Oreos (200 cookies)     Cheerios (2 boxes) 
Hotdogs (100)      Hot dog buns (100) 
Individual bags of chips     Regular-sized marshmallows (3 bags) 
Graham crackers (5 boxes)     

 

Mission Items:  This year, we are collecting items for Shelter Care (for men and women) and Dare to Share (for 

Tallmadge students).  If you would like to contribute, below are needed items: 

Full size shampoo, conditioner  Toilet paper   Fruit cups 
Razors and shaving cream   English muffins  Cereal bars 
Full size shower gel    Applesauce cups  Pasta 
Single Kleenex packs    Ramen noodles  Granola bars 
Peanut butter individual cups   Tuna (tear open packs) Bagels  
Individual non-perishable food/snacks  
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FCC FAMILY FUN FLOAT 

All are invited to join us for a FCC Family 

Float.  Bring your own float, kayak, tube or 

canoe on July 23rd at 10:30 am.  

We will meet at Brust Park and float to       

Waterworks. Pack a lunch and we will eat at 

Waterworks Park when we are finished with 

the float.  All children under 10 must have a 

life jacket as well as those in a water craft. 

 

 REGISTER: https://forms.gle/gcfmjWa8WCPq54xa7  

Fidget Quilts 

Faye James is inviting 

youth and  children 

(even adults) to join 

her Monday mornings, 

July 11, 18 and 25 

from 9 am– noon, to make fidget quilts.  She has all the 

material, but if you have a sewing machine, you are en-

couraged to bring it too.   Please call the office or email 

Wendy to register for this opportunity.   

One-Room Schoolhouse 

During June, July and August, the Board of Christian 

Education has decided to have a One-Room School-

house for children younger than 4th grade.  We nev-

er know how many children we will have nor what 

age group, so be flexible.  If you are willing to teach a 

week, contact Wendy Brown to sign up, 

wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net.  Wendy also has many 

books and resources for you.  This class will take 

place in room 205. 

 

We celebrated the Baptism of  

 Barrett Maxwell Shalter,  

son of Grant and Amanda Shalter,  

during worship on May 29, 2022.   

Congratulations to Barrett and family! 

Children’s Ministry Summer Help 

The Board of Christian Education is looking for some 

help during the summer with the One-Room School-

house (Summer WAMM) and the nursery.  If you are 

willing to help just one week, it would be appreciat-

ed.  You can find a link to sign up on our website and 

in our weekly update, or you can call Wendy. 

 

Save the date: 

Rally Day and Backpack Blessing: 

Aug. 21st 
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THANK YOU!  The preschool and Sunday school floors have been finished and they look beautiful.  

Here are a few pictures to share of the progress. 

Tile removed Old tile stacked  Installing new 

Before  Before 

New Room 210    New Room 209              New Room 205 

Meet Our New Youth Ministries Coordinator Derek Kemph 

Derek S. Kemph is a Student Affairs Professional, an Advocate for Proactive Prevention 
Efforts & Holistic Wellness, a Lifelong Learner, experienced Public Speaker, and an Educa-
tor. Derek has been employed at the University of Akron for the past 4 years; his current 
role is a Hearing Officer & Investigator in the Department of Student Conduct & Communi-
ty Standards. Derek may be a familiar face to some as he is a member of the First Congre-
gational Church of Tallmadge, where he was very active during his youth and confirmation 
years. Derek received his Bachelor of Science in Education in 2015, and his Master of Arts in 
Higher Education and College Counseling in 2019, from Slippery Rock University, in Slippery 
Rock, PA. Derek currently resides in Cuyahoga Falls, OH and enjoys tending to his garden, 

camping and kayaking, backpacking trips, and taking long walks with his dog Rufus! Derek is the son of Scott and Ali-
sa Kemph, brother of Kyle Kemph, and grandson of Richard “Dick” and Patricia “Pat” Kemph. 
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Thank you so much for 
awarding me the Atwood 
and Heritage Scholarships.  
I am excited to continue 
(and finish up!) my educa-
tion and greatly appreciate 
all the support FCC has pro-

vided me growing up! 
Thank you again, Madalyn Parry 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee of FCC, 
Thank you for considering, reviewing and se-
lecting me as one of the recipients of the 
church’s many scholarships. The receiving of 
the Starkey, Watts and Wood award adds to 
the may opportunities offered by the FCC Fam-
ily.  Thank you again.  I really appreciate the 
assistance with my goals and aspirations.     
Sincerely, Max Drummond 

Following the Prophets 

By Andrew Larson 

As the world continues to grapple 
with the health crisis, this is our mo-
ment. This is our moment. This is our 
moment to reimagine a future built 
on the values of our faith – love, jus-
tice, joy, and hope. A future that em-
bodies the grace God extends to all 
communities and individuals. A king-
dom that is more focused on a KINdom. Putting community and 
relationship above any one particular power structure, govern-
ment, church, or institution. Of course, we yearn for comfort 
and stability, a sense of normalcy during these tumultuous and 
troubling times. But let us not let a ‘return to normal’ lull us unto 
inaction and placate our desires to turn the world upside down. 
This is our moment. When the voices of the prophets can ring 
out loud and clear to guide us down new and unfamiliar paths. 

It can be deeply challenging to even imagine a different world 
for ourselves. Unpacking our own biases and preconceived no-
tions is a difficult spiritual practice. It involves unlearning the 
systems of colonialism, white supremacy, and exploitive capital-
ism that have shaped our entire lives. But as the issues that have 
been plaguing us for a long time come to the surface even more 
poignantly during the pandemic, this may be the best opportuni-
ty to attempt this exciting process. Let us do the hard work for 
the sake of our siblings facing injustice throughout the world. Let 
us do the hard work for the planet’s ecosystems, environments, 
and climate. Let us do the hard work because God calls us to it. 

This is our moment to stand with our siblings in the Philippines. 
Our siblings with the United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
(UCCP), who are working tirelessly to reshape their communities 
and country around the values of love. Fighting authoritarianism 
and state-sponsored violence with messages of peace and jus-
tice. This work puts a target on the church, and we must stand in 
solidarity with them. The current government administration 
and many within power are threatened by the good news and 
prophetic teachings that would turn over the current status quo. 
In a recent publication from the UCCP, they reaffirm their call to 
discipleship. A commitment to the values they want to shape 
their world in the face of growing concerns. They proclaim the 
following, “The UCCP, along with other churches, have already 
sacrificed many of its fine sons and daughters, those who cham-
pion the rights of the disadvantaged. Despite the attacks, the 
UCCP and other churches and church organizations have never 
wavered in accompanying the poor and the oppressed.” Let us 
not waiver in our support of the UCCP as well. This is our mo-
ment to turn the world upside down and let the justice of God 
reign supreme. 

On Saturday, 
May 14, 
Tallmadge 
High School 
hosted the 
first Hall of 
Fame Induc-

tion Ceremony in 13 years. Reinstating the 
event was important to both the community 
and the deserving alumni who were honored.  
Eleven THS graduates and coaches were induct-
ed during this ceremony. FCC member, Jimmy 
Kroah, son of Bob and Carol Kroah, was one of 
the inductees.  He was given the service award 
based on his dedication above and beyond for 
the Tallmadge City Schools athletics programs.  
Jimmy has worked with the boys basketball, 
football and baseball programs since he was a 
student at THS in the late ‘90s.   Congratula-
tions, Jimmy! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABOVE: The 11 inductees, photo from the Beacon Journal 
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Ushers 

June 26 Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson 

July 3  Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell 

July 10 Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, John Huffman 

July 17 Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers 

July 24 Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson 

July 31 John and Anita Lahrmer, Jim and Dee West 

Upcoming Sundays 

 

 

                                 Altar Flowers 

  June 26 Terri Poff 

  July 3 

  July 10 George and Roberta Nehrenz 

  July 17 

  July 24 

  July 31            

 

SUMMER 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

WORSHIP:  9:30 AM 
 
 
 
 

  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE  

Greeters 

   June 26   Margarete Boschert  July 17 Ann Holt & Dorothy Seal 

 July 3      Terri Poff    July 24 Sylvia Taylor 

 July 10     Cathleen & Mark Clark  July 31 Ann Holt & Dorothy Seal 

 

 

  

 Sign up in the hallway  

outside of the mailroom. 

     $28 per arrangement.   

   Fill out the form and give it 

 and the check to Cathy Cotter. 

Worship Attendance 

May 22 115 June 5       123     June 19    88 

May 29 120 June 12      99 
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JULY 2022 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

     1 

 

2 

 

3 

9:30 am —    

Worship/ Com-

munion 

4 

Church office 

closed 

 

5 

Church office 

closed 

6 pm—Naranon 

6:30pm — Trus-

tees Meeting 

6 

Church office 

closed 

6 pm—NA 

 

7 

Church office 

closed 

11:30 am — WF 

Luncheon at The 

Basement 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

8:30 am — EC 

9:30 am —

Worship 

 

 

11 

9am — Kid’s 

Quilting in DB 

6 pm—Heritage 

7pm — Concert in 

Fellowship Hall 

12 

6 pm—Naranon 

 

 

 

 

13 

9 am—Quilters 

6 pm—NA 

 

14 

10 am—Staff 

Meeting 

12pm — Herald 

Deadline 

15 16 

 

17 

9:30 am —

Worship 

18 

9am — Kid’s 

Quilting in DB 

6 pm—Heritage 

19 

6 pm—Naranon 

6 pm—Card Mak-

ing 

20 

9 am—Quilters 

10:00 am — Herald 

Angels 

6 pm—NA 

21 

10 am—Staff 

Meeting 

 

 

22 

10am — Staff 

Calendar Plan-

ning Meeting 

23 

10:30 am — Family 

Fun Float  

24 

9:30 am —

Worship 

 

25 

9am — Kid’s 

Quilting in DB 

 

6 pm—Heritage 

 

26 

10:30 am— ACGS 

 

27 

9 am—Quilters 

6 pm—NA 

 

 

28 

10 am—Staff 

Meeting 

 

29 30 

31       
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
 

Alzheimer's Caregiver  
Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330.634.0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net   
 
Hearts in Service  Janet McCaulley   330.633.3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
 

Prayer Chain  Diana Caldwell   330.265.5723  dianasl@neo.rr.com  

 

Yarning for Peace  Elaine Engle                    330.633.0896  elengle@aol.com  

Staff E-Mail Addresses 
 

Rev. Daniel Doty Interim Minister      ddoty66@gmail.com 

Cathy Cotter           Administrative Coordinator      tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown Director of Family Ministries                                 wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Derek Kemph  Youth Ministries Coordinator     derekskemph@gmail.com   

Nancy Lynn Robinson    Choir Director / Organist     nrbgp@aol.com    

Bill Hoover         Finance Administrator     bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Teresa Snyder Head Custodian      budrose42@yahoo.com 

Andrew Byron Sunday Custodian 

DATE: June 22,  2022 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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