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I LOVE AUTUMN!!!
I love the crisp air, the spectacular colors, the football games, and the flavors that invade our
menus. As much as I like vacation season, I also like the return of the routine we seem to have
as a church during the autumn, winter and spring seasons.
Helen H. Moore reminds us in her poem “Fall is Here”:
Fall is here.
Another year
is coming to an end.
Summer's finished,
Summer's gone,
Winter's round the bend.
Fall is piles of crunchy leaves,
orange, gold, and red.
Fall is sweaters with long sleeves
and blankets on the bed.
Fall is football,
Fall is pumpkins,
Fall's where summer ends.
And
Fall is coming back to church,
and seeing all my friends.
Now, truth be told, her second-to-last line originally read, “Fall is coming back to school,” but I
couldn’t resist substituting the word church!
Because our vacation season is still aligned with the academic calendar, summer is the season
to get away. Many thanks to the “faithful remnant” who packed the pews each Sunday this
summer; and with the return of our program year – my welcome to those returning. This issue
of The Herald, as always, is packed with many opportunities to worship, study, and be involved
in missions. Please read through this issue carefully and see where you can plug into the ministry of First Congregational Church.
This will be the 213th September that the FCC has met in one form or another. Think about that
– what a legacy! I’m not sure our spiritual ancestors thought much about us two hundred years
hence. They were gathering to praise the living God and to be faithful in service to the world.
Maybe we can’t see what the next two hundred-plus years will bring, but we can be just as
faithful in worship and service to the world in which God has placed us! (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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As we have been planning the various programs of the “new” church year and generating a Program Calendar,
the staff and Executive Council have been astounded to step back and look at all that happens in this our church
home. There are many opportunities for you to serve in God’s world through First Congregational Church. Where
do you see yourself in this season of crunchy leaves and pumpkins?
Grace for the journey,

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
AUG 21 — ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Colossians 3:1-11, Matthew 5:1-12
Message: “Resist: We Solemnly Swear We’re
Up to No Good”

SEP 11 — FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Psalm 46:1-7, John 10:11-18
Message: “Life Values”

AUG 28 — TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Message: “Discerning Times”

SEP 18 — FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, Luke 16:1-13
Message: “Prayerful Living”

SEP 4 — THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
COMMUNION
Scripture: Jeremiah 18:1-11, Luke 14:25-33
Message: “What Are You Prepared to Rally For?”

SEP 25— SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 16:19-31
Message: “Finding Contentment”

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) will be a study of the Gospel of Luke.
For this particular study, I will continue to utilize the series entitled “Genesis
to Revelation.” While there are participant books that go with this study, you
need not purchase one. (You may purchase a book if you desire. They are
readily available on Amazon.com for $12.99.) The real text will be the Gospel
itself. I have created a schedule (see our website) for each week identifying
which chapter(s) we will be studying. If you read through the “assigned”
reading each week, you will have what you need to know for each study.
This study will begin on September 21, 2022. Week one (Sept 21) will be an
overview of the Gospel of Luke as well as Luke chapters 1-2 in particular.
While you need not read anything beyond the first two chapters, you could
do a perusal through Luke. You could get acquainted with the length, chapter divisions, and overall timeline. Luke
is one of the longer Gospels, but it shouldn’t take too long to leaf through it a bit. Many bibles have subheadings
that allow you to get a sense of what each section is about. Though these are someone else’s interpretive framework, they may help you get an overall sense of the flow of the Gospel.
I hope to see many of you on Wednesdays this fall!
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FALL BOOK STUDY
The Fall Book Study (4:00 PM Wednesdays NEW TIME) will be a discussion of the
book “Convictions” by Marcus Borg. On the occasion of his seventieth birthday,
the renowned scholar Marcus J. Borg shared how he formed his bedrock religious
beliefs, contending that Christians in America are at their best when they focus on
hope and transformation and so shows how we can return to what really matters
most. The result is a manifesto for all Christians who seek the best path for following Jesus today. With each chapter embodying a distinct conviction, Borg writes
provocatively and compellingly on the beliefs that can deeply ground us and guide
us.
Borg calls all American Christians to reject divisiveness and exclusivity and create
communities that celebrate joy, possibility, and renewal. Throughout, he reflects
on what matters most, bringing to earth the kingdom of God Jesus talked about
and transforming our relationships with one another.

The book is readily available at Amazon or Barnes & Noble. This 10-week study will
begin on Wednesday, September 21st at the NEW TIME of 4:00 PM.

What’s New With Executive Council?
Our Executive Council met on Sunday, August 14, 2022.
•

Pastor Dan shared that the Staff Retreat at his house on July 22 was
held as planned. One of the tasks accomplished was planning to hold a
monthly church activity, beginning with a Rubber Ducks game on September 17 and an “Octoberfest” activity to be held at the church. The
Stewardship Campaign will begin in October and the theme will be
“From Bread to Cup to Faith and Giving.” The “Circle Fest” participation was a success. It provided an opportunity to make personal contacts and to display our presence
in the Tallmadge community. The September Executive Council Meeting will be moved from September 11 to September 18 to accommodate the trip to Germany by Rev. Doty.

•

The Board of Trustees reported the update and revision of the Guidelines for Use of Church Facilities
has been completed. Gutter Guards have been installed on all raised portions of the church roof. A
work authorization has been initiated to correct some long-term leak issues on the sanctuary roof. The
installation of a removable altar railing was discussed. At times, there is a need for a bit of support for
some of our members navigating the steps up to the altar level.

•

The Board of Music Ministry reported that Nancy Lynn continues to attend workshops and clinics to
keep abreast of new music and fresh ideas to bring back to our church.

•

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministries, reported Sunday school teachers are in place for the fall
and the WAMM program is ready to resume. Faith and Family events are being planned. Rally Day and
Backpack Blessing are set for August 21. An all-church breakfast will be held after worship. A third PreSchool grant was approved. A portion of the grant money will be used to improve the playground area. The Treehouse Preschool will work with the church to determine how the remaining funds will be
used. The preschool is nearly full for the fall, with 85 out of 88 available spots being filled.
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ATTENTION: GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL!
Do I have your attention? Please keep reading….
I’m inviting you to consider joining the Chancel Choir. However, to be a
member, you need to enjoy singing praises to God, have a desire to be a
part of a loving, supportive group within the church, and wish to leave the
cares of the world behind for at least on evening a week. Did you notice?
NO mention of needing to possess a good voice, NO attendance restrictions
(if you need to miss a Sunday or a Thursday rehearsal, we understand. We
even have snow birds in the choir!) The important thing is that you attend
whenever you can.

We need voices in all categories: soprano, alto, tenor and bass
Our first rehearsal will be September 1st at 7:00 PM in the choir room—
followed by ice cream served in the Fellowship Hall.
We hope to see you there — and bring a friend.

THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION
Our Prayer Chain has 13 members dedicated to service through praying. We pray for the individuals listed
below and also for many other church members and their concerns, which remain confidential. You may call
or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Korin Adkins (niece of Dianne Drummond)
Paul Arch
Noreen Ashley
Tim Ashley
Carrie Blaydes (Sherri Tanner’s sister)
Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s daughter)
Steve Burr
Bea Clarke
Carole Collins
Emily Cooper (Judy Foushee’s niece)
Sharon and Jim Hall (neighbors of Ross and Headley
families)
Marianne Hannum
Bob Holland (Helen McKee’s uncle)
Zell Lambert
Carrie LeBeau

Liming Family (family of the boy killed in Akron)
Karen Mack (friend of Helen McKee)
Maya Marquette (friend of the Ross Family)
Ellen McKee
Jim Mayfield
Katie Moore
Marie O’Neil
Nancy Paciotti
David & Jackie Parker
Ronda Read
Susan Schunk
Richard Thomason
Willett Family
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group
Confidential Names on our Prayer List

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences to the family and friends of Ann Willett, grandmother of Julie
Bozic, who passed away on August 1, 2022.
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MONTHLY FINANCIALS

July, 2022 operating income of $27,384 was $6,400 below the monthly income budget. Operating expenses for the
month were $30,327 resulting in a deficit of ($2,943) in July, and a YTD deficit of ($2,770) As we gather in the
fruits from our gardens, we anticipate gathering again for Rally Day, and we look forward in prayer to a theology of
generosity and the ability to strengthen the growth of our ministries. Contact the Church office to find out how to
sign up for automatic monthly giving. Offerings may also be made online through a link on our website, mailed to
the Church or sent from your bank’s online system.

GIVE ONLINE HERE:
Giving to FCC is easier than ever.
Simply scan this QR code with your cell
phone camera and click on the link.
Look for the code in the next bulletin.

Gift Cards
We are discontinuing our Scrips gift card
fundraiser. We have the following gift cards remaining. Please contact the church office if you
would like to purchase any of these remaining
cards. Thank you.
Dominoes— 2 ($10)
Walmart—2 ($25)
Kohl’s—3 ($75)
Panera—2 ($10)
Home Depot—1 ($25)
Arby’s—4 ($10)
Five Below—2 ($10)
Subway—3 ($10)
Visa—2 ($50)
Dunkin’ Donuts—5 ($10)
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Children and Youth Ministries Events
Aug. 21

Rally Day, Backpack Blessing and
Breakfast following worship

Sept. 12

9:00 AM Sunday School begins for
all children.

RALLY DAY AND
BACKPACK BLESSING

Worship, Art, and Music Ministry
(WAMM) will be in the Fellowship Hall
after the children’s message for children
in 5th grade and younger.

Rally Day and Backpack Blessing will be held together
this year on August 21. We are going to encourage
everyone to get involved this year.

5:00 PM Middle School fellowship

*If you attend school as a student or teacher, we
encourage you to bring your backpack and receive a
blessing for a good start to the school year.

6:30 PM High School fellowship

Sept. 18

Our 3rd graders will receive their bibles
this Sunday in worship.

*We invite EVERYONE to join us for breakfast after
worship in the Fellowship Hall.

11:00 AM Youth Fellowship Lunch Bunch
Sept. 25

5:00 PM Middle School Fellowship
6:30 PM High School Fellowship

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12
10:00 Worship open to everyone

9:00– 9:45 Educational Hour

Nursery, open for children age 3 and younger

David Bacon: Women’s Book Discussion

Nursery: children under age 3 with Makayla

After the Children’s Message, children in 5th grade or
younger are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Hall
for WAMM; Worship, Art and Music Ministry.

Room 207: Kindergarten– 2nd grade with
George and Roberta Nehrenz

WAMM will have an extended activity to drive home
the children’s message followed by music with Amy
Doty. This may involve singing, bells, chimes and
more.

Room 203: 3rd-5th with Dianne Drummond
Youth Room: 6th– 12th with Kyle Herron and
Shelley Hall (this group may split if it is too big)

Meet Makayla Herrle

Women’s Book Discussion
We are going to read, “Present
Over Perfect” by Shauna Niequist
this fall. You are invited to join us
for weekly discussions in the
David Bacon room at 9 am Sundays.
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Makayla is our
new nursery
caregiver. She
enjoys caring
for little ones
while parents
worship together Sunday
mornings.

3rd Grade Bibles
As our little learners become stronger readers in 3rd grade, the Board of Christian Education would like to provide a bible that is perfect for them. This year our 3rd graders
will be receiving their bibles on Sunday, September 18th. If you have a 3rd grader and
would like him or her to receive a bible that Sunday, please contact Wendy Brown.

Acolytes
In September, we would like to have acolytes bring the “light of Christ” into our worship
space and then “take it out into the world” at the end of worship. If you have a child in
4th grade or older, we would like him or her to participate with lighting of the worship
candles. If we have multiple people, we can have each just a few times every other
month. Please sign up on the welcome center if you have a child who is interested in
helping with this part of worship.

First Congregational Church Night at the Ballfield; Sept. 17
On September 17, let’s enjoy a game at the Akron Rubber Ducks. The game starts
at 7:05 PM, followed by fireworks and the cost is $12/ ticket. We have 100 tickets
on reserve, so let’s fill them up! They are in Section 9 along the 1st base side of
the field behind the away dugSout. Tickets can be purchased online; https://
fevo.me/tallmadgechurch. If you need help, please contact the office.

Treehouse Preschool
Treehouse Preschool has been approved for the final stage of the Child Care Stabilization Grant. The grant funds
had guidelines on where the funds could be spent– operating, workforce, access development and mental health
development. Treehouse Board and FCC Board of Trustees have approved the following projects to begin sometime in the next six months:
Fencing around playground
Remove wood mulch and install poured rubber for playground service
Paint the wooden cabinets in the classrooms

Did you know?
2023 will be the 50th anniversary for Treehouse Preschool. We are creating a committee to
organize a grand celebration at the beginning of summer 2023. If you would like to be a
part of this committee, please contact Amber Headley or Kyle Herron. Let’s make this a huge celebration!
In 1959 the idea of offering schooling for children age four or five at First Congregational Church began. They
opened a Mr. and Mrs. Club teaching young students since there was no kindergarten in our public schools at that
time. They offered two sessions when they opened their doors. When Tallmadge added kindergarten to their
schooling in 1970, First Congregational Church looked to change to preschool-aged children.
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YOUTH UPDATE
Looking Back:
A.) The Family Fun Float on July 23rd went
well! We had 21 members attend from
our church, 9 youth/treehouse and 12 adults.
B.) The Youth Ministries Summer Cookout on
July 24th went well! We had 21 members
attend, 11 youth and 10 adults. We had some
good conversations regarding planning for the
Fall, discussed individual and group expectations for Youth Fellowship & Youth Ministries,
identified ways to support Youth Ministries in
our Church, and brainstormed ideas for moving
ahead.
C.) The Youth Ministries Welcome Back to
School Fellowship Event went well on August
14th! We had 12 youth members attend! We
had supportive conversations regarding school
"nerves" and/or "excitement" and identified
ways to support each other through Youth Ministries.
Looking Ahead:
D. ) We look forward to seeing our youth at our
next Youth Ministries event on September 11,
2022. Join us as Youth Fellowship resumes for
the fall, with Middle School Fellowship from
5:00-6:30pm and High School Fellowship from
6:30-800pm.
E.) Join us for the Rubber Duck game on September 17th at 7:00pm.
F.) Join us for Youth Ministries Lunch Club on
September 18th from 11:30am-2:00pm.
G.) Join us for Youth Fellowship on September
25. Middle School Fellowship from 5:006:30pm and High School Fellowship from 6:308:00pm.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATIONS
We will be collecting school supplies to be donated to
Tallmadge City Schools to help students in need. Retailers
are beginning to put school supplies on sale, so keep an eye
out for:
Paper

Scissors

Backpacks

Lunchboxes

Folders

Pens

Pencils

Highlighters

Crayons

Markers

Colored Pencils

Notebooks

Calculators

Rulers

Glue sticks

Glue

3-ring binders

Post-it notes

Pencil pouches

Thumb drives

Bells, Bells Bells
Do you like music? Do you enjoy spending some fun time
working toward a goal with others? Are you age 12 through
112? (7th grade minimum) Are you interested in learning to
play handbells?
If your answer to any of these questions is "maybe" or "yes" I’d love to have you join us for Bell Choir! We will meet on
Thursday evenings from 6:00 - 6:45 pm beginning
September 1. Our goal for this year is to play during church
service once a month.
No experience is necessary
as we learn to play bells,
read music and make a joyful noise! Please feel free to
contact me if you have any
questions.
Amy Doty
amydeandoty@icloud.com

Please contact Derek Kemph - Youth Ministries
Coordinator at Derekskemph@gmail.com with any
questions or concerns.

Looking Ahead
October 9– Faith and Family fall hike
October 22– All church members invited to Octoberfest here
at the church
October 23– Youth group Human vs. Zombies
October 30– Trunk or Treat
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Dearest Friends,
Thank you for all your good wishes, prayers, and cards. My cancer
continues to be a huge problem for Jim and I. Unfortunately, with my
lymphoma, chemotherapy, and radiation, I am unable to be with anyone but my family (and, of course, medical centers). Please know
that we are anxious to return to our church community and pray to
do so in the future.
With much love, Kendal Taylor
Dear First Congregational Church,
Thank you so much for the beautiful card with prayers and scripture for me.
So kind of you, Cheryl Colebank (John and Faye James’ daughter)
Dear Friends at The First Congregational Church,
We are overwhelmed by your generosity in giving to our Street Outreach Service. A big thank-you for your kind
donation of toiletries for SOS. Because of you, our young adults know that they are cared for. We are so grateful
for your friendship and continuous giving spirt to our program.
Gratefully Yours, Wesley D. Fair, Ph.D., Shelter Care President
A big shoutout to Ken Brown for cleaning out the bushes and trees by the playground. It really looks nice!
Thank you! — Teresa Snyder
Thanks to all who donated and helped with the Tallmadge Circle Fest on August 13th.
To my church family,
I want to thank everyone for the cards, visits , and phone calls while I was in the hospital for a month. I appreciate everyone’s concern.
Blessings—Larry Bagnoli

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON

Thursday, September 1st

ZEPPE’S
(in Hudson)

Jim and Jana Caplinger recently moved:
Jim and Jana Caplinger
3777 Pin Oak Dr.
Stow, OH 44224

@ 12:00 PM

Saturday, Sept. 17 @ 9am
9

Worship Attendance
July 24

96

Aug 7

98

July 31

105

Aug 14

111

Upcoming Sundays
Greeters

August 21

Diana Caldwell & Yvonne Larson August 28

Nan Nagel & Sue Canavan

September 4 Don & Judy Woerz

September 11 Bob & Sandy Haydu

September 18 Nan Nagel & Sue Canavan

September 25

Ushers
August 21

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

August 28

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

September 4

Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Al Lytle, Ken Caldwell

September 11

Terri Poff, Gary and Kim Fulton, John Huffman

September 18

Dave Marconi, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

September 25

Terri Poff, George and Roberta Nehrenz, Larry Robinson

Altar Flowers
Sign up in the hallway

August 21

Jim Chapman

outside of the mailroom.

August 28

Carol Dowey

$28 per arrangement.

September 4

Fill out the form and give it

September 11

and the check to Cathy Cotter.

September 18
September 25

Beginning September 4th

FALL

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00 AM
WORSHIP: 10:00 AM
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF TALLMADGE
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SEPTEMBER 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1 10 am—Staff
Meeting

2

3

9

10

16

17

12:00 pm — WF
Luncheon
7 pm—Choir
Practice/Ice
Cream Social
7

4

5

6

10:00 am —
Worship/
Communion

LABOR DAY

9 am—Quilters
6:30 pm—
10 am—Staff
Trustee’s Meeting 1 pm—Bible Study Meeting

11

12

9 am—Sun.
School

6 pm—Heritage

6 pm—Heritage

8

6 pm—Naranon

6 pm—NA

7 pm—Choir
Practice

13

14

15

6 pm—Naranon

9 am—Quilters

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting

6 pm—NA

10 am —
Worship
5/6:30 pm—
Youth Fellowship

9am—Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

6:15 pm—Girl
Scouts

7:05 pm—
RubberDucks
Game

7 pm—Choir
Practice

18

19

20

21

8:30 am — EC

6 pm—Heritage

10 am—Social
Action Meeting

9 am—Quilters

6 pm—Naranon

6 pm—NA

6 pm—Card Making

4 pm—Book Study 7 pm—Choir
Practice

9 am—Sun.
School
10 am —
Worship

22

23

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting

11:30 am—Youth
Luncheon
25

26

27

28

9 am—Sun.
School

6 pm—Heritage

10:30 am— ACGS

9 am—Quilters

10 am —
Worship
5/6:30 pm—
Youth Fellowship

6 pm—Naranon

29

10 am—Staff
1 pm—Bible Study Meeting
6 pm—NA
4 pm—Book Study 7 pm—Choir
Practice

11

30

24
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group &
Elders Ministry

Roberta Nehrenz

330.634.0713

Janet McCaulley
Barbara Rowles

330.633.3775

Prayer Chain

Diana Caldwell

330.265.5723

dianasl@neo.rr.com

Yarning for Peace

Elaine Engle

330.633.0896

elengle@aol.com

Hearts in Service

rgnehrenz@att.net

34babs@sbcglobal.net

Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty
Cathy Cotter
Wendy Brown
Derek Kemph
Nancy Lynn Robinson
Bill Hoover
Teresa Snyder
Andrew Byron

Designated Interim Minister
Administrative Coordinator
Director of Family Ministries
Youth Ministries Coordinator
Choir Director / Organist
Finance Administrator
Head Custodian
Sunday Custodian

ddoty66@gmail.com
tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net
dkemph@uakron.edu
nrbgp@aol.com
bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
budrose42@yahoo.com
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