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Well, we’ve arrived at August! Hasn’t the time
flown by quickly? I can’t believe we’ve blown past
the one-year-together mark! What a year it has
been. There have been names to learn, routines
to acclimate to, and colleagues to get to know! It
has been a joy-filled time for my family and I.
Your gracious welcome and supportive nature
have been a blessing to us!
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With August come the “Dog Days of Summer.”
Wikipedia stated that “the dog days or dog days
of summer are the hot, sultry days of summer.
They were historically the period following the
rising of the star Sirius, which Greek and Roman
astrology connected with heat, drought, sudden
thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs, and bad luck. They are now taken to be the
hottest, most uncomfortable part of summer in the Northern Hemisphere.”
Because the normal temperatures of August can hover around the upper 80’s and low 90’s,
I think we can get cranky because the “dog days” are bearing down on us pretty hard. Five
years ago this summer, our children presented us with the gift of an “official” honeymoon.
We were married on a Saturday and the next Friday Amy began her first teaching position.
Needless to say, we did not have time for an “official” honeymoon. You know how these
things go – right? We were always going to get to “taking that honeymoon” but …
We were given a 10 day trip to Ireland. Our visit there offered both respite and perspective.
In Ireland, we were reminded that life is to be celebrated! Ireland is a country with a challenging history. We read about the great famine and “the troubles” (Protestant/Catholic
conflicts) that both have wiped out a significant number of Irish people. The Irish, however,
are resilient people. They have persevered over the many years of challenges within and
without by being faithful to God and one another.
Christianity has always been seen as “another perspective,” but it is more than that. It is a
way of life that celebrates God’s gift of creation. It honestly owns up to the challenges in
every age while striving to be guided by the God who is beyond time. We can easily get
bogged down in the day to day (especially in the “dog days of summer”). God, however,
calls us to a new perspective.
In Psalm 90 verse 12 we hear, “So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart
(NRSV).” I also like how the Bible translation we call The Message puts it, “Oh! Teach us to
live well! Teach us to live wisely and well!” I didn’t add the exclamation points they are
there in The Message’s translation. So, we’re back from our July vacation, i.e., “back to the
grind.” But I want to come back, as I did five years ago, with a bit of renewed perspective
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that I observed from our Irish brothers and sisters. Life is to be lived in the midst of challenges and celebrated in
every moment.
The Irish toast each other in their native Gaelic with the word “Sláinte!” which literally translates as “good
health.” So, to our First Congregational Church family, we wish good health, healthy perspective during the dog
days and a wise heart to make the most of every moment!
Sláinte!

AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE
JULY 24 — SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Galatians 6:1-10, I Corinthians 12:12-31
Message: “Resist: Boldly Go”

AUGUST 14 — TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Psalm 138, Matthew 16:21-28
Message: “Resist: May the Odds Be Ever in Your Favor”

JULY 31 — EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Psalm 25:1-10, John 4:7-26
Message: “Resist: Lasso the Truth”

AUGUST 21 — ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Colossians 3:1-11, Matthew 5:1-12
Message: “Resist: We Solemnly Swear We’re
Up to No Good”

August 7 — NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Acts 5:12-16, Luke 10:38-42
Message: “Resist: The Force is With Us”

AUGUST 28 — TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Message: “Discerning Times”

Plan to join Rev. Doty in worship for his summer preaching series “Resist: Justice Heroes from the Bible and the
Big Screen.” From superhero sagas to epic sci-fi adventures, our favorite fictional heroes aren’t just “super.” They
are focused on larger issues. They lead the resistance against corrupt leaders and systems. They fight against the
powers of darkness, working for justice and the greater good. This series of six Sunday sermons will begin on
July 17 and will explore these “Super”heroes from both the Bible and the Big Screen!
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What’s New With Executive Council?
Our Executive Council met on Sunday, July 17, 2022.
•

Pastor Dan shared that the staff will have a retreat on July 22 to
work on the calendar for the year. Rev. Doty is beginning a sermon series on July 17 which will have a “Super Heroes” theme.
The Constitution Review Committee has been meeting and have
finished work on the Church Constitution. They are ready to
move on to the Guide to Governance as they complete a much
needed update of these documents. Rev. Doty will be traveling
to Germany, leaving on September 4, to meet with our ministry
partners. He will return on September 13.

•

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministries, shared that we had a successful week of Vacation Bible
School with many adult and youth volunteers and well as 47 participants. Rally Day has moved to August 21 with “Backpack Blessing”. We are planning to have a Pancake Breakfast on Rally Day. Sunday
School will start on September 11. Work continues on fall programming. Makayla Herrle has been
hired to take care of children in the nursery and is off to a good start.

•

Derek Kemp, Youth Ministries Coordinator, reported that the September 16th “Kick Off” was successful with 16 participants. We are looking forward to planning more activities as this ministry moves forward. The Middle School and High School are meeting together at this point in time, but in the fall it is
anticipated that they will be in separate groups.

•

The Board of Trustees, contracted Raelynn Tree Service to trim the trees along the entrance drive. The
Trustees are in the process of updating the policy that governs the fees charged for the use of our
church and its facilities. Andrew Byron was hired as our Sunday Custodian. Bill Hoover reported that
Spectrum is scheduled to run a line from the street to our building. They then will take over service for
our internet and phone lines. Purchasing new computers for our Senior Pastor and Youth Coordinator
were discussed. Bids are being taken to repair the gutters on the west side of the church and the leak
in the sanctuary roof is being investigated with the hope of a solution.

CONDOLENCES
We offer our deepest sympathy to Don and Judy Woerz on the loss of
Judy’s brother, John Kiss. John passed on June 29, 2022.
Al McCaulley, husband of Janet McCaulley, passed away on July 5, 2022.
Please hold Janet and all of Al’s family in your prayers during this
difficult time.
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 13 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Korin Adkins (niece of Dianne Drummond)

Roger and Sue Lyons

Paul Arch

Karen Mack (friend of Helen McKee)

Noreen Ashley

Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)

Tim Ashley

Ellen McKee

Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)

Jim Mayfield

Steve Burr

Katie Moore

Bea Clarke

Marie O’Neil

Geoff and Wendy Clifford (friends of Noreen Ashley)

Nancy Paciotti

Carole Collins

David & Jackie Parker

Emily Cooper (Judy Foushee’s niece)

Ronda Read

Dan and Dianne Drummond

Susan Schunk

Bill Galloway

C.J. Smith

Mary Jo Hand (friend of Denise Haynes)

Lucas Tanner

Marianne Hannum

Richard Thomason

Zell Lambert

Willet Family

Carrie LeBeau

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group

Liming Family (family of the boy killed in Akron)

Confidential Names on our Prayer List

Tallmadge Circle Fest August 13
First Congregational Church will be hosting a booth
this year at the Circle Fest. We need your help to
make that happen. Please contact the office if you
are willing to help plan or sit at the booth that
evening.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AUGUST LUNCHEON

Thursday, August 4th

APPLEBEE’S
in Brimfield
@ 12:00 PM
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

June, 2022 operating income of $21,100 was $12,700 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for
the month were $34,170 resulting in a deficit of ($13,100) in June, and a YTD surplus of only $175. As fruit and vegetables start to appear in our gardens and orchards, we look forward in prayer to a theology of generosity, and the
ability to strengthen the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to the Church or
sent from your bank’s online system.

GIVE ONLINE HERE:

BIBLE STUDY, WEDNESDAYS @ 1 PM

Giving to FCC is easier than ever.
Simply scan this QR code with your
cell phone camera and click on the
link. Look for the code in the next
bulletin.

Semi-Annual Statements
Semi-Annual Statements were sent out via email and post
last week. Call the church office if you did not receive your
statement or if you would like a paper copy sent to you.
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All are invited to join in a Bible Study on the book
1st John on Wednesdays at 1:00pm in the David
Bacon Room, starting on July 27th. Sign up in the
atrium on Sunday if you would like to Be a part of
this study or call Ann Holt.

Mission Moment from China
Xi’an is the capital city of Shaanxi province, which is in northwest China. It
was also an ancient capital city in Chinese history. The city of 13 million
people went back into lockdown on Dec. 22, 2021, due to a rise in COVID19 cases. Around 1,800 people with confirmed symptomatic COVID-19 cases were quarantined, and all residents were required to stay at home and
could only leave their homes for very limited grocery runs every two days.
“During this period, more than 100 students and teachers at Shaanxi Bible
School lived together on the campus. We are blessed that no one tested positive for COVID-19. The school has
turned back to normal this semester,” Rev. Hong Wang, the president of Shaanxi Bible School, said at a Zoom
meeting on June 9, 2022.
Global Ministries has been working with Shaanxi Bible School for many years to support its theological education.
The Bible school has grown and developed in the past years and has equipped pastors and church workers not
only for the churches in Shaanxi province but also for four surrounding provinces in northwest China. Most of the
students of the Bible school are from the provinces which have the largest poverty rates. The Bible school provides financial aid to those who need tuition and food. This semester, the school repainted the walls of the classrooms, offices, and library. They replaced some necessary facilities and public utilities this year. All students participated in volunteer work to improve the environment of the campus.
Shaanxi Bible School and Provincial Christian Council commencement was
held on June 24, 2022. Thirty five students graduated from the four-year
program and 37 students graduated from the one-year lay leader training
program this year. All graduates have gone back to their hometowns to
serve the churches there. The school is planning to recruit about 80 new
students this fall to meet the needs of rapidly growing churches in these
five provinces. After graduation, the Bible school led all students and teachers to visit local churches in Shaanxi province and learn more about their
ministries.
We congratulate these graduates, the leadership and teachers of Shaanxi Bible School on their academic achievements and success and the calling to be God’s servants for the churches in China. We appreciate the support and
prayers for the ministries and theological education in China.

Stan Hywet Goodyear Concert Band Concert, July 11, 2022
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Thank you
This is a huge thank-you for all those who participated, donated, volunteered, taught,
played, and helped this year for VBS. It was a successful week ending with a family night
where the family participated in VBS together. Each day, we were blessed with stories to
build our character to be loving, compassionate, kind and forgiving to all living things.
Sometimes that can be difficult, but that is when we pray to God for help. We had 47 participants, 14 adult teachers, 14 youth leaders and countless people who donated items for
the week. What a blessing to serve a church that feels VBS is a gift to provide the children.

Fidget Quilts
Faye James is inviting youth, children and adults to join her Monday
morning, July 25 from 9 am – noon in the David Bacon Room. She
has all the material, but if you have a sewing machine, you are encouraged to bring it. All quilts made will be donated to Shelter
Care. Please call the office or email Wendy to register for this opportunity.

One-Room Schoolhouse
During June, July and August, the Board of Christian Education has decided to have a OneRoom Schoolhouse for children younger than 4th grade. We never know how many children we will have nor what age group, so be flexible. If you are willing to teach a week,
contact Wendy Brown to sign up, wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net. Wendy also has many books
and resources for you. This class will take place in room 205.

Rally Day and Backpack Blessing
Rally Day and Backpack Blessing will be held together this year on August 21. We are going to
encourage everyone to get involved this year.
*If you attend school as a student or teacher we
encourage you to bring your backpack and receive a blessing for a good start to the school
year.
*We invite EVERYONE to join us for breakfast after worship in the Fellowship Hall.
*We will be collecting school supplies to be donated to Tallmadge City Schools to help students who need supplies they can’t afford. Retailers are beginning to put school supplies on sale, so keep an eye out for:
Paper

Scissors

Backpacks

Lunchboxes

Folders

Pens

Pencils

Highlighters

Crayons

Markers

Colored Pencils

Notebooks

Calculators

Rulers

Glue sticks

Glue

3-ring binders

Post-it notes

Pencil pouches

Thumb drives
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Looking Ahead for
children and youth
ministries:
August 21
Rally Day, Backpack Blessing and Breakfast following worship
August 28
All children invited to Fellowship Hall
after the children’s message for
multiage Jeopardy
September 11
Sunday school begins at 9:00 AM for all
children. Worship Art and Music Ministry will be in the Fellowship Hall after
the children’s message for children in
5th grade and younger.

All are invited to join us! Pack a lunch and
we will eat at Waterworks Park when we
are finished with the float. Bring your own
float, kayak, tube, or canoe.

Youth Group, for 6th – 12th graders,
will begin weekly gatherings

YOUTH UPDATE
The Youth Group Summer Kickoff Event
on Sunday, July 10th went well! We had
16 individuals attend, (10 youth and 6
adults.) We played a round of capture
the flag and several rounds of a
"modified" version of Quidditch inspired from the fictional game in
Harry Potter. After our fun and games
outdoors, we went inside to cool off
with ice cream sandwiches and popsicles. We wrapped up with good conversations regarding some plans for the
Fall, individual and group expectations
for Youth Fellowship/Youth Ministries,
and we brainstormed ideas for moving
ahead.
Our next meeting will be a Summer
Cookout and planning session on Sunday, July 24th from 6-8pm. We will provide hamburgers and hotdogs. Please
bring a dessert or side dish to share.
Please bring drinks and chairs as well.

Treehouse Preschool
To this point, Treehouse Preschool has received $44,787 from the Child Care Stabilization Grant. This is from the American Rescue
Plan Act to help childcare facilities. The grant
funds had specific guidelines on where the
fund could be spent– operating, workforce,
access development and mental health development. These are
some of the completed projects that the Treehouse Board and FCC
Board of Trustees approved:
Sunshade and fence for the playground
Portable sink for classroom
Staff salary increase
Flooring in the preschool rooms
1/2 of Powerclean disinfecting services
Computers for all the classrooms
Wall-mounted monitors for the classrooms
Retention staff bonus
Classroom furniture and toys
Classroom rugs
The guidelines for the 3rd phase have been published so watch for
more improvement projects after Treehouse Preschool and Trustees
have approved them.
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Dear Prayer Chain Family,
Thank you all for your prayers and thoughts for Bob’s surgery. All went
well and he is home. It’s amazing what prayers do to support and heal our
loved ones. We are all stronger together.
We thank you for all you have done and providing the lovely and
thoughtful prayer pocket. You are angels, and we are truly blessed.
With gratitude, Bob and Peggy Walchalk
Thank you for all the prayers for Frank while in the hospital. Thank you for the outpouring of cards and prayers
for me and the family. It is with sadness that I will be leaving the Tallmadge area and will miss all the dear friends
and church family that have been such a blessing to me. Thank you to all who made a contribution to Haven of
Rest in Frank’s memory and all who were able to attend his celebration of life. Thank you to Rev. Dan for such a
meaningful celebration to Frank and his visits to the hospital. — Have a great day, Rebecca
Dear Church Family,
We send our thanks and appreciation for all of the cards, texts, messages, support and prayers during the two
months our son, Matt, was in ICU at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center and also since his passing. Our hearts
were truly shattered, but the love and encouragement we received from so many people helped pull us through.
We also extend our gratitude for the support and prayers while Roger was at Summa City Hospital and Summa
Rehab for a month. He is improving and on the road towards a full recovery. It has been a sad and tragic time for
our family these past six months. Our faith, along with the support, prayers and love of an immeasurable amount
of people, gives us strength and continues to uplift us. The power of prayer is amazing, and we have an amazing
church family. — In sincere gratitude, Roger & Sue Lyons
Don and I would like to give a special Thank-You for the prayers, cards, and phone calls before and after my
brother's passing. It is such a loving church family we belong to. — Judy & Don Woerz
Dear FCC Family Members,
Thank you so much for the card shower recognizing my one year anniversary here at FCC! Thanks for the handshakes, the hugs, the cards and the gifts. Each of you are a treasure and I’m so lucky to have found this church
family. From the bottom of our hearts Amy and I thank you for your warm welcome, generous hearts and commitment to the shared ministry of this part of the family of God as we move forward!
— Love, Dan, Amy, and the whole Doty “gang”!

Tallmadge Girl Scout Troop 90669 that meets at First Congregational Church volunteered both to purchase and
install the plants for the Riparian Planting along Maca Creek at Washburn Park. A Riparian habitat is the buffer
area along a stream. This buffer helps stabilize the stream bank and helps filter excess nutrients, sediments, and
pesticides from reaching the stream. The vegetation helps shade the stream which in turn cools the water, enhancing the stream’s habitat for wildlife.
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Worship Attendance
June 26

116

July 10

103

July 3

69

July 17

109

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

July 24

Sylvia Taylor

July 31

Ann Holt & Dorothy Seal

August 7

Terri Poff

August 14

Cathleen and Mark Clark

August 21

Diana Caldwell & Yvonne Larson August 28

Nan Nagel & Sue Canavan

Ushers
July 24

Terri Poff, George Nehrenz, Larry Robinson, Sandy Haydu

July 31

John and Anita Lahrmer, Jim and Dee West

August 7

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

August 14

Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, John Huffman

August 21

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

August 28

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway

July 24

outside of the mailroom.

July 31

The Nagel Family

$28 per arrangement.

August 7

Don and Judy Woerz

Fill out the form and give it

August 14

Cliff and Sue Yeager

and the check to Cathy Cotter.

August 21
August 28

Carol Dowey

SUMMER

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
WORSHIP: 9:30 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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AUGUST 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

4

5

6

6 pm—Heritage

SPECIAL ELECTION 9 am—Quilters

12

13

6:30pm — Trustees Meeting

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting
12:00 pm — WF
6 pm—NA
Luncheon

6 pm—Naranon

7

8

9

10

9:30 am —
Worship/
Communion

6 pm—Heritage

10 am—Social
Action Meeting

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting

5:30 pm—
Tallmadge

6 pm—Naranon

6 pm—NA

Circle Fest

14

15

16

17

18

8:30 am — EC

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

6 pm—Card Making

10:00 am — Herald Angels

10 am—Staff
Meeting

9:30 am —
Worship

11

19

20

26

27

1 pm—Bible Study
6 pm—NA

21

22

23

24

25

RALLY DAY AND
BACKBACK
BLESSING

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting
6 pm—NA

9:30 am —
Worship

28

29

30

31

9:30 am —
Worship

6 pm—Heritage

10:30 am— ACGS

9 am—Quilters

6 pm—Naranon

1 pm—Bible Study
6 pm—NA
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Derek Kemph
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Andrew Byron

Designated Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Youth Ministries Coordinator
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
dkemph@uakron.edu
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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